COMMISSIONERS:
Teddy Manos, Chair
Collin Bruner, Vice Chair
Eduardo Curry, Secretary-Treasurer
Dale Aren
Lisa King
Mattese Lecque
Brad Taggart
David Bennett, Executive Director

Commission Update
__________________________________________________________________________________
January 20, 2021
Important Dates
Commission Regular Meeting – Monday, January 25, 2021 - CCPRC Headquarters at 5:30 pm &
online at www.charlestoncountyparks.com
Commission Meeting Agenda Highlights
Old Business:
None
New Business:
Planning and Capital Projects Update:
An overall update on the Planning and Capital Projects as well as the approved 5-Year Capital
Improvements Plan Projects will be presented.
Action Items:
Besides the meeting minutes, there’s one item that will require Commission action on Monday
evening (supplemental information attached).
Election of Officers
The Commission will elect a Chair, Vice-Chair, and Secretary-Treasurer.
Highlight:
Greg Elliott and Steve Hutton will give an update on the success of the 2020 Holiday Festival
of Lights.
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CHARLESTON COUNTY PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION
REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING
861 RIVERLAND DRIVE, CHARLESTON, SC, 29412
ONLINE AT WWW.CHARLESTONCOUNTYPARKS.COM
MONDAY, JANUARY 25, 2021
AGENDA
I.Call To Order And Welcome

Manos

A. Introduction of Guests and Notification to Media
II.

Public Comments & Presentations

III.

Approval of Minutes

Manos/Bennett
Manos

A. (ACTION) Approval of December 14, 2020 Regular Commission Meeting Minutes
IV.

Old Business
A. None

V.

New Business
A. Planning and Development Update

Bowie

B. Financial Report

McManus

a.

VI.

(Action) Drug Testing, Background Screening, I-9 Services & E-Verify Contract

C. Commission Highlight: 2020 Holiday Festival of Lights

Elliott/Hutton

D. (ACTION) Election of Officers

Manos

Next Meeting
A. Regular Commission Meeting, Monday, February 22, 2021, 5:30pm at CCPRC Headquarters, Charleston, SC
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UNAPPROVED MINUTES
CHARLESTON COUNTY PARK & RECREATION COMMISSION
REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING
VIRTUALLY VIA CHARLESTONCOUNTYPARKS.COM
861 RIVERLAND DRIVE, CHARLESTON, SC, 29412
MONDAY, DECEMBER 14, 2020

Commission Members Present: Mr. Teddy Manos, Mr. Collin Bruner, Ms. Dale Aren,
Ms. Lisa King, Ms. Mattese Lecque, and Mr. Brad Taggart
Commission Members Absent: Mr. Eduardo Curry
Staff Present: Mr. David Bennett, Mr. Kevin Bowie, Mr. Charlie McManus, Mr. Phil Macchia, Ms. Gina EllisStrother, Mr. Greg Elliott (via teleconference), Ms. Renee Dickinson (via teleconference), Mr. Steve
Hutton, Ms. Patty Newshutz (via teleconference), Mr. Tommy Hale (via teleconference), Ms. Shanté
Ellis, Ms. Marcie Chiappone, Ms. Melissa Muse (via teleconference), Ms. Lisa Knisley-White (via
teleconference), Ms. Lindsay Patterson (via teleconference), Ms. Heidi Chapman (via
teleconference), Ms. Melissa Bernhardt (via teleconference), Ms. Karen Thompson (via
teleconference), and Ms. Tiffany Lyman (via teleconference).
Legal Counsel Absent: Mr. Dwayne Green (via teleconference)
Guests Present: Mr. Trey Scott
I.

Call to Order and Welcome
A. Introduction of Guests and Notification to Media
The Charleston County Park & Recreation Commission met on Monday, December 14, 2020 at
the CCPRC Headquarters, Charleston, SC and virtually via www.charlestoncountyparks.com. Mr.
Manos, Commission Chair, called the meeting to order and welcomed those in attendance. Mr.
Manos informed those present that notification of the meeting was sent to the local news media
and others requesting notification.

II.

Public Comments and Presentations
A. The South Carolina Marine Educators Association (SCMEA) Awards
Mr. Bennett congratulated Heidi Champion, CCPRC’s Education Specialist, for being awarded the
South Carolina Marine Educators Association (SCMEA) President’s Choice Award recipient for
consistently exceeding expectations and chaired the Scholarship Committee. He also congratulated
Lindsay Patterson, CCPRC’s Education Coordinator, for being awarded SCMEA’s Marine Educator of
the Year Award for embodying the organization’s vision and mission, served several years on the
Board, and co-chaired their conference when it was in Charleston. He noted that she’s an outstanding
educator and has an outstanding personality.
B.

Govtech.com’s Special District Technology Innovation Award
Mr. Bennett stated the Electronic On-Boarding Team won the agency’s Team Award and
Govtech.com’s Special District Technology Innovation Award for utilizing technology to improve
operations. Due to COVID19, the agency had to find a new solution to assist with hiring staff. The
team consisted of:
• Melissa Muse, CCPRC’s IT Project Coordinator;
• Karen Thompson, CCPRC’s Employment Coordinator;
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•
•
•

Tiffany Lyman, CCPRC’s Financial Services Manager & 2021’s E. Donald Pounder Award
Recipient;
Ande Oliver, CCPRC’s Outdoor Recreation Program Coordinator; and
Joey Crawford, CCPRC’s Folly Beach Operations Manager.

Mr. Manos thanked the recipients for their hard work and noted that it reflects positively on the
agency.
III.

Approval of Minutes
A. (ACTION) Approval of minutes of November 16, 2020 Regular Commission Meeting
Ms. Lecque stated that she’d like Lisa King to be added to the list of teleconference attendees. On
page 5 in the Foundation Update section, to update the fiscal year to 2020.
Motion to approve the minutes of the November 16, 2020 Regular Commission Meeting with the
recommended changes was made by Ms. Aren, seconded by Ms. Lecque, and approved by the
Commission. (#017-2021)

IV.

Old Business
A. None

V.

New Business
A. Audit Report
Mr. McManus introduced Mr. Trey Scott from Mauldin & Jenkins (CCPRC’s current independent
auditor) who oversaw the audit of the June 30, 2020 financial statements. He distributed 2020 financial
statements and Auditor’s Discussion and Analysis document. On-screen, Mr. Scott reviewed the
highlights of the documents and confirmed that CCPRC received an unmodified audit report opinion
and no audit findings or management points. He commended CCPRC’s Finance Department for their
hard work. He stated that not having an audit finding or management point is rare in his industry and
the agency should be proud of the work the Finance team has done. He gave an overview of the
required communications and upcoming changes in governmental accounting.
Mr. McManus asked Mr. Scott to discuss the State Retirement Liability. Mr. Scott noted that the South
Carolina Retirement System (PEBA) determines PRC’s annual contributions. He clarified that the
Government Accounting Standards Board (GASB) wants agencies to be aware that they have a large
overarching liability on their government wide financial statement, but the entire amount is not listed in
PRC’s General Fund and not due in a lump sum or one fiscal year. Mr. McManus stated that the
liability is the State’s, but GASB makes it show up as an individual agency’s liability instead of their
required contribution. He stated that this shouldn’t bring alarm to anyone as they’re reading the
statement.
Mr. Bennett commended Mr. McManus and Mr. Hale for their hard work. The Commission thanked
Mr. Scott for the presentation and diligence.
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B.

Planning and Development (P&D) Update
Mr. Bowie presented an update on the following Commission approved Capital Projects:

C.

•

Folly Beach Fishing Pier
o Construction is underway on Bib 1 & 2. The apron (i.e. retail shop and restaurant) will
reopen first and then they’ll start rebuilding the pier from the oceanside back up to the
apron.

•

Cooper River County Park Marina Repairs
o Blu-tide is 95% completed with repairs to A-D docks.
o The project should be completed by early 2021.

•

James Island County Park Fishing Dock
o Replanted spartina grass with the help of the College of Charleston’s Seeds to Shoreline
Program and the PRC’s Recreation Division.

•

McClellanville County Park
o Expansion discussion through the Open Space Institute and Charleston Greenbelt
Funding discovered that the Leland Tract that made the expansion viable is no longer
available. PRC’s Capital Improvements Projects Committee agreed that the agency
should no longer pursue the expansion due to lack of water access. Mr. Bowie and Mr.
Bennett asked the Commission to confirm their decision to not move forward at this
time. Mr. Taggart inquired as to whether the site had been master planned. Mr. Bennett
confirmed that the site does not have a Master Plan. Ms. Aren inquired what would
happen if the current pending sale doesn’t go through. Mr. Bowie confirmed that the
property would come back to the Commission for consideration. The Commission
confirmed that they are no longer interested in the Leland or Hattaway property.

•

Palmetto Island County Park
o Fiber Optic Cabling pending action item:
▪ $80,000 currently budgeted by IT with an estimated cost of $70, 574.
▪ The project would cover:
• Gatehouse to Park Center;
• Gatehouse to Concession Kiosk;
• Gatehouse to Maintenance;
• Maintenance to the Big Oak Shelter; and
• Park Center to the Splash Zone.

Financial Report
Mr. McManus presented and reviewed the checks over $7500 and financial reports for the month of
October. Mr. Manos asked Mr. McManus to provide an update on how the Holiday Festival of Lights
year to date revenue looks compared to last year. Mr. McManus noted that overall revenue is around
60% of what it’s been last year. He noted that the expenses are lower due to the reduced amenities
being provided; part-time staff reduction, food expenses, etc. Mr. Macchia noted looking at the gate
revenue would be the best indicator of success as the other services were drastically reduced or
eliminated due to COVID19. He stated that admission is doing well only down 2% in visitors and up
4% in vehicle admissions. Staff are noticing that there’s a reduction in the number of vistors per car.
5

Regular Commission Meeting
December 14, 2020
Page 4 of 4

The event is being staffed by Full-Time staff for a $350,000 in savings for the event. Mr. Macchia noted
that gate revenue is tracking at down 15% compared to last year. Mr. Bennett noted he expects that the
event’s revenue compared to previous years will hold. Commissioner King noted that each time she
visits she makes sure to purchase concessions and staff recognize her and her family as they visit the
event. Mr. Bennett noted that the Executive Admin Associate provided the Commission with a sample
of the event’s concessions. Ms. Lecque and Ms. King agreed that the public just wants to be out and
about and enjoy the facility amenities. Mr. Macchia noted that there has been a surge in attendance at
Caw Caw Interpretive Center, SK8 Charleston, Lighthouse Inlet Preserve, etc. He noted that overall
attendance is down only 4% from the previous year. He stated that it confirms that people do want to
be outside and enjoy open spaces. There were no further questions from the Commission.
a. (ACTION) Lease for Unit 4B at Signal Point Rd – Approval
Motion to accept the lease with James Island Business Park LLC, for two years for a total of
$37,277.52 for year one, and $38,395.80 for year two with an option to renew for two one-year
extensions with funds coming from the approved Enterprise Budget was made by Mr. Taggart,
seconded by Ms. Aren, and approved by the Commission. (#018-2021)

b. (ACTION) Fiber Optic Cable Installation – Approval
Motion to award fiber optic cable installation under state contract to Network Cabling
Infrastructures Inc. (NCI) for $70,574 with the funds coming from the FYE 2020 General
Agency Budget was made by Ms. King, seconded by Ms. Lecque, and approved by the
Commission. (#019-2021)
Mr. Bennett asked Mr. Macchia to give an update on an upcoming traffic study. Mr. Macchia
confirmed that he met with the Town of James Island and the Department of Transportation to
coordinate a Holiday Festival of Lights traffic study.

VIII. Next Meeting
Regular Commission Meeting, Monday, January 25, 2021, 5:30pm at CCPRC Headquarters, Charleston, SC
There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:15 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Teddy Manos, Chair

Shanté Ellis, Executive Administrative Manager
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November 2020 Checks over $7,500

Date

Check #

Vendor

Description

Amount

General Agency
11/19/2020 3036706 Adams Outdoor Advertising

HFOL Digital Advertising

$

8,000.00

Herbicide At Two Pines County Park

$

8,572.00

11/12/2020 3036697 Atcom Inc

Diagnostic on JLG #1486 JICP

$

13,886.04

11/25/2020 3036764 Palmetto Fence Co

JICP Replacement front gate

$

15,462.00

11/25/2020 3036751 United Rentals Inc

Atcom / Mitel Annual Phone Mainteance

$

30,419.50

11/25/2020 3036767 State Accident Fund

Worker's Compensation Claims

$

291,955.00

$
$
$
$
$

64,852.86
9,000.00
72,757.33
985,178.25
14,740.38

11/5/2020 3036647 Sabine and Waters Inc

11/19/2020
11/19/2020
11/25/2020
11/19/2020
11/19/2020

145
146
147
302
303

Capital Improvement Projects
Rakes Building And Maintenance Contractors, Llc CRM Dock Repairs
Carolina Sports Surfaces Inc
Sol Legare Playground
Salmon's Dredging Corp
JICP Fishing Dock Construction
Cape Romain Contractors Inc
FBFP Construction
Maverick Construction Services, Llc
JOICP Dog Park Construction
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Combined General Agency Operations
November, 2020

Combined Revenues
Support Services
Park Services
Recreation Services

Prior YTD Actuals
1,851,857
6,148,662
766,125
Total Revenue
8,766,644

Year To date Actuals
1,410,997
5,879,110
241,149
7,531,256

Total Expenses
Net Operating Income

5,258,027
7,242,121
1,776,376
14,276,524
(5,509,880)

3,980,445
6,345,205
1,317,323
11,642,973
(4,111,717)

Transfers In
Transfers Out
Change in Fund Balance

‐
1,297,705
(6,807,585)

‐
‐
(4,111,717)

119,000
2,000,000
(718,947)

Fund Balance Statement
Change in Fund Balance
Fund Balance‐ Beginning of Year
Ending Fund Balance

(6,807,585)
20,334,393
13,526,808

(4,111,717)
18,036,272
13,924,555

(718,947)
20,334,393
19,615,446

Combined Expenses
Support Services
Park Services
Recreation Services
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Current Year Budget
17,998,355
14,939,562
1,810,819
34,748,736

9,524,526
18,995,472
5,066,685
33,586,683
1,162,053

% of Budget
8%
39%
13%
22%

42%
33%
26%
35%

0%
0%

Support Services
November, 2020
Revenues
Administration Millage
Administration‐ Other
Total Revenue

Prior YTD Actuals
1,604,288
247,569
1,851,857

Year To date Actuals
1,189,145
221,852
1,410,997

Expenses
Administration
Executive
Financial Services
Human Resources
Information Technology
Marketing
Park and Program Services
Planning and Development
Safety
Total Expenses
Net Operating Income

1,930,405
513,564
310,950
255,378
1,066,988
386,082
218,027
441,590
135,044
5,258,028
(3,406,171)

1,157,067
762,779
297,621
263,443
467,089
392,392
198,091
331,218
110,748
3,980,448
(2,569,451)

Transfers In
Transfers Out
Change in Fund Balance

0
1,297,705

0
0

(4,703,876)

(2,569,451)
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Current Year Budget
17,640,000
358,355
17,998,355

% of Budget
7%
62%
8%

1,073,760
1,614,305
934,938
840,831
1,666,391
1,224,623
599,901
1,127,387
442,391
9,524,527
8,473,828

108%
47%
32%
31%
28%
32%
33%
29%
25%
42%

119,000
2,000,000

0%
0%

6,592,828

Park Services
November, 2020
Revenues
Prior YTD Actuals
Administration
7,608
Caw Caw Interpretive Center
16,118
Cooper River Marina
421,360
Folly Beach County Park
186,225
Folly Beach Fishing Pier
616,817
Isle of Palms County Park
367,499
James Island County Park
1,953,279
Johns Island County Park
69,230
Kiawah Beachwalker Park
160,614
Lake House at Bulow
58,550
Laurel Hill Plantation
826
McLeod Plantation
201,230
Mount Pleasant Palmetto Islands County Park
300,030
Mount Pleasant Pier
139,851
North Charleston Wannamaker County Park
1,599,161
Old Towne Creek County Park
4,550
SK8 Charleston
38,118
Stono River Park
0
West County Aquatics Center
7,596
Total Revenue
6,148,662
Expenses
Administration
Caw Caw Interpretive Center
Cooper River Marina
Folly Beach County Park
Folly Beach Fishing Pier
Isle of Palms County Park
James Island County Park
Johns Island County Park
Kiawah Beachwalker Park
Lake House at Bulow
Laurel Hill Plantation
McLeod Plantation
Mount Pleasant Palmetto Islands County Park
Mount Pleasant Pier
North Charleston Wannamaker County Park
Old Towne Creek County Park
SK8 Charleston
Stono River Park
Undeveloped Properties & HQ Maintenance
West County Aquatics Center
Total Expenses
Change in Fund Balance

485,034
123,629
374,328
184,424
488,278
286,255
1,864,390
156,235
157,398
60,120
28,785
98,205
518,812
214,381
1,433,510
12,911
94,415
604
605,702
54,705
7,242,121
(1,093,459)
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Year To date Actuals Current Year Budget
4,906
500
24,848
52,497
415,042
828,677
302,300
551,464
579,196
892,232
470,495
894,859
2,087,353
5,873,114
39,486
92,660
188,589
342,663
41,650
152,460
1,850
8,192
109,970
414,055
212,947
739,993
152,016
351,338
1,149,399
3,612,806
19,988
0
71,164
118,072
3,881
2,430
4,031
11,550
5,879,111
14,939,562

482,461
120,026
150,679
166,139
442,428
300,496
1,549,861
164,894
162,833
39,480
5,983
98,202
418,067
193,457
1,299,611
4,551
83,129
9,840
587,739
65,327
6,345,203
(466,092)

1,208,171
344,274
593,130
417,728
1,169,426
713,954
5,266,938
495,893
375,573
142,298
25,270
321,136
1,348,943
527,159
3,400,238
46,224
269,279
39,328
2,110,794
179,717
18,995,473
(4,055,911)

% of Budget
981%
47%
50%
55%
65%
53%
36%
43%
55%
27%
23%
27%
29%
43%
32%
0%
60%
160%
35%
39%

40%
35%
25%
40%
38%
42%
29%
33%
43%
28%
24%
31%
31%
37%
38%
10%
31%
25%
28%
36%
33%

Recreation Services
November, 2020
Revenue
Accessibility
Community Recreation
Interpretive
Outdoor
Special Events
Runs, Races & Fitness
Total Revenue

Expenses
Administration
Accessibility
Community Recreation
Interpretive
Outdoor
Special Events
Runs, Races & Fitness
Total Expenses
Change in Fund Balance

Prior YTD Actuals
2,728
97,178
39,909
358,208
173,846
94,256
766,125

Year To date Actuals
0
840
13,413
135,683
43,675
47,538
241,149

Current Year Budget
5,750
221,000
131,800
821,020
400,604
230,645
1,810,819

% of Budget
0%
0%
10%
17%
11%
21%
13%

238,322
5,441
523,214
255,291
451,410
177,278
125,419
1,776,375
(1,010,250)

244,479
1,854
254,621
263,592
342,567
104,188
106,022
1,317,323
(1,076,174)

715,781
42,513
1,187,282
821,110
1,374,348
543,970
381,681
5,066,685
(3,255,866)

34%
4%
21%
32%
25%
19%
28%
26%
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MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:
RE:

David Bennett
Jan Coulter
January 19, 2021
Drug Testing, Background Screening, I-9 Services & E-Verify Contract 2021-004

A Request for Proposal was issued and publicly advertised to provide Drug testing, Background
Screening, I-9 and E-Verify services for a period of one year with options for renewal for up to
two additional years. Five firms responded.
Total Insight Screening, Inc. provided the best overall proposal and prices. They are 100%
women owned, National Background Screening firm, Compliance and Drug Testing provider,
and have been in business for almost 19 years.
Recommend approval to enter into a contract with Total Insight Screening, Inc. for one
year to provide drug testing, background, screening, I-9 and E-Verify services. The cost
for the first year of services is estimated at $48,000 and future services not to exceed the
annual budget with funds coming from the approved Human Resources Budget.
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Hicks: The Holiday Festival of Lights is just what we all needed this year
Dec 25, 2020
Brian Hicks

In just about every holiday movie — and that includes “Die

And there aren’t many things better than a million-bulb light

Hard” — somebody, at some point, has to save Christmas.

show. Where else can you see Santa sledding down the side of
a building, Old Man Winter blowing through a live oak or even

For us, the star of this year’s Christmas story isn’t Jimmy

Jaws lurking on the side of the road?

Stewart, Rudolph or even Bruce Willis. It is undoubtedly the
staff of the Charleston County Park and Recreation

Such electric, eclectic joy is only found at the James Island

Commission.

County Park, and only at Christmastime.

Because even with a pandemic raging, with theaters,

For the past 31 years, millions of people from all 50 states

restaurants and concert halls shuttered or socially distanced,

have visited the 2-mile, drive-through light show, a collection

the parks folks delivered the one Lowcountry tradition that

of more than 700 displays that has been named one of the

we really, really needed this year: the Holiday Festival of

best events of its kind by the Southeastern Tourism Society.

Lights.

But this year, of course, there was some doubt the show could

go on.

Yes, Virginia, when we look back on 2020 with less-than-fond
memories, the true heroes are always going to be health care

Randy Woodard, general manager of James Island County

workers, grocery store staffs and all those people who

Park, says that in the spring, when planning for the light show

ensured we survived this nightmare. But the employees at

regularly begins, his staff was just as uncertain as everyone

Charleston County parks deserve our thanks, too.

else. Most businesses were shut down and there was no end
to the coronavirus madness in sight.
“We knew we wanted to do it, so we started asking how we
could do it,” Woodard says. “We wanted to let the people
come out, but keep them and the staff safe. The show has
always been a driving tour, so that part was intact.”

But every other year, folks get out of their cars, wander the
trails, take a train ride, put the kids on the merry-go-round,
get some hot chocolate. And they visit Santa’s Attic, where it’s
an annual tradition to buy that year’s new ornament.
Most of that seemed out of the question. And there was no
guarantee they could even get 80 trailers full of lights set up.
Usually, volunteers do that work while staying in the
People have been yearning for a small slice of normalcy, some

campgrounds. That didn’t seem possible last spring.

semblance of good ol’ fashioned tradition. They wanted

So, in grand holiday tradition, everyone pitched in.

something to make them forget the myriad troubles of the

Administrative staff not accustomed to setting up Dinosaur-

world for a few minutes.
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Hicks: Holiday Festival — continued

As Woodard says, there’s no other sight like rounding that
first turn into a winter wonderland, where lighted dolphins

jump among the shrimp boats in front of the Ravenel Bridge,
where reindeer frolic between lighted palm trees and Santa is
perpetually hitting a hole-in-one.
“Not once did anyone say, ‘we can’t do this,’ ” Woodard
recalls.
And for that, we owe the good folks at Charleston County
parks our thanks. They saved one of the Lowcountry’s most
endearing, enduring Christmas traditions.

land rolled up their sleeves and went to work, lugging
displays, changing bulbs and plugs. As Woodard says, a lot of
people were outside their comfort zone. But they were
determined.
The staff decided to open Santa’s Attic gift shop during the
day, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m., when there wasn’t as much traffic,
to ensure folks could buy personalized gifts. They even
designed a drive-through so visitors could get cookies and hot
chocolate during the show, which runs nightly from 5:30 to
10 p.m. through Dec. 31.
And it all works wonderfully.
It’s no surprise traffic for the Festival of Lights is not down this
year.
The park is on track to hit somewhere between 210,000 and
230,000 visitors, same as always.
That’s because the show is an important part of Christmas
around here. Folks who came as children now bring their kids,
or even their grandchildren.
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CHRISTMAS

It's Lit! The 50 Best Christmas Light Displays in Each State Will Bring You a Whole
Watt of Holiday Cheer
DECEMBER 1, 2020 – 12:16 PM – 0 COMMENTS
By STEPHANIE OSMANSKI

South Carolina — Holiday Festival of Lights in
Charleston, SC
At James Island County Park’s Holiday Festival of Lights
in Charleston, SC, you’ll drive through three miles of a
gorgeous Christmas lights display. The festival features
all kinds of lights and animatronics and runs from now
until December 31. For an additional experience, you
can also book a visit with Santa Claus himself and walk
away with a 5×7 souvenir photo.
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HOSPITALITY AND TOURISM

Santa Claus has come to town
Staff Report l DEC 11, 2020
Charleston County Parks has given Santa Claus a new day job.
Rather than have Jolly Old St. Nick meet and greet children in
the evening hours of the Holiday Festival of Lights, he will be
there to take photos during daytime hours on the weekends
instead. The annual festival, which this year requires visitors
to remain in their cars, features more than 700 light displays,
mostly created in-house by park staff.
Appointments must be made to visit with Santa, and he’ll be
there between 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. on Saturdays and 12-4 p.m.
on Sundays, through Dec. 20. More days might become available.
On Dec. 6, children with disabilities and those who needed a
Drustan Smoak and his family came to town for a special visit with Santa Claus.

calmer, quieter environment to enjoy the special experience

(Photos/Kim McManus)

were invited for a photo session with Santa in a more serene
space. Jack Sheffield, who played the part of St. Nicholas, is
fluent in American Sign Language and was able to communicate with children who were hearing impaired.
In addition to the scheduled weekend sessions with Santa,
CCPR and Gary Coleman Photography will be taking family
photos on select nights. The mini sessions are first-come, firstserved, will have no-touch interaction, and photos can be ordered online.
This festival’s gift shop, Santa’s Attic, also will be open for
daytime hours only, from 9-5 p.m.

Beth and Dillan Sekula show off their Christmas cheer.

Fluent in American Sign Language, Santa signs with
Angela Brogdon.
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TRI-COUNTY

Holiday lights stay up in the Lowcountry
By Riley Bean | December 26, 2020 at 9:59 AM EST - Updated December 26 at 10:00 AM
CHARLESTON, S.C. (WCSC) - For those that didn’t get a chance

Those up for more sparking lights can head to Moncks Corner

to see them before Christmas, Moncks Corner and James Is-

for the Celebrate the Season holiday driving tour.

land won’t pack up their light displays just yet.

In its tenth year, The Celebrate the Season holiday driving

James Island County Park officials say people still feeling holly

tour will be held at Santee Cooper Headquarters in Moncks

and jolly can enjoy millions of twinkling lights from the com-

Corner.

fort of their warm car. The James Island County Park Holiday

Organizers say people can enjoy beautiful holiday scenes from

Festival of Lights will remain open from 5:30 p.m. to 10 p.m.

6 p.m. to 9 p.m. through Dec. 30th.

through New Years Eve, officials say.
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Charleston’s winter bucket list
DEC 10 2020 / STAFF
Seasons greetings, Charleston.

“reindeer” and elves. Mrs. Claus will provide freshly baked
cookies and hot chocolate, but don’t forget to bring your own
blanket to stay warm. Don’t forget, you can stick around
afterwards for pictures with Santa.

To help you get the most out of the most wonderful time of
the year, we’ve compiled our Charleston winter bucket list,
complete with 50+ events and activities to try. So jingle all the
way through this list to make sure you don’t miss anything.

Stream “A Christmas Carol” presented by Charleston Stage
Watch a classic Christmas play while supporting a local
theater company. With a $10 donation to the Curtain Up
Fund, you will receive a ticket to the virtual showing of “A
Christmas Carol”, available for viewing through Dec. 31.

Activities
Go see the Christmas tree at Folly
Beach. Though a
lot has changed in
2020, one thing has
not: the Folly Beach
Christmas Tree. As
bright + beautiful
as ever, this year’s
tree is all lit up and
ready for visitors,
so grab a cup of
cocoa and stop by
to see the colorful
lights + get in the
holiday spirit.

Create a holiday art project. Add a few homemade
decorations to your collection this year by painting holidaythemed canvases in classes led by Andre from Art with
Andre
or creating
kaleidoscope
glass
Christmas
ornaments with artist Sherri Welser.

Where to see lights
Holiday Festival of Lights | Nightly through Thurs., Dec. 31 |
5:30-10 p.m. | James Island County Park, 871 Riverland Dr.
| $20+/vehicle | Due to COVID-19 precautions, this year’s
event will operate on drive-thru only.

Take (socially distanced) photos with Santa. Santa is taking
extra precautions this Christmas in order to keep everyone
safe + healthy, but that doesn’t mean he’s stopped visiting
spots around town. This season, catch Santa at the South
Carolina Aquarium (100 Aquarium Wharf), James Island
County Park (871 Riverland Dr.) and Northwoods Mall (2150
Northwoods Blvd., North Charleston) for contactless meet +
greets and photos.
Attend a holiday concert. Experience in-person all of your
favorite Christmas carols at the Charleston Symphony Holiday
Pops Concert or stream the Drayton Hall (3380 Ashley River
Rd.) virtual African American Spirituals Concert in the comfort
of your own home.
James Island County Park's Holiday Festival of Lights | Photo via
@charlestoncountyparks

Ride in Santa’s sleigh with Old South Carriage Co.
Join Santa + Mrs. Claus for a ride around the city led by
7

Winter Bucket List — continued
College of Charleston Cougar Night Lights | Nightly through
Fri., Jan. 1 | 5:30-9 p.m. | Cistern Yard, 66 George St. | Free
| CofC’s annual light show at the Cistern Yard will begin every
half hour during operating hours.

Dr., Murrells Inlet | $12+ (child), $20+ (adult) | A dazzling
display of over 2,800 hand-lit candles + countless sparkling
Christmas lights
Moncks Corner Holiday Lights Driving Tour | Nightly through
Wed., Dec. 30 (Closed Dec. 24-25) | 6-9 p.m. | 1 Riverwood
Dr. | $5/vehicle | Proceeds benefit local charities.
Drive around these spots set up with large trees + holiday
lights:
Mount Pleasant Towne Centre | 1218 Belk Dr, Mt Pleasant
Hutchinson Square | 102 S Main St., Summerville

Winter festivals
Boone Hall Winter Wonderland | Sat., Dec. 5 | 10 a.m.-5 p.m.
| Boone Hall Farms, 2434 N. Hwy. 17, Mt. Pleasant | $5
| Make s’mores, meet Disney characters, see Santa + pick out
the perfect Christmas tree.
Hanahan Christmas Market | Fri., Dec. 11 | 4-8 p.m.
| Yeamans Hall Canteen, 1240 Yeamans Hall Rd., Hanahan |
Free admission | Shop, eat + drink your way into the holiday
season.
Deck the Halls: Golf Cart Parade and Tree Lighting | Fri., Dec.
11 | 5-8 p.m. | Nexton Square, 801 Nexton Sq. Dr.,
Summerville | Free admission | Get in the holiday spirit by
watching the lighted golf cart parade, visiting the photo booth
+ shopping for gifts at local stores and boutiques.

Nights of a Thousand Candles 2020 | Nightly through Thurs.,
Dec. 31 | 4-9 p.m. | Brookgreen Gardens, 1931 Brookgreen

Family Yuletide in the Stableyards | Sat., Dec. 12 | 5:30-8
p.m. | The Stableyards at Middleton Place, 4300 Ashley River
Rd. | $10 (child), $25 (adult) | Create your own holiday decor
with fresh greenery + berries, view the living nativity scene,
enjoy a story read by Father Christmas and listen to songs of
carolers.
Chanukah in the Square | Sun., Dec. 13 | 4 p.m. | The Bend,
3775 Azalea Dr., North Charleston | Free admission | This
year’s event will be in the form of a drive-thru to ensure the
safety of the community.
Reindeer Walk & Holiday Fest | Sat., Dec. 19 | 11 a.m.-3
p.m. | Magnolia Plantation and Gardens, 3550 Ashley River
Rd. | Free with general admission | Santa needs help finding
his lost reindeer. There will be fun holiday-themed activities,
8

Winter Bucket List — continued
live music, meet + greets with “Frozen” characters and much,
much more.

Christmapolitan from Handcraft Kitchen & Cocktails
Not sure what to expect from a Christmapolitan? It’s
Handcraft’s seasonal take on a Cosmopolitan, complete with
vodka, elderflower, dry vermouth, spiced cranberry sauce,
rosemary, lime + absinthe mist. But that’s not all – their
Christmas cocktail menu also includes festive drinks named
Jolly Koala, Snowball Old-Fashioned and On Dasher.

Food + drinks
Candy cane cappuccino + peppermint foam cold brew
from Cuppa Manna Stop by the Summerville (100 S. Main St.)
or Goose Creek (2007 2nd Ave.) locations to really get in the
holiday spirit with these two seasonal drinks. Don’t worry
about the weather – there’s an option for both warm or chilly
afternoons.

Soups + bisques from Five Loaves Cafe. Nothing says wintertime like a steaming bowl of soup or bisque. If you’re in
desperate need of some warming up, Five Loaves Cafe in
Summerville (214 N. Cedar St.) + Mt. Pleasant (1055 Johnnie
Dodds Blvd.) offers a variety of soup options like Tomato
Tarragon with Crab Meat, Potato, Broccoli + Cheddar and Kale
+ Sausage. Be sure to check out their menus beforehand,
though, as the soup menu changes daily.

Charcuterie boards from Island Provisions There’s no better
addition to a (socially-distanced) holiday gathering than a
charcuterie board – and these boards look seriously delicious.
Each is piled high with the finest meats, cheeses, crackers +
spreads and garnished with fresh, green herbs. Call or email to
reserve one before you host your next event.

Donating

Hot cocoa donut from Bked Shop With a hot cocoa buttercream filling, sweet cream glaze + peppermint, marshmallow
sprinkles, this is a Christmas morning treat that cannot be
turned down. Visit either of the Charleston (99 Westedge St.)
or Summerville (408 Nexton Sq.) shops to grab one before
they’re all gone.

Holiday Canned Food Drive | Sun., Nov. 1-Thurs., Dec. 31 |
9:30 a.m.-5:30 p.m. | Magnolia Plantation and Gardens, 3550
Ashley River Rd. | $20 | With the donation of a canned food
item for the Lowcountry Food Bank, receive a free general
admission ticket with the purchase of a general admission
ticket.

Christmas cookies from Little Southern Bakes No holiday
treat list is complete without Christmas cookies. Order up a
freshly baked batch of holiday shaped + decorated sugar
cookies from one of Charleston’s favorite local bakers.

Toys for Tots at Patriots Point | Tues., Dec. 1-Fri., Dec. 11 |
Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-5 p.m. + Sat.-Sun. 9 a.m.-5 p.m. | Patriots
Point Naval & Maritime Museum, 40 Patriots Point Rd., Mt.
Pleasant | $20 | Bring a toy donation for Toys for Tots +
receive $4 off of an adult general admission ticket.
Toys for Tots Donation Drive-Thru | Sat., Dec. 5 | 12-4 p.m.
| Charleston County Democrats Office, 1379 Ashley River Rd. |
Free | Bring an unwrapped gift to donate to Toys for Tots +
enjoy a free cup of hot chocolate.
Homeless Warming Shelter Serve Opportunity | Sun., Dec. 6Sun., Dec. 13| 6 p.m.-8:30 a.m. | Arthur W. Christopher
Community Center, 265 Fishburne St. | Free | When
temperatures drop below 50 degrees, volunteers come
together to create the Warming Center, where those
experiencing homelessness can escape the cold weather +
have a warm meal. In order to offer this service, the
center needs volunteers.
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Winter Bucket List — continued

Lowcountry Holiday Social & Toy Drive | Wed., Dec. 9 | 5:307 p.m. | Baystreet Biergarten, 549 E. Bay St. | $15-$25 | Come
have a drink + socialize, but don’t forget to bring an
unwrapped toy to donate to MUSC Shawn Jenkins Children’s
Hospital.
Live Oak Square Holiday Open House | Sat., Dec. 12 | 12-5
p.m. | Live Oak Square, 1800 Crowne Commons Way | Free
admission | Come out to see Santa, shop til you drop + donate
a gift to Toys for Tots.
NYE events
Wrapping Night | Sat., Dec. 12 | 5-8:30 p.m. | The Bend, 3775
Azalea
Dr.,
North
Charleston
|
Free
with
registration | Join Charleston Hope in wrapping presents for
students in Title I schools.

Noon Year’s Eve Party | Thurs., Dec. 31 | 10 a.m.-2 p.m.
| Bizzy Bee Indoor Play Center, 7671 Northwoods Blvd. Suite
A, North Charleston | $25/child, $5/adult | Celebrate the new
year early with pizza, balloon drops, games + giveaways.

Christmas Double Feature Drive-In Event | Fri., Dec. 18 | 4
p.m. (gates open), 6 p.m. (movie begins) | Tradesman Brewing
Co., 1647 King St. Extension | $60 per vehicle | Order from
food trucks, browse the holiday market, listen to live music +
watch “The Polar Express” and “Elf”. All proceeds will go
towards Charleston Habitat for Humanity.

New Year’s Eve Speakeasy VIP Party | Thurs., Dec. 31 | 8
p.m.-1 a.m. | Eli’s Table, 129 Meeting St. | $150 | Indoor +
outdoor party limited to 100 people.
The Carolina Girl Yacht New Year’s Eve Party | Thurs., Dec.
31 | 9:30 p.m.-12:30 a.m. | St. Johns Yacht Harbor, 2408
Maybank Hwy., Johns Island | $125 | Tickets include light food
+ appetizers; BYOB. Boarding will begin at 9:15 p.m.

See our full roundup for more ways to give back to the
community this holiday season.

Bourbon N’ Bubbles New Years Eve | Thurs., Dec. 31 | 6 p.m.
-12:30 a.m. | Bourbon N’ Bubbles, 570 King St.
| $100 | Tickets include hors d’oeuvres, dessert + party favors.
Cash bar ends at 10:30 p.m.

Ice skating
Carolina Ice Palace | 7665 Northwoods Blvd., North
Charleston | $10+ | Click here for the public skating schedule.

Republic’s New Year’s Eve Party | Thurs., Dec. 31 | 6 p.m.10:30 p.m. | Republic Garden & Lounge, 462 King St.
| $85 | Open bar, live music, hors d’oeuvres + party favors.

Summerville Skates | 130 E 2nd N St., Summerville | $8
| Book your skate time here.
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Dreading a slight Christmas? Charleston shows (and treats, too) are home for
the holidays
By Maura Hogan mhogan@postandcourier.com
Dec 5, 2020 Updated Dec 24, 2020

Feeling forlorn by a hunkered-down holiday? It’s true, the fact
that the pandemic is picking up speed like the Grinch’s
careening sleigh has upended much of Charleston’s cherished
seasonal pastimes.
While you’re adjusting those post-turkey waistlines, now
would be a good time to adjust your attitude, too.
Yes, holiday hopefuls, there is a Santa Claus song or two in
your near future, delivered with the zest of local artists who
are unleashing impressive cheer. Some are offering digital
viewings to augment live shows. Others have moved annual
events entirely online.

Charleston Stage’s 2018 production of “A Christmas Carol”
is available for viewing online. Charleston Stage/Provided

Here are a few sparkling local productions, all with home
viewing options, which are sure to buoy flagging spirits. To
make these moments merrier still, we’ve paired each with a
similarly inspired local treat.

“Well, in addition to the many marvelous characters and
situations Dickens gives us in ‘A Christmas Carol,’ this special
story holds out the possibility for change and renewal —
something I think everyone longs for at times. What is truly
miraculous about us frail human beings is that we do have the
capacity to change and grow.”

So, eat, drink and be merry, the Charleston at-home holiday
way. You’ll also show your support for our city’s treasured arts
community as it lifts us all.

Scrooge in the House

In addition to the online viewing, which is free with a donation
of $10 or more to Charleston Stage’s “Curtain Up” fund,
there’s a free parent/education guide for kids ages 10 and up.
All are available for download.

For 40 years, Charleston Stage has charmed audiences with its
holiday dose of Dickens. Its take on “A Christmas Carol,” an
original adaptation of the beloved classic imagined by the
company’s founding artistic director Julian Wiles, has become
a beloved tradition.

Tune In: Now through Dec. 31 via charlestonstage.com.
Pair up: Coburg Egg Nog, a Christmas classic with a wreathedup and rotating cow to prove it.

This year, the company shares its 2018 production online. The
perfect antidote for bah humbug inclinations, the show
promises Christmas card sets, colorful costumes, an orchestra
and a professional cast, along with other visual marvels,
special effects and a holiday musical score.

Humming a new tune
Charleston Men’s Chorus regularly offers its “Christmas
Concert” at Sottile Theatre. This year, which marks the choir’s
30th anniversary, the concert will be prerecorded instead and
released on social media platforms.

“Why has this tale of Scrooge and Tiny Tim and friends
endured for over 200 years?” asks Wiles in his program note.
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Charleston shows (and treats, too) — continued

For the performance, artistic director Ricard Bordas organized
two in-person small groups within the choir, an a cappella
quartet/quintet and a chamber choir of 13 singers and piano.
The program offers music from the Renaissance and traditional Christmas carols, including “Still, Still, Still,” “O Come All Ye
Faithful,” “A Little Drummer Boy,” “O Holy Night,” and “Have
Yourself a Merry Little Christmas.”

noun and as a verb,” said Sharon Graci, artistic director of
Pure Theatre. “Louis Armstrong personified cheer. To this day,
his music inspires hope and has the transformative ability to
bring instant happiness. In a time when public expressions of
anger, struggle, disappointment, and fear assault our news
and social media feeds, Armstrong’s commitment to finding
joy and embodying cheer, despite his lifelong battles against
racism and labeling, is transcendent.”

Bordas said the group started socially distanced rehearsals a
few weeks ago on the fifth floor of the parking garage on
Church and Cumberland streets. “We have heard several
comments by those coming to pick up their cars after work,”
he said.

Tune in: Available for streaming from Dec. 17 through Jan. 2
by purchasing tickets or a seasonal Flex Pass at puretheatre.org.
Pair up: We recommend mixing your favorite rye with Bittermilk’s New Orleans Style Old Fashioned Rouge and garnish
with a lemon twist. Pure suggests upping the Louisiana with a
big bowl of red beans and rice.

Bordas notes there have been positive new experiences about
rehearsing a choir in new ways. “This choral music is reaching
some people that, otherwise, perhaps never would go to
listen to a choir concert in person,” he said.

Pops goes the holiday

Tune in: Dec. 13 via charlestonmenschorus.org.
Yuriy “Claus” Bekker and the Charleston Symphony promise
the merriest-ever Holiday Pops! performance yet, with

Pair up: Bordas recommends pairing the program of
traditional Christmas songs with traditional Christmas foods.
We’re thinking gingerbread cookies, like those on offer at
Charleston’s Sugar Bakeshop, or give it a singularly Charleston
flair by making its “Charleston Single” Gingerbread House Kit.

Pure Satchmo
As part of its 2020-21 “Season of Hope,” Pure Theatre brings
you “Satchmo at the Waldorf,” a one-man show by Terry
Teachout featuring Pure Core Ensemble member Douglas
Scott Streater, who portrays both Louis Armstrong and Miles
Davis.
The show is set backstage at the Empire Room of New York’s
Waldorf Astoria Hotel, where the great New Orleans trumpet
player prepares for a final performance while looking back on
his illustrious life.
“Especially during the holidays, I love having the opportunity
to consider the idea of “cheer” and what it means—both as a

Yuriy Bekker conducts a past performance of Charleston
Symphony’s Holiday Pops! Charleston Symphony/Provided
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Charleston shows (and treats, too) — continued

Here’s a holiday miracle: There’s still a chance to enjoy this
year’s event through the power of technology, as a download
of the concert will soon be available for $10.

favorites like “Sleigh Ride” and “Rudolph the Red-Nosed
Reindeer,” along with a sleigh full of surprise special guests.
The main event takes place live for socially distanced, limitedcapacity performances at Charleston Gaillard Center. Ticket
holders can download a recording of the performance to
enjoy for the remainder of the holiday.

Tune in: The virtual performance premieres Dec. 19, and is
available on demand thereafter.
Pair up: Get in the holiday red with a Ruby Slipper, made by
mixing one part Firefly Ruby Red Grapefruit vodka, three parts
club soda and a splash of cranberry juice, garnished with a
lime wedge.

For added holiday shimmer, the CSO is offering patrons who
purchase two tickets a complimentary pass to this year’s

Holiday Festival of Lights at James Island County Park
with the checkout code CSOLIGHTS.
Tune in: Dec. 18 is sold out, but tickets are still available for
the Dec. 19 performance.
Pair up: The CSO suggests a nice warm mug of hot chocolate
for music lovers of all ages. Go local by picking up a Charleston
Collection Hot Chocolate Tin from Christophe Artisan
Chocolatier.

You can swing it
This past Friday at Firefly Distillery, Charleston Jazz let loose
with a live performance of its annual Holiday Swing (shifting
with its season to the socially distanced outdoor venue of
Firefly Distillery in North Charleston due to the pandemic).
Review: After a pandemic hiatus, Charleston Symphony begins
anew at the Gaillard Center

Enjoy a Ruby Slipper made with Firefly Ruby Grapefruit vodka
while viewing Charleston Jazz’s “Holiday Swing,” a recording of
its performance at Firefly Distillery. Firefly Distillery/Provided

For the 2020 “Holiday Swing,” the Charleston Jazz Orchestra
brought in Zandrina Dunning and a host of Yuletide favorites,
among them “All I Want for Christmas is You,” “I’ve Got My
Love to Keep Me Warm” and “Winter Wonderland.”

Tap-happy holidays
For 25 years, producers and performers Brad and Jennifer
Moranz’s “Charleston Christmas Special” have gathered
singers, dancers and musicians in a glitzy and gleeful
celebration of the most wonderful time of the year.

“Enjoy holiday tunes with a twist, tasty cocktails to keep you
warm and celebrate the season with us,” said Tatjana
Beylotte, executive director of Charleston Jazz. “Charleston
Jazz is so grateful for the support of our community and look
forward to sharing a wonderful season with you in 2021,”

This year, the live show at limited capacity at Charleston
Music Hall sold out. The show, however, will stream on.

13

Charleston shows (and treats, too) — continued

Pair up: All this razzle-dazzle calls for confectionery bling. Pick
up a box of St. Honore Pastry’s Chocolate Truffles with flavors
such as dark chocolate salted caramel, dark chocolate Grand
Marnier, milk chocolate bourbon and white chocolate
coconut.

Medieval times
Charleston’s a cappella chamber choir The King’s
Counterpoint will post a live recording of its annual free
Christmas Concert, “Christmas Through the Ages VII,” online
at no cost to viewers.
David Acres, musical director of The King’s Counterpoint said,
“It’s been a Charleston holiday tradition for the past seven
years, ever since the choir was formed.”

Moranz Christmas Special: Brad and Jennifer Moranz’s annual
“Christmas Special” this year features an online option.
Moranz Productions/Provided

The idea to go online came after the group’s November online
concert, attracting a vast audience of choral music lovers from
around the world, including the United Kingdom, France,
Spain, Italy, Australia and North America.

“Jenny and I are very grateful we’re able to do the show at all,
even in this limited capacity,” said Brad Moranz. “By offering a
streaming option, families can keep their holiday tradition of
enjoying the ‘Charleston Christmas Special’ while staying
safe.”

While holiday travel may be off the table this year, audience
members can still embark on a musical journey across the
centuries. The concert traces sacred choral music first-century
chants and the Middle Ages, through the Renaissance and
ensuing centuries straight through to modern times.

This year, vocalist Tiffany Parker returns, along with country
singer and ventriloquist Michael Minor. Jazz vocalist Amy
Banks performs “Boogie Woogie Santa Claus” and Matthew
Billman shares a rendition of David Phelps’ “Birthday of the
King.” Rodney Archie shares a gospel version of “Joyful
Joyful.” There’s plenty more, too.

“It has been extremely important to all of us at The
King’s Counterpoint to bring music to our audience and to
music lovers in Charleston,” Acres said.
Tune In: Livestreamed at 3 p.m. Dec. 20 on the King’s
Counterpoint YouTube Channel via event.gives/kcpctta.
Before then, click the link for an online raffle, CDs, a sponsorship store and donation portal.

Those wishing to stream the 2020 Charleston Christmas
Special can purchase the streaming option for $25 (plus fees).
Tune in: From 7 p.m. Dec. 19-27. Those purchasing the
streaming option will receive a unique link to view the show
online,
good
for
a
one-time
viewing,
via
www.bradandjennifermoranz.com.

Pair up: David Acres suggests a Christmas cocktail with one
ounce Jasper Gin, one ounce of cranberry juice, one teaspoon
of lemon juice, six ounces of club soda, or enough to fill the
glass, garnished with fresh cranberries.
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Festivals of trees and lights, a ‘Snow Queen’ and some holiday swing for your
Charleston weekend
By Liz Foster lfoster@postandcourier.com
Dec 16, 2020 Updated Dec 21, 2020
Woodlands Nature Reserve in West Ashley continues its
Illuminated Forest on Saturday nights through December.
Guests can drive through a 1-mile loop of the campground
and around the lake to view the lights (and lasers!), followed
by live music at the campfire from Pierce Alexander and hot
chocolate and s’mores available for purchase. 6-9 p.m. Dec.
19 and 26; $10 per car; 843-400-3003, woodlandsnaturereserve.com
Don’t forget about the Holiday Festival of Lights at James

Island County Park
through
Dec.
31
(ccprc.com/1975/
Holiday-Festival-ofLights) and the Holiday Lights Driving
Tour at Old Santee
Canal Park in Moncks
Corner through Dec.
30, though closed
Christmas Eve and
Christmas
Day
(bit.ly/37iH6hI).

The countdown to Christmas will be coming to a close next
week, but there’s still plenty left on the calendar to put you in
the holiday spirit, including lit holiday trees and LED light
displays in and around town for your enjoyment, all at a safe
distance from COVID-19.
Dragon Boat Charleston and Explore Charleston teamed up for
the inaugural Festival of Trees at the Charleston Area Visitor
and Reception Center downtown. DBC, which promotes the
physical and mental wellness of cancer survivors, invited
community groups and organizations to adopt a tree and
decorate it in honor or memory of someone who has battled
cancer.

A ‘Snow Queen,’ a King’s Counterpoint and other
holiday performances
The Charleston

“We are all inspired by the journeys of our survivors, and
seeing the stories of so many strong people come to life
through each tree is very moving,” said Amy Brennan,
executive director with Dragon Boat Charleston. In celebration
of Hanukkah, which began Dec. 10, there also is a menorah
display on loan from the family of Jerry and Anita Zucker. 8:30
a.m.-5 p.m. through Jan. 5; 375 Meeting St.; free admission;
843-714-4131, dragonboatcharleston.org/events/festival-oftrees

Symphony Orchestra has limited tickets

remaining for its “Holiday Pops” matinee performance at the
Gaillard Center on Saturday, featuring Christmas favorites and
special guests. Noon Dec. 19; 95 Calhoun St.; $25-$114; 843724-5212, gaillardcenter.org
King’s Counterpoint will continue with its annual tradition of
its “Christmas Through the Ages” performance Sunday, online
only this year. 3 p.m. Dec. 20; Free streaming; thekingscounterpoint.com
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Festivals of trees & lights — continued

The Charleston Christmas Special from Brad and Jennifer
Moranz (performed live Dec. 11-13 at Charleston Music Hall)
can be viewed online beginning Saturday. Dec. 19-27; $25;
bradandjennifermoranz.com

“Holiday Swing” from the Charleston Jazz Orchestra and
special guest Zandrina Dunning (performed live Dec. 4 at
Firefly Distillery) can be streamed online Saturday. 7:30-9 p.m.
premiere Dec. 19; $10; charlestonjazz.com

The Charleston Music Hall downtown is getting in on the
holiday music action, with Gaslight Street’s “Funky Christmas
Jingle Ball” with special guests on Thursday and “A Very
Country Christmas” featuring Solid Country Gold and “a
surprise cast of Charleston musicians” on Sunday. 8 p.m. Dec.
17 and 7 p.m. Dec. 20; 37 John St.; $20 admission for both
shows; 843-853-2252, charlestonmusichall.com

Palmetto City Ballet, formerly Ballet Evolution, will continue
the annual tradition of its presentation of “Snow Queen” at
the Sottile Theatre downtown, Saturday and Sunday.
Remaining tickets are limited for the company’s adaptation of
Hans Christian Andersen’s classic fairy tale of the same name,
also referred to as the “alt-Nutcracker.” 2 p.m. Dec. 19 and

Holiday movies? Of course there are.

7:30 p.m. Dec. 20; 44 George St.; $20-$50; 843-864-4809,

The Terrace Theater on James Island has got it going ON with
its options, some inside, some for drive-in and some for both
over various days: “A Christmas Story,” “The Polar Express,”
“White Christmas,” “The Muppets Christmas Carol” and “It’s a
Wonderful Life.” 1956-D Maybank Highway; 843-762-4247,
terracetheater.com

palmettocityballet.org/performances-tickets

Palmetto City Ballet, formerly known as Ballet Evolution,
will present its annual production of “Snow Queen” at the
Sottile Theatre Dec. 19-20. File/Ballet Evolution/Provided
Frank Capra’s “It’s A Wonderful Life” will be screened at the Terrace Theater on James Island beginning Dec. 18. File/AP Photo/RKO Pictures Inc.
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Charleston Music Hall downtown will offer “A Christmas
Story” matinee and “National Lampoon’s Christmas
Vacation” evening screening, Saturday. 2 p.m. and 7 p.m.
Dec. 19; 37 John St.; $10-$12; 843-853-2252, charlestonmusichall.com
Charleston Habitat for Humanity will offer “A Christmas
Double Feature” at Tradesman Brewing, where it will screen
“The Polar Express” and “Elf.” There will be a holiday market,
food trucks and live music, Friday; Gates open 4 p.m., movies
begin at 6 p.m.; 1647 King St. Extension; $60 a car with up to
six people; bit.ly/HabitatMovies
Variation on a theme: Mex 1 Coastal Cantina will host its
Xmas Movie Themed Trivia and Ugly Sweater Party at its
Sullivan’s Island location Thursday (2205 Middle St.) and at its
West Ashley location Tuesday (817 St. Andrews Blvd.). 7 p.m.
Dec. 17 and 8 p.m. Dec. 22; mex1coastalcantina.com

The 2020 “Charleston Christmas Special” from Brad and Jennifer Moranz will be
available to view online Dec. 19-27.
File/Damon R. Smith/Provided

The Baker & Brewer Holiday Warm-Up Event downtown
Sunday will include a vendor market, crafting activities for the
kiddos, live bluegrass music and an Elf Contest. To be honest,
they had me at “sausage cart” and “fry station.” Noon-5 p.m.
Dec. 20; 94 Stuart St.; 843-297-8233, facebook.com/evo.hcb

Still need holiday gifts? Of course you do.
The CODfather, Proper Fish & Chips in Park Circle will host its
annual (outdoor) Christmas Market & Celebration on
Saturday, which will double as a gift-raiser for Toys for Tots
and home for the Miss Rockabillaque Pin-Up Contest, as this
year’s Rockabillaque Festival was canceled due to COVID.
Expect more than 20 vendors, live rockabilly tunes, Santa,
kids’ activities and more. Noon-5 p.m.; 4254 Spruill Ave.; 843789-4649, facebook.com/TheCODfatherchippy

Be sure to check out the Virtual Holy City Vintage Market on
Instagram @holycityvintagemarket Sunday, shopping “vintage
galore and more” from a dozen vendors. Noon-3 p.m. Dec. 20;
facebook.com/holycityvintagemarket

Holy City Brewing in North Charleston will host its annual
(outdoor) Holy City Holiday Market, Saturday, featuring more
than 50 local vendors. Noon-5 p.m. Dec. 19; 1020 Aragon Ave;
843-459-2948, holycitybrewing.com
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Over the holidays in Charleston, let there be light
By Maura Hogan mhogan@postandcourier.com
Dec 23, 2020 Updated Dec 24, 2020

Ah, the sheer splendor of holiday lights. Their innocent glow

And the towering, multicolored wireframe tree in the middle

has long evoked the magic of the season, twinkling from trees

of Marion Square Park with its irresistible interior views has

and amping up curbsides with wondrous wattage.

served as a cherished holiday photo op for years.

This year, light displays possess even more fantastical power,

Colonial Lake’s mid-water tree light was further adorned by its

shining from afar with a luminosity often best seen 6 feet

surroundings when, in 2016, they were spruced up by the

away by stroll or drive.

Charleston Parks Conservancy with new sidewalks and granite
stone, not to mention 20,000 plants that make for a picture-

Light installations are particularly fitting for Charleston, too.

perfect promenade around the faithful, floating central tree.

Their temporary status eludes cumbersome city permissions
Four years ago, the College of Charleston launched Cougar

that can mire permanent public displays.

Night Lights, an annual holiday offering in Cistern Yard

Around town, some time-honored takes continue to

featuring 43,000 lights, including displays pulsing on the

demonstrate their annual appeal.

columns of historic Randolph Hall and set to both holiday
standards as well as pop songs.

For starters, the Holiday Festival of Lights at James Island

County Park is a go-to drive-through for families and other

Those lights have street cred, too. They were produced and

enthusiasts, with added pandemic-related measures this year.

designed by John Reynolds, a College of Charleston alumnus
who has won numerous Emmy awards for his lighting design
and whose work has been featured in lighting extravaganzas
including the Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade and the Super
Bowl.
The show, which was created for both students and the
community, has been a particular ray of light in a challenging
time.
Alicia Caudill, executive vice president for student affairs, said
that last summer, as the team was making plans for fall
programming and activities, students, particularly seniors,
asked specifically that the college not cancel this year’s light
show.

The Holiday Festival of Lights has returned, but with some coronavirus-era stipulations.
File/Provided
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Over the holidays — continued

refreshed it, placing a 20-by-20-foot glittering megastar on the
ground-level plaza between The Jasper’s office and residential
buildings along Broad Street. The public is invited to visit the
star as they make their rounds of holiday light-peeping.
Perhaps, though, the newcomer luminary most resonant with
this hunkered-down holiday is the series of projections now
lighting up the petite, tranquil Theodora Park that opened in
2015, the result of a collaboration of donors, artists, designers
and builders, the City of Charleston and Charleston Parks
Conservancy.

According to Dan Daniel, director of development and
communications at Charleston Parks Conservancy, community
member David Rawle drove both the funding and the vision
Despite the drizzle spectators walk through the Cistern during the Cougar Night

for the initiative, which is named after his mother Theodora.

Lights holiday light show at the College of Charleston, Wednesday Dec 16. 2020.
File/by Grace Beahm Alford GBeahm@postandcourier.com

“I give David a lot of credit,” he said, citing not only Rawle’s
effort but his design understanding, conceiving the space to
afford the public a moment of respite.

“It’s a bit of comfort and a bit of normalcy during a very tough
and abnormal year,’ she said, while encouraging others to visit

According to Daniel, Rawle was also responsible for the new

Cistern Yard for the half-hour program, which adheres to all

light display, a two-minute cycle of projected uplifting words

College social-distancing and face mask requirements and

and messages that at present transform the park’s

held nightly through Jan. 1.

components and its surrounding surfaces.

This year’s new decorative flourish on King Street availed of

“Everything was intentional,” said Rawle, noting that the

light, too, in the form of the street lamps that already

projecting on places like tree trunks and building tops

punctuate the sidewalks.

required theatrical lighting design, which was created by Rhys
Williams at Work Light Productions. Even the font, Universe

Some may recall the rooftop star that used to gleam atop the

Bold, was deeply considered to be accessible and non-

old Sergeant Jasper, which was lit as a tradition signaling the

institutional. According to Rawle, the goal was affirm the

start of the season. This year, The Beach Co. revived it and

sense of hope that he feels is within all humans.
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Over the holidays — continued

In it, glowing words like “hope” and “imagine” cascade down
trunks of palmetto trees and encouraging phrases grace the

walls and structures of surrounding homes with a more meditative brand of holiday luster.
One burns particularly bright for this wary Christmas, projected onto a stuccoed chimney that may well entice a certain
jolly roof-hopper. Rawle recently observed a lively family
spotting it, and falling silent in a moment of reflection.
It reads: “Only in the darkness can you see the stars.”

Liv Ward of Mount Pleasant looks up at the Holiday Tree of Lights
with her two-year-old twins, Carter & Logan,
in Marion Square on Sunday Dec 6, 2020.
File/by Lauren Petracca LPetracca@postandcourier.com

NEW
12/7 and 12/15/20

Holiday

Festival

display of glimmering lights with your closest companions.

of

The driving tour features over 700 light displays, most

Lights: Through Dec. 31,
2020. The annual event,
now in its 31st year,
opens Nov. 13 and will
offer a dazzling array of
displays and about 2
million lights at James Island County Park. The festival will be
open every evening nightly from 5:30 p.m. to 10 p.m.
You can take a heartwarming cruise along the three-mile
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From the Editor
Ashley McGee
Nov 25, 2020 Updated Dec 3, 2020
The holidays are sure to look different this year, but a little

From all of us at Lowcountry Parent, have a safe and happy

less hustle and bustle might not be such a bad thing. Even

holiday season!

with socially distant protocols in place, my family is looking
forward to some of our favorite traditions, like the Summerville Christmas Celebration and Holiday Festival of Lights at

James Island County Park. Be sure to check out our full
calendar of events for more holiday happenings around the
Lowcountry.
This year is also a great opportunity to get creative and think
outside of the box when it comes to gift-giving. On page XX,
we dig into gifting experiences versus traditional gifts. Are we
also sharing our favorite teacher gift ideas on page XX,

because let’s be honest, along with healthcare workers,
they’re the real MVPs of 2020.
As we reflect on this past year and look ahead to 2021, we’re
most grateful for you—our readers! We can’t wait to feature
more Lowcountry kids, parents and families on the cover and
inside the pages of Lowcountry Parent. Be sure to follow us
Facebook and Instagram @lowcountryparent to be the first to

McGee Family Emily Lethco Photography

know when registration for our annual Lowcountry Parent
Model Program opens later this month.

NONPROFIT

Helping Out for Dec. 9, 2020
Staff Report DEC 09, 2020
Helping Out highlights some of the many charitable events and

Lights with a purchase of two full-price tickets to the Holiday

activities going on in the Charleston area. Submit your news

Pops concert.

using our online form.

The concert will be held at 7:30 p.m. Dec. 18 and at noon and
7:30 p.m. Dec. 19 at the Gaillard Center.

The Charleston Symphony is partnering with Charleston

County Parks to offer a free pass to the Holiday Festival of
21
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A Carolina Christmas: Charleston dressed in its best for the holidays
By Marci DeWolfMore
Posted Dec 17, 2020 at 8:50 AM

Organized tours offer a chance to see some of the city’s
renowned antebellum museum mansions adorned with
garlands of greenery. The 1825 Edmondston Alston House is
decorated in Christmas splendor and has some of the family’s
original pieces.
The Charleston Tea Party Private Tour is for the discerning
visitor who wants to experience Charleston as a guest, not a
tourist. Owners Laura Wichmann Hipp and June McKnight are
natives who love and know their city. They take visitors to
friends’ private homes and gardens.

This is the ultimate insider experience and a rare opportunity
to see the “real Charleston.” The two-hour walking tour ends
with a genteel silver tea service including Laura’s homemade
calamondin marmalade.

Despite the pandemic, Charleston, South Carolina, is donning
its Christmas finery to celebrate the season. Heirloom recipes,
treasured traditions and glorious music mark the holiday.

The Holiday Festival of Lights at James Island County

Park is an annual favorite through Dec. 31. Two million lights
One of the best ways to discover a city is by taking a guided
tour. And Charleston is no exception. Numerous high quality
tours are available to help capture the holiday spirit.

shimmer in a display of charm and wonder. This year the event
is a drive-through tour. The park has restrooms, and
concession food can be brought to the cars.

Get a glimpse of seasonal decorations on the two-hour
Charleston Strolls Holiday Walking Tour of the historic district.
The route moves along side streets and hidden alleys where
carriages and buses are not allowed. Given Charleston’s mild
wintertime climate, this is an ideal way to see historic courtyards and well-tended gardens.

Narrated carriage rides through the city are a festive and fun
way to enjoy the holiday and learn about Charleston’s 300
years of history. Certified guides cover 2.5 miles and 30 blocks
of the historic district, pointing out the stories behind the
mansions, churches and gardens with historical facts, lore and
humor.

Most of the congenial, experienced guides are longtime
residents. They share their knowledge of fascinating stories
and traditions passed down from the city’s earliest families.
Tour groups stop by the Four Corners of Law, where government buildings come together at the intersection of Broad and
Meeting streets. The group then strolls along The Battery
verlooking the harbor and through exclusive neighborhoods.

Charleston is a repository of art and culture. With a premier
collection of more than 10,000 American works, the Gibbes
Museum of Art promotes and protects the city’s rich cultural
heritage. Permanent exhibits feature local artisans portraying
the Lowcountry’s water themes, as well as the Charleston
Renaissance from 1915 to 1945, when the city became a
destination for artists. It still is.
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A Carolina Christmas — continued

As an alternative to holiday treats and local seafood, Stella’s
Greek restaurant is an all-time favorite here. The vibe is lively
and friendly, and there is always a line waiting to get in.
As I am half Greek, I favored the spanakopita and lamb frites.
Menu items are under $20.

Most hotels have Christmas packages. Hotel Emeline has a
special holiday spirit package, including welcome cocktails and
a $50 credit to the Keep Shop. Emeline, the city’s newest
luxury boutique hotel, offers holiday meals at Frannie and The
Fox restaurant and signature cocktails at a socially distanced
window in the Foxhole. The hotel has a spacious courtyard.

A mask ordinance is in place in Charleston and across the
region effective in public places and in most restaurants.
For more information contact explorecharleston.com or 843853-8000.

Charleston’s culinary scene pulls out all the stops for the
holidays. Sugar Bakeshop has a holiday menu featuring red
velvet cake, a Southern specialty, gingerbread house kits and
cookie gift tins.
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Charleston County Parks Foundation receives 2021 True Inspiration Award
Dec 30, 2020
The Charleston County Parks Foundation was recently named
as a recipient of one of the 2021 True Inspiration Awards from
Chick-fil-A. As a recipient of the award, the foundation, which
aims to help all area residents experience Charleston County
Parks’ facilities and programs, will receive a $125,000 grant to
fund their mission.
The True Inspiration Awards were founded in 2015 to honor
Chick-fil-A founder S. Truett Cathy. The awards honor and
support community organizations from across the U.S. and
Canada that are making a positive impact in the areas of
hunger, homelessness and education. In 2020, Chick-fil-A
announced that the awards would support Black-led nonprofits

Charleston County Parks Foundation board members
and CCPRC staff accept the True Inspiration Awards grant from

or those that impact communities of color.

Chick-fil-A. Left to right: Kevin Isaac (Foundation Board Member), Frannie

The Charleston County Parks Foundation is a nonprofit

Reese (Incoming Foundation Board ChairMember), Krista Barnes

organization formed in 1990 by the Charleston County Park and

(Foundation Board Member), Matthew Rosebrock (CCPRC Business
Development Manager), Eva Ravenel (Outgoing Foundation Board

Recreation Commission (CCPRC). Its mission is to help all

ChairMember), Jason Barton (Foundation Board Member), Jamaal Walton

residents experience Charleston County Parks and programs.

(Foundation Board Member), Lisa R. King (Commission Liason),
Gina Ellis-Strother (CCPRC Chief Administrative Officer), and David Bennett

“We look forward to increasing the number of children and

(CCPRC Executive Director). Provided

families we support, by continuing to remove barriers throughout underserved areas of Charleston County through the four

cultural and historical research, preservation, interpretation

foundation projects,” said CCPRC Business Development

and education for diverse audiences with an emphasis on

Manager Matt Rosebrock.

underrepresented histories at this site and throughout
Charleston County Parks.

Presently, the foundation is working on: The Genesis Project,
the Pass It Forward Project, the McLeod Plantation Historic Site

The SK8 Forward Project introduces the sport of skateboarding

Project and the SK8 Forward Project.

to those who may not have the opportunity to experience it,

The Genesis Project focuses on drowning prevention in the

offering free admission, instruction, safety awareness and use

Lowcountry by raising funds to offer aquatic programs in the

of equipment while at CCPRC’s SK8 Charleston skate park.

Johns Island, Awendaw/McClellanville and Ravenel/Hollywood

The Charleston County Parks Foundation was one of 34

areas.

organizations recognized by this year’s awards. Organizations

The Pass It Forward Project provides opportunities and scholar-

could apply online or be nominated by a Chick-fil-A operator;

ships for all members of the community to enjoy parks and

the Charleston County Parks Foundation was nominated by

programs.

operator Jason Williams. Chick-fil-A customers were able to
vote on the grant winners via the Chick-fil-A app.

The McLeod Plantation Historic Site Project supports the

For more information on Charleston County Parks Foundation,

Charleston County Park and Recreation Commission’s (CCCPRC)

call 843-762-2172 or visit CharlestonCountyParksFoundation.org.
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Chick-Fil-A names Charleston County Parks for recipient of True Inspiration
Awards
by Tony Fortier-BensenTuesday, December 15th 2020

CHARLESTON, SC (WCIV) — The Charleston County Parks

“Our 2021 awards recipients are tackling a diverse set of

Foundation was named as a recipient for Chick-Fil-A's True

issues facing our communities, from fighting hunger to

Inspiration Awards, leading to a huge grant award.

providing equitable opportunities for education and jobs,"
said Rodney Bullard, vice president of corporate social

Chick-Fil-A chose the parks foundation as one of the 34

responsibility for Chick-fil-A, Inc. “We know our cities and

organizations across the nation that help serve "education,

neighborhoods can only become stronger when we work

hunger and homelessness."

together to solve hard problems. We’re honored to invest in
the futures of these community-based organizations so they
can grow their programs and extend their impact.”
Officials said they will receive a $125,000 grant.
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SC bill to protect turtles would establish special zones with less beach lighting
By Chloe Johnson cjohnson@postandcourier.com
Dec 23, 2020 Updated 17 hrs ago
“Hardly a year goes by that you don’t read some articles
about sea turtles that get turned around and don’t make it
because of lighting that humans have put on the beach,” he
said. “If you’re going to exist that close to them, they were
here first.”
The provisions of the bill would immediately apply to new
construction, if passed in its current form, and phase in over
12 months for existing buildings.
In the protected zones, the bill would:



Require that dune walkover and parking lot lighting rises
no higher than two feet.



Sea turtles hatchlings from at least nine nests on Edisto

Set standards to block light from beachfront houses’
second story windows.

Beach were disoriented by streetlights and the window



lights of beachfront houses in 2017. File/Barb Bergwerf/

Ban new floodlights and require shades on lights
mounted on the outside of homes.

Provided



Require streetlights and other public lighting to be
dimmed during nesting season.

A coastal lawmaker is proposing expansive legislation to



control much of the beachfront lighting along South Carolina,
calling it a uniform step in protecting sea turtles during

Set a fine of $200 to $500 per violation per day.

South Carolina already has a robust ecosystem of people dedi-

nesting and hatching periods.

cated to sea turtle conservation, especially during the May 1

to October 31 nesting period.

The bill could eventually affect many of the state’s thousands
of beach homes, though it would not cover every area of the

The 400-pound loggerhead is by far the most frequent to nest

almost 200-mile coast.

on the Palmetto State’s shores. Volunteer groups locate (and

The legislation was pre-filed ahead of the start of next

sometimes re-locate) the nests to protect them, clear the way

month’s session by Sen. Greg Hembree, R-North Myrtle

for hatchlings to make it to the water and collect DNA samples

Beach.

for a program to track which turtles are laying eggs.

His proposed Sea Turtle Protection Act would ask the state

But when it comes to lighting, the response is less cohesive.

Department of Natural Resources to determine the areas

Artificial lighting is problematic for the turtles because they

turtles are most likely to nest and then set extra standards to

orient themselves based the reflection of the moon and stars

shield lights there so illumination doesn’t reach the beach.

on the ocean, Cait Crosby, a biologist at the S.C. Aquarium,

said.
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Sea Turtle Protection Act — continued

The lights might startle an adult sea turtle and cause a “false

She’s also coordinated with Edisto Beach, which she said has

crawl,” she said, or a situation where a mother leaves the

had many cases of turtles becoming disoriented.

beach without depositing eggs.

It’s “not through any fault of their own,” Pate said. “The

Hatchlings sometimes end up in brightly lit parking lots instead

houses are right on the beach. They don’t have a dune profile

of heading straight for the water and on to their habitat as far

to block artificial lights from going out there.”

away as the Sargasso Sea.

It’s not clear that every community would welcome Hembree’s

The sea includes a floating island of sargassum seaweed in the

legislation, however. The Island Packet reported last month

Gulf Stream that acts as a turtle nursery for the first six to 12

that a group of Hilton Head Island residents has even hired a

years of life. It’s usually about 60 miles offshore.

lawyer to represent them as they oppose new local lighting
standards. The community has been revising proposed rules

“If they’re using that limited energy they have (crawling in the

for nearly two years, the paper reported.

wrong direction), they may not make that journey,” Crosby

said.

And it’s not uncommon for beachfront landowners to balk at
state regulation that limits their property rights, including the

In many places, towns and cities have turned to amber or red

building lines and seawall bans from the state Department of

lighting at night. These warmer wavelengths don’t disturb the

Health and Environmental Control. A few years ago, another

turtles in the same way, Crosby said.

group of Hilton Head homeowners built a seawall across five

In the Lowcountry, the Arthur Ravenel Jr. Bridge that links

properties before the agency was even aware of it.

Charleston to Mount Pleasant dims some of its lights during

Hembree admitted that when legislation is enacted, “seldom

nesting season.

do you end up exactly the way you started” when the bill was

Currently, rules about lighting on the beach are handled on a

filed.

town-by-town basis, said Michelle Pate, coordinator of the

But he said that while some may have concern about property

Department of Natural Resources’ Marine Turtle Conservation

rights, that has to be balance with a respect for the wildlife

Program.

that share the beach.

DNR does try to coordinate on projects that will be close to

“You live in a tight community close to a fairly fragile habitat,”

the beach. For example, Pate said she was recently involved in

he said. “It’s not that easy.”

helping plan turtle-friendly lighting on the new Folly Beach
Pier that’s being constructed by Charleston County’s parks
system.
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November 2020 had second-highest temperatures in SC, and set a record for the
globe
By Chloe Johnson cjohnson@postandcourier.com
Dec 9, 2020 Updated Dec 10, 2020

November was the second-warmest on record in South
Carolina and the hottest globally — the latest of many abnormally high temperature records that have been collected amid
global warming.

Greg Carbone, a professor of climatology at the University of
South Carolina, said some higher dewpoints last month might
have served as insulation as moist air made it less possible for
the sun’s radiation to escape the atmosphere at night.

In the Palmetto State, only November 1985 was warmer.
Average temperatures last month were around 59 degrees, or
about 6 degrees warmer than the average from 1901 to 2000,
according to data compiled by the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration.

But he said he had not closely analyzed dewpoint data and
“that’s more of a hypothesis than a scientific test.”
Warmer nighttime lows did mostly drive the record-making
month of high temperature averages across the state, said
Chris Landolfi of the National Weather Service in Columbia.

The data include the warmest-ever Thanksgiving Day, when
the reading at the Charleston International Airport reached 82
degrees.

The Weather Service in Charleston reported that on one
evening, the mercury never dipped lower than 73 degrees in
the Holy City.

Temperatures have also tied this year for the second-warmest
year to date, behind only 2017. Other recent years, including
2019 and 2016, round out the top warmest recorded years
through the end of November.

It seems that people in the region took advantage of the
warmer weather to get outside more often. Visitation was up
compared with the past two Novembers at all three
Charleston County beach parks — Isle of Palms, Folly Beach
and Kiawah.

There is broad scientific consensus that the gradual rise of
average air and water temperatures around the planet,
defined as climate change, is mostly driven by human activity.
The primary driver is the burning of fossil fuels which has
released insulating gases into the atmosphere, including
methane and carbon dioxide.

The most drastic increase in attendance was at Folly, where
9,547 people visited, a 21-fold increase from the year before.

At Kiawah and IOP there were about 2½ times as many visitors
as last November.

Though it’s not over yet, 2020 seems to be the latest data
point in that trend. The World Meteorological Organization
said 2020 is on track to be in the top three warmest years ever
recorded.

Parks spokeswoman Sarah Reynolds said two other factors
pushed the numbers up at Folly in particular. Parks employees
took a closer count of gate entrances this year, she said, and
the dismantling of the Folly Beach Pier, which will be rebuilt,
may have pushed more people to the county park as opposed
to other areas of the beach.

Highs and lows
The global rise in temperature has myriad observed effects,
from stronger hurricanes to more vicious wildfires. A warmer
atmosphere can also hold more water, which might help
explain last month’s relative heat.

Global impacts
Globally, this November was the warmest on record, according
to data collected by the Copernicus Climate Change Service.
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Highest temperatures — continued

Some of the biggest anomalies the WMO highlighted were
marine heat waves that swept 80 percent of the world’s
oceans, and wildfires that turned into infernos on the West
Coast, as well as in Siberia, Australia and South America.
The records are all the more remarkable because of the
development of a La Niña climate pattern, which tends to
depress temperatures, the group reported.
La Niña is typically associated with more variability in the polar
jet stream, allowing a “polar vortex” to arrive when a pocket
of arctic air dips south and causes periods of intense cold,
Carbone said. It remains to be seen if one will arrive later this
winter.

United Way Day of Caring : On a day that reached the mid 70s,
Trident United Way Day of Caring volunteers built plant beds as part
of the Green Heart Project at Meeting Street Elementary @

The pattern also tends to encourage hurricanes in the Atlantic,
and 2020 was also a record-breaking season for storm
formation, with 30 named cyclones spinning in the basin.

Brentwood on Friday, Nov. 20, 2020. File/Brad Nettles/Staff

The group, an arm of the European Commission, also observed
the second-lowest amount of arctic ice cover since satellite
tracking began in 1979.
Petteri Taalas, secretary-general of the World Meteorological
group, said in a statement it was “yet another extraordinary
year for our climate.”
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2020 seen through the lenses of The Post and Courier’s staff photographers
Dec 31, 2020

Updated Jan 6, 2021

2020 has been a year unlike any in recent memory. All over

South Carolina has been no different. But residents have

the world people have seen the effects of a pandemic that has

found strength in each other and discovered ways to work, to

taken lives, led to job losses and made face masks an

vote, to celebrate, to persevere.

everyday accessory.

Through it all, the photo staff of The Post and Courier
documented the events and the experiences.

The Edwin S. Taylor Folly Beach Fishing Pier serves as a backdrop as Tom Thompson of Long Island, N.Y.,
wades into the ocean to fish on Oct. 9. Heavily damaged by shipworms, the iconic landmark on Folly
closed in October. A 1,039-foot replacement is scheduled to open in spring 2023 at a cost of $14 million.

File/Lauren Petracca/Staff
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Construction Moving Along for New Folly Beach Fishing Pier
Work is moving forward on the new fishing pier at Folly Beach.
By Associated Press, Wire Service Content Jan. 1, 2021, at 10:39 a.m.
FOLLY BEACH, S.C. (AP) — Work is moving forward on the new

The new 1,039-foot (317-meter) structure will be built with

fishing pier at Folly Beach.

cement pilings expected to last more than 60 years. Other
parts, such as decking and rails, will be made of wood.

An area of the beach has been blocked off, and construction
Construction of the new pier will occur in phases.

workers were seen moving concrete beams into place as they
work to complete the new structure.

The deck area behind the Pier 101 restaurant and the gift shop

The former pier, a Lowcountry landmark since 1995, was

has already been removed. The park commission said the new

closed in October due to heavy damage from shipworms, The

“apron” area will be constructed first, along with a portion of

Post and Courier reported.

the pier walkway. The diamond head and walkway leading
back to shore are expected to be constructed last.

The replacement project is expected to take two years to
By spring 2021, the apron area, restaurant, gift shops and

construct, but county officials believe it will be worth the wait.

restrooms should be reopened. All other parts of the pier are
Once completed, the new pier will include fishing stations and

slated to be complete by spring 2023.

the architectural diamond at the end. But added features will
include more covered fishing areas, better pedestrian access
and unobstructed views of the ocean, said Teddy Manos,
chairman of the Charleston County Park and Recreation
Commission.
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Construction is moving along for new Folly Beach pier slated to open in 2023
By Shamira McCray smccray@postandcourier.com
Dec 29, 2020 Updated Dec 30, 2020
The new 1,039-foot structure will be built with cement pilings
expected to last more than 60 years. Other parts, such as
decking and rails, will be made of wood.
Construction of the new pier will occur in phases. The deck
area behind the Pier 101 restaurant and the gift shop have
already been removed. The park commission said the new
“apron” area will be constructed first, along with a portion of
the pier walkway.
The diamond head and walkway leading back to shore are
expected to be constructed last.
By spring 2021, the apron area, restaurant, gift shops and

restrooms should be reopened. All other parts of the pier are

A large area is blocked off to beachgoers as construction on the new
Folly Beach fishing pier continues on Tuesday, December 29, 2020.

slated to be complete by spring 2023.

File by Lauren Petracca / Staff / LPETRACCA@POSTANDCOURIER.COM

Photos: Construction of the new Folly Beach fishing pier
FOLLY BEACH — Construction is moving right along on the

Crews work on the construction of the new Folly Beach fishing

new Folly Beach fishing pier.

pier on Tuesday, December 29, 2020. The project is slated to

An area of the beach has been blocked off, and construction

be completed in the spring of 2023.

workers were seen Tuesday moving concrete beams into
place as they work to complete the new structure.
The former pier was closed in October due to heavy damage
from shipworms. It had been a Lowcountry landmark since
1995.
The replacement project is expected to take two years to
construct, but county officials believe it will be worth the wait.
Once completed, the new pier will look much like the old one,
with fishing stations and the architectural diamond at the end.
But added features will include more covered fishing areas,
better pedestrian access and unobstructed views of the
ocean, according to Teddy Manos, chairman of the Charleston
County Park and Recreation Commission.
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Photos: Construction of the new Folly Beach fishing pier — continued

All photos by Lauren Petracca /Staff / LPETRACCA@POSTANDCOURIER.COM

Crews work on the construction of the new Folly Beach
fishing pier on Tuesday, December 29, 2020. The project is
slated to be completed in the spring of 2023.
File / Lauren Petracca/Staff
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Highway Boondoggles 2020: I-526 Extension in S.C.
Estimated cost: $725 million
By Gideon Weissman and Matt Casale
Dec 24, 2020

than it has spent on any single project in its history, would be
a four-lane parkway from near Citadel Mall in West Ashley to
the James Island connector at Folly Road.
The I-526 extension would have minimal impact on travel
times.

According

to

a

2016

environmental

project

re-evaluation, the project would save drivers mere seconds of
travel time. Trips to the West Ashley area of the region would
be reduced by an average of just 42 seconds, while current
travel times are more than 20 minutes. No trips assessed for

the project’s Recommended Preferred Alternative would
reduce travelers’ trip times by more than 9 percent on
average.

The I-526 Extension would connect to the James Island
Expressway, above. Image: Wikimedia Commons

The project would, however, have significant negative impacts
on the communities it is meant to serve. In the same 2016
In this year’s installment of its annual Highway Boondoggles

reevaluation,

report, U.S. PIRG Education Fund and Frontier Group warn of

Transportation (SCDOT) and Charleston County wrote that

billions of dollars in proposed spending on unnecessary

their preferred alternative option for the extension would cut

highway projects that would divide our communities, deprive

through

transit of scarce funds, and pollute our air and water. Below is

communities, forcing relocations of 15 residences, four

the fifth of seven installments detailing these harmful

businesses, and one community facility. South Carolinians

projects.

living along the route are worried about these impacts, with

four

the

South

communities

Carolina

and

Department

pass

alongside

of

13

the Post and Courier writing that residents of Johns Island

Charleston County in South Carolina is moving forward with

argue it will bring “more residential development” and

an eight-mile, $725-million extension to I-526 across Johns

“urban sprawl” to a place that has already seen “quiet

and James Islands that would, as the Charleston Post and

woodlands … replaced by rooftops.”

Courier wrote in a 2019 editorial about the project, “create
negative environmental and community impacts while

Finally, the new roadway would damage the wetlands and

providing minimal traffic relief in the immediate term and

floodplains of Johns and James Islands. The islands are

little or no improvement over the long term.” The so-called

coastal, and the communities living on them value their

Mark Clark extension, which will cost Charleston County more

natural resources highly and want to protect them.
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I-526 Extension — continued

But the SCDOT and Charleston County evaluation of the
preferred route found that the construction of the road will
require filling in 26 acres of wetland, shading 43 acres and
impacting 346 acres of floodplain. The roadway would also
impact three parks and wildlife refuges: the James Island

County Park, the West Ashley Greenway, and the Fenwick
Hall Historic District.

The $725-million extension to I-526.
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Saving The Light
Dec 15, 2020 l By Sarah Reynolds for The Island Eye News
The Charleston County Park and Recreation Commission will

Participants under the age of 15 must be accompanied by a

partner with Save the Light to host its annual half marathon

registered adult chaperone. Only participants, staff and

and 5K Feb. 6, 2021, on Folly Beach. Space will be limited, and

volunteers will be permitted on-site. There will be no

pre-registration is required.

spectators at the race.
Pets will not be permitted on the racecourse, and, for the
safety of participants, the use of earbuds is strongly
discouraged.
Thanks to its ongoing sponsorship, the Tides Hotel will
continue to offer a discounted rate of $99 per night plus tax,
for an oceanfront room with two queen beds, for participants
who book before Jan. 20. Guests can call the hotel at 843-5886464

or

e-mail

the

reservations

department

at

es@tidesfollybeach.com and reference “Save the Light” to

reserve their hotel rooms.
There will be no awards ceremony following the race. Awards
“The race supports the preservation of the Morris Island Lighthouse by

and T-shirts will be mailed after the race. The official race

Save the Light, a grassroots nonprofit organization formed in 2000 to

poster was designed by 2020 contest winner Colleen Finn of

save the lighthouse from being lost to the sea.”

Atlanta.

Both races are USATF-certified and begin and end near the

Masks will be required in all indoor spaces, any outdoor

Folly Beach Pier. The half marathon is a run-only event and

spaces where 6 feet of social distancing is not possible or

will begin at 8 a.m. The 5K is open to runners and walkers and

when interacting with park staff. Masks are required at all

starts at 8:30 a.m.

CCPRC events except when people are eating, drinking or

“Celebrate the new year by logging your miles from the

engaging in physical activity.

streets of Folly Beach while supporting the preservation of the

Save the Light, Inc. purchased the Morris Island Lighthouse

Morris Island Lighthouse to boot,” said CCPRC Fitness and

from its previous owner in 1999 and transferred ownership to

Wellness Manager Allison Foster.

the state of South Carolina through a lease agreement. Save

Space is limited to just 250 participants in each race, and both

the Light retains responsibility for planning, engineering,

races are expected to sell out. Registration, now open at

fundraising and execution of all aspects of the preservation of

CharlestonCountyParks. com, closes Jan. 20, and all

the Morris Island Lighthouse.

participants must register in advance. Fees are $60 for the half
marathon and $36 for the 5K.
CCPRC Update: The event was canceled in early January,

Race bibs will be mailed in advance to all participants.

due to concerns over rising COVID cases.

The 5K is open to ages 8 and up; the half marathon is open to
ages 10 and up.
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Horticulture Hotline: Hire professionals for the gift of leisure time
By Bill Lamson-Scribner Special to the Moultrie News
Dec 19, 2020 Updated Dec 21, 2020
Gifts for a garden lover: from someone else to mow the lawn,
a road trip or club membership

California or any other garden throughout the United States….
or anywhere in the world!

Does it seem like your free time is spent doing maintenance
yard work around the house? You work long hours all week,
and then on the weekend instead of spending time with your
family, shopping, on the boat, on the golf course, hunting, etc.,
you are spending it pushing a lawn mower inhaling that blue
smoke?

There are some awesome gardens out there! Check
COVID-19 restrictions. The first time I used the ‘fine print’ in
over 30 years of writing the Horticulture Hotline!
Give a gardener a gift certificate for a future Home and Garden
Tour event. There are great tour events throughout the year in
areas all over the Lowcountry. Kiawah, Seabrook, Daniel
Island, City of Charleston, Summerville, Mount Pleasant all
have different garden tours.

Give yourself a lawn care company for a year and enjoy your
time off doing what you like to do. You can still spend time in
the yard doing specialty things; just get rid of the mowing,
edging, control product applying and blowing. Also consider
hiring professionals to do other house maintenance (power
washing, painting….). The gift of free time is awesome!

If you want to go on a road trip, Savannah and Beaufort also
have garden tours. Seeing what other landscape ideas do well
in the Lowcountry is awesome! Check COVID-19 restrictions
Give your gardener a membership to one of the many clubs or
societies in the Charleston area. The Rose Society, The
Charleston Horticultural Society, The Native Plant Society, The
Camellia Society, The Koi Fish Club and Daylily Society just to
name a few. I have attended many of these club’s lectures.
They are all very informative and are passionate about their
interests, willing to help newcomers, and provide different
community projects to improve the Lowcountry. I have run
into many old friends and have made many new friends at
these meetings. Gaining knowledge about a topic you are
interested in is awesome! Check COVID-19 restrictions

Plan a trip to a local public garden (for example Magnolia
Plantation, Middleton, Boone Hall, Drayton Hall, Charles
Towne Landing, the many county parks – be sure to take in the
Holiday Festival of Lights at James Island County Park, or
Hampton Park) and get ideas for your own landscape.
This also makes for a wonderful day with the family. You can
take a picnic lunch and make it a full day enjoying the beauty
of the Lowcountry.
Many of these parks you can buy a yearly pass for just a little
more than a onetime visit and enjoy the park throughout the
year. The gift of doing some social distancing in a place unique,
ever changing and special to the Lowcountry is awesome!

Books (different universities sell very informative books at very
good prices), quality hand tools (especially pruners and
pruning saws), cuttings from your garden, a plant, tree, or
bulbs, or something you have canned from your garden, all
make awesome gifts!

Try taking a road trip and travel to Brookgreen Gardens by
Myrtle Beach, or Riverbanks Zoo in Columbia.
You can also give a gardener a trip out of the area for a
long-distance gardening adventure. Calloway Gardens in
Atlanta, Longwood Gardens in Pennsylvania, The National
Arboretum outside of Washington, D.C., The Redwoods in

A gift certificate to any of the local garden centers or nurseries
makes an excellent choice for the garden enthusiast. They are
bound to find something they want and you don’t have to
worry about whether they will like the gift. Now that’s
awesome!
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Registration Is Open For Off-Road Duathlon In Mount Pleasant
Dec 15, 2020 l By Sarah Reynolds for The Island Eye News

Spectators will not be permitted at this year’s race.

“This low-key race draws a good mix of serious competitors
and beginners. No matter their experience or their fitness
levels and abilities, they are genuinely supportive of one
another.” – CCPRC Fitness and Wellness Manager Allison
Foster.

The race is open to ages 14 and up, and 14- and 15-year olds
must be accompanied by an adult chaperone.
Participants can register at CharlestonCountyParks.com or by
calling 843-795-4386. The entry fee is $43, and race bibs will
be mailed out in advance.

Registration is open through Jan. 6 for the fourth annual OffRoad Duathlon, which Charleston County Parks will host Jan.
16 in Mount Pleasant.

Masks will be required except for those who are eating, drinking or engaging in physical activity in all indoor spaces, any
outdoor spaces where 6 feet of social distancing is not possible
or when interacting with staff.

The three-part race will feature a two-mile run, followed by a
seven-mile bike ride and another two-mile run, all on the scenic offroad trails of Laurel Hill County Park.

Laurel Hill County Park is located between Highway 17 North
and Highway 41 in Mount Pleasant. For the Duathlon, runners
will enter at 1400 Highway 41. Access through Park West will
not be permitted for this event.

The event is beginner friendly and is presented by the Charleston County Park and Recreation Commission in partnership
with Anne Moore Endurance Coaching.
“This is a great event for beginners who are looking to venture
into triathlons or other multisport races,” said Moore.

Laurel Hill County Park features several miles of running, walking and biking trails that wind through a variety of landscapes.
The 745-plus-acre property features an oak allée, large open
meadows, a small lake and gorgeous scenery. General
admission to the park to use the trails is $1 per person.

“It’s also a fun option for current athletes who are looking for
some cross-training in the off-season.”
The race will begin at 8:30 a.m. All participants will receive a
finisher medal, and awards and T-shirts will be mailed
following the race. The top three male and female finishers
will be presented with bike bags.

For more information or to register for the Off-Road Duathlon,
visit CharlestonCountyParks.com or call 843-795-4386.

Helmets are required, and earbuds, pets and strollers will not
be allowed on the racecourse.
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Off-Road Duathlon run-bike-run race returns to Laurel Hill County Park
Dec 6, 2020
volunteers will be permitted on site only. Spectators will not
be permitted at this year’s race.

“This low-key race draws a good mix of serious competitors
and beginners. No matter their experience or their fitness
levels and abilities, they are genuinely supportive of one
another,” said CCPRC Fitness and Wellness Manager Allison
Foster.
The race is open to ages 14 and up. Participants ages 14-15
must be accompanied by an adult chaperone.
Registration is available at CharlestonCountyParks.com or by
calling 843-795-4386 and must be made in advance.
Registration closes Wednesday, Jan. 6. On-site registration will
not be available. Fees to participate are $43. Race bibs will be
mailed in advance to all participants.

Charleston County Parks is hosting the fourth annual Off-Road

Duathlon at Laurel Hill County Park in Mount Pleasant on
Saturday, Jan. 16, 2021. PROVIDED

Charleston County Parks will host the fourth annual Off-Road
Duathlon at Laurel Hill County Park in Mount Pleasant on
Saturday, Jan. 16. Registration is open now through Jan. 6.

Masks are required in all indoor spaces and any outdoor
spaces where six-feet of social distancing is not possible or
when interacting with staff. Masks are required unless eating,
drinking, or engaging in physical activity.

The event is beginner-friendly, and is presented by the
Charleston County Park and Recreation Commission (CCPRC) in
partnership with Anne Moore Endurance Coaching.

Laurel Hill County Park is located between Highway 17N and
Highway 41 in Mount Pleasant. For the Duathlon, runners will
enter through the special event entrance location, at 1400
Highway 41, and will be directed to the race start from that
entrance. Access through Park West will not be permitted for
this event.

“This is a great event for beginners who are looking to venture
into triathlons or other multi-sport races,” said Anne Moore,
endurance coach and partner with the Off-Road Duathlon. “It’s
also a fun option for current athletes who are looking for some
cross-training in the off-season.”

Laurel Hill County Park features several miles of running,
walking and biking trails that wind through a variety of
landscapes. The property is over 745 acres in total size and
features an oak allée, large open meadows, a small lake and
gorgeous scenery. General admission to the park for trail
usage is $1 per person.

The race begins at 8:30 a.m. A transition area will be used for
setup between legs of the race. The bike portion of the event
is best suited for knobby, wide-tired bikes. Awards and t-shirts
will be mailed to participants after the race. Bike bags will be
given to the top three male and female finishers. All
participants will receive a finisher medal.

For more information or to register for the Off-Road Duathlon,
visit CharlestonCountyParks.com or call 843-795-4386.

Helmets are required, and earbuds, pets and strollers will not
be allowed on the race course. Participants, staff and
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Schedule for Charleston County Park events in 2021
by Sean Hogan l Wednesday, December 30th 2020
CHARLESTON,S.C.(WCIV) — The Charleston County Park and
Recreation Commission released the dates for all special

events taking place in county parks next year.



April 15 Toast Under the Oaks Johns Island County Park



April 24 Shaggin’ on the Cooper Mount Pleasant Pier
[TENTATIVE]

The events listed below cover January to May 2021. For a full



list of their events check https://ccprc.com/ArchiveCenter/

Equestrian Center

ViewFile/Item/1189.com.



CCPRC says the dates are tentative and are subject to change.



January 9 Virtual Inclusive Dance Party (Virtual event)



January 16 Off-Road Duathlon Laurel Hill County Park



January 23 Fairy House Festival Palmetto Islands County






March 6 Where the Wild Things Run Caw Caw



March 31 Wine Down Wednesday Old Towne Creek

April 1 Toast Under the Oaks Johns Island County Park



April 1 Starlight Yoga Mount Pleasant Pier



May 7 Yappy Hour North Charleston Wannamaker Coun-

May 12 Inclusive Superhero Dance Party Mount Pleasant
Pier – Cooper River Room



May 15 Motown in the Moonlight Mount Pleasant Pier
[TENTATIVE]



May 21 Hawaiian Luau and Bowl Jam SK8 Charleston
skate park



May 22 Shaggin’ on the Cooper Mount Pleasant Pier
[TENTATIVE]

April 10 Lowcountry Cajun Festival James Island County



Park



May 1 Cast Off Monthly Fishing Tournament Mount



County Park





ty Park

County Park
March 22 Ladies Night SK8 Charleston skate park

May 1 Decoration Day McLeod Plantation Historic Site



March 17 Wine Down Wednesday Old Towne Creek





Pleasant Pier

Interpretive Center



May 1 Community Celebration Day West County Aquatic

Center

Beach Pier
February 20 Pickin’ in the Park Johns Island County Park

April 30 Yappy Hour North Charleston Wannamaker
County Park

February 6 Save the Light Half Marathon and 5K Folly



April 28 Wine Down Wednesday Old Towne Creek
County Park

Park



April 24 Mullet Haul 10K/5K Trail Run Mullet Hall

May 23 Charleston Sprint Triathlon Series Race 1 James
Island County Park

April 14 Wine Down Wednesday Old Towne Creek Coun-

ty Park
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TRI-COUNTY

Clemson students update McLeod Plantation listing in National Register of
Historic Places
By Riley Bean | December 22, 2020 at 8:35 AM EST - Updated December 22 at 10:08 AM
CHARLESTON, S.C. (WCSC) - Charleston County Parks says they
have

partnered

Preservation

with

Graduate

students
Program

in
to

Clemson’s

Historic

update

McLeod

Plantation’s listing on the National Register of Historic Places.
The McLeod Plantation Historic Site was first placed on the
National Register of Historic Places in 1974, and this year,
Charleston County Parks says is time to update the site’s
listing.
Students in the Clemson’s Historic Preservation Graduate
Program’s first-year “History and Theory” course say they have
made several visits to the site in order to better understand
the role it had in slavery.
The McLeod Plantation Historic Site was first placed on the
National Register of Historic Places in 1974, and this year,

“When the form was written initially, it was mostly about Civil

Charleston County Parks says is time to update the site’s listing.

War history, but because there’s all this added significance

(Source: Clemson Design Center. Charleston)

since Charleston County Parks has taken over and done more
research, we’re going to update that form,” Clemson Program

Clemson Historic Preservation Graduate Program student

Director John Marcoux said. “Soon when people search for it

Maria Short says she has been focused on the military history

online, they’ll be able to find that information. People who are

at McLeod as part of the project to update the National

who are working within historic preservation, they typically

Register listing.

don’t find their information on a park website. They find it by

searching for the form online so it will be updated at the state

Charleston County Parks says Union soldiers of the New York

and the federal level.”

54th and Massachusetts 55th occupied the McLeod house in
the spring of 1865.

In order to update the listing, Charleston County Parks says
students are drawing on research done by many scholars

”We’re trying to see where they were, and sort of how they

including the Charleston County Parks Department’s own

came through James Island,” Short said.

Cultural Interpretation Coordinator Shawn Halifax.

The end result will be a new file in the National Register of

Another part of the project includes listing the Caw Caw

Historic Places database which will paint a more accurate and

Interpretive Center as part of an expanded designation for the

inclusive picture of the site’s history, Charleston County Parks’

Stono Rebellion National Historic Landmark, Charleston

statement said.

County Parks said in a statement on social media.
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NEW for 11/30: Photographic study
Charleston Currents· 11/30/2020 6:23 am
two ways off the island. The owner at the time,
Willie McLeod, always sat behind my grandmother at
St. James Episcopal Church.
More recently, I took one of the interpretive tours at McLeod.
It focused on enslaved Africans and their lives there. I decided
to shoot the series from the perspective of the enslaved on a
plantation to draw attention to what they saw in their

A STUDY IN BLACK AND WHITE. Charleston photographer English
Purcell offers a compelling photo essay of McLeod Plantation Historic
Site on James Island in this issue’s special Photo Focus below. Above,
one of the slave cabins at the site, which now is a part of the
Charleston County Parks and Recreation system.

By English Purcell, special to Charleston Currents | I grew up
on James Island and was always fascinated with McLeod

everyday lives. I must note that the enslaved were not just on

Plantation. Its slave quarters were visible near one of only

plantations. Behind just about every big house on the
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Photographic study — continued

peninsula of Charleston were slave quarters: laundries,
kitchen houses, carriage houses and stables.

This series tells a story without words. The title “A study in
black and white” has, of course, a double meaning: Black,
representing the enslaved, and white, representing the slave
owners. I also edited the photos in black and white.

Each photo is meant to evoke an emotion. For example,
there’s the diminutive size of the slave cabin versus the
grandeur of the big house. I also can imagine the enslaved

gathering near the big oak tree and peaking around it at the
big house. In one of the photos, the tree is the focus, with the

English Purcell is a local photographer who also serves as an

house a bit blurred in the background.

administrator of the popular Facebook group, “Charleston
History before 1945, and serves on the board of trustees of

Many of the bricks used in the building of antebellum

the Charleston Museum. Have a comment?

Charleston were made on plantations by the enslaved. You
can often find their fingerprints if you look hard enough. The

Send to: feedback@charlestoncurrents.com

bricks in the chimney are a reminder of the immense
contributions of enslaved Africans to the building of our city.
This series is meant to honor those who were enslaved and
tell their story subtly, but poignantly.
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Toby was an amazing tour guide. She was very knowledgeable
and passionate about recounting the rich
and tragic history of the enslaved. Two older ladies
(South Carolina residents) had come to tour
with the goal of learning about this history... They mentioned
having bi-racial grandchildren
also being a motivating force. By the end of the tour
both Toby and the ladies had been moved to tears
and it was truly heartwarming to watch them find meaningful
connection despite being from different backgrounds/
generations. HIGHLY RECOMMEND.
Side note; it is amazing to me that people would give this
Photo by Vanessa Kauffmann
place a bad rating… I have chalked those reviews
up to sensitive white people not wanting to hear the truth about what happened… Sad.
McLeod Plantation Historic Site Tour Participant – McLeod Plantation Historic Site

The naturalists were excellent. They are well versed in the sounds and habits of the animals in the skies,
woods and water. And knowledgeable about the plants as well. Easy going good time.
Sunset Moonrise Stroll Participant – Caw Caw Interpretive Center

It was a fantastic bird walk led by a knowledgeable specialist.
Early Morning Bird Walk at Caw Caw Participant – Caw Caw Interpretive Center

The most amazing walk with 2 great naturalists Keith and Brad.
Thank you for a wonderful morning and sharing your knowledge of the bush.
Lighthouse Inlet Bird Walk Participant – Lighthouse Inlet Heritage Preserve

Kristina is so knowledgeable and open to all questions. She makes learning fun!
Secrets of the Swamp Participant – Caw Caw Interpretive Center

We love the homeschool programs and would love more.
Homeschool in the Parks: Coastal Winter Wonders Parent – Beachwalker Park
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Chick-Fil-A Grant
The Charleston County Parks Foundation board members and CCPRC staff accept the True Inspiration Awards grant
from Chick-fil-A Staff. The Foundation received a $125,000 grant to fund their mission.

2020 Holiday Donation Campaigns
As previously reported, the Charleston County Parks Foundation featured two holiday donation campaigns in 2020.
Below provides a quick update on both of these efforts.



A new wishing well was placed inside the Holiday Festival of Lights to collect spare change from customers visiting
the bathrooms and concession area of the festival. The wishing well and collecting spare change in the HFOL gift
shop was just one of the ways customers could donate at the festival of lights. The majority of the contributions
came from customers adding a donation to their online ticket purchases. Customers visiting HFOL in 2020 donated

a total of $2,084 to the Foundation!



The 2020 Charleston County Parks Foundation Holiday Card was mailed in
the second week of November to over 20,000 gold pass holders informing
them of the mission and soliciting a donation. The public’s generosity has
been overwhelming. The Foundation raised $17,970 through the 2020
holiday mailing campaign.
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The USDA has folks climbing the trees at Caw Caw Interpretative Center. The Asian Longhorn Beetle is well
established at the end of Charleston County and CCIC has been identified as a site with infestations in many of our
Red Maple trees (Acer rubrum).

First, trained beetle spotters comb the forest and swamps
for days with a singular purpose: identify potentially
beetled trees. Next, they call in the climbers - robust young
people from all over the country, who don harnesses,
scramble up trunks often to the tops of tall timber, and
confirm or deny the presence of Asian Longhorns.

Finally, infested trees will be removed along with
adjacent trees of the same species. Some trees at Caw
Caw and Stono River County Park are being cut and
packaged for reassembly elsewhere, purportedly for
training purposes. The whole thing is a big production
and time-consuming work. In the mean-time visitors at

Caw Caw are enjoying the “show” and learning all
about the impact of invasive species. A table is set up in
the visitor center with information about the beetles
and ways that the public can help.
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Inclusive Santa
Inclusive Santa was held on Sunday, December 6th which allowed people with disabilities and their families an
opportunity to meet jolly St. Nick in a calming, subdued environment. Participants were able to spend some socially
distanced time talking with Santa and have their photos taken by a professional photographer.
Santa was fluent in ASL (American Sign Language). The event sold out a week prior allowing twenty-two families to

participate. Inclusive Santa was a great success and we are looking forward to hosting it again next year!

Off-Road Duathlon
We hope you were able to get some rest and relaxation over the holidays
before we roll into the new year and our highly anticipated Off-Road
Duathlon on January 16th! Participants will start with a two-mile run through
our scenic Laurel Hill County Park before returning to complete a seven-mile
bike loop. And what’s that you say, more running? Yes! This three-part course
is finished up with another two-mile run through the park.
We are excited to get back onto the trails and hope to see you and our

wonderful volunteers.
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Cultural History Interpretation partners with
Clemson’s Historic Preservation Graduate Program
This academic year, Charleston County Parks partnered with students in Clemson’s Historic Preservation Graduate
Program to update McLeod Plantation Historic Site’s listing on the National Register. As part of the semester long

project, students in the program’s first year “History and Theory” course have made several visits to the site in order to
better understand the role it had in slavery.

“When the form was written initially, it was mostly about
Civil War history, but because there's all this added
significance since Charleston County Parks has taken
over and done more research, we're going to update
that form,” Clemson Program Director John Marcoux
said. “Soon when people search for it online, they'll be

able to find that information. People who are working
within historic preservation, they typically don't find
their information on a park website. They find it by
searching for the form online so it will be updated at the
state and the federal level.”

Students are also drawing on research done by many
scholars including Charleston County Parks Cultural
Interpretation Coordinator Shawn Halifax in order to update the listing.

Another part of the project includes listing the Caw Caw Interpretive Center as part of an expanded designation for the
Stono Rebellion National Historic Landmark.
Maria Short, a student in the program, has been focused on the military history at McLeod as part of the project to
update the National Register listing. Union soldiers of the New York 54th and Massachusetts 55th occupied the house in
the spring of 1865. “We’re trying to see where they were, and sort of how they came through James Island,” Short said.
The end result will be a new file in the National Register of Historic Places database which will paint a more accurate
and inclusive picture of the site’s history. This partnership was the result of creative collaboration due to the COVID-19
pandemic, but has set the groundwork for future projects that will undoubtedly benefit both organizations.
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SK8 Charleston recently received a valuable piece of organic marketing! This was entirely free publicity for the skate
park in one of the largest skateboarding magazines in the country. Juice Magazine’s most recent issue features a twopage spread of local rider, Ahmed Laguetar, doing a frontside air in the Pro Bowl. The beautiful sunset photo was taken
by Eric Barlow. This was an advertisement for Stability Skate Co (based in Myrtle Beach), but couldn’t have been better
advertising for the park!
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Total Calls In:

5,610

Average Talk Time:

2.51

Average Wait Time:

0.20

Percentage Answered:

In FY2021 PPS staff sold
1,157 HFOL Ornaments:

90.90%

$ 29,081

Our PPS staff processed & mailed a
higher volume of ornaments as
compared to last year.
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Discounted Gold Passes sold through Corporate Online Pass Sales:


206 Gold Passes



25 participating companies

December Sponsor Highlight: TD Bank
TD Bank sponsored a night at the Holiday Festival of Lights by paying the gate admission for the first 150 cars on December 6th. It was a magical night for many who were surprised with not only free admission, but fun holiday giveaways as well. Thank you TD Bank for your continuous support of the festival!

New presenting sponsor: REV Federal
Credit Union (Formerly Heritage Trust
Federal Credit Union)
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YTD 2021
Attendance

YTD 1920
Attendance

16,625

89,463

72,838

PICP

48%

139,881

429,908

290,027

JICP

-27%

-52,820

142,354

195,174

WCP

84%

7,371

16,103

8,732

CAW

-77%

-17,837

5,341

23,178

JoICP

-32%

-84,475

181,779

266,254

FB Pier

36%

40,144

152,100

111,956

MP Pier

33%

12,572

50,634

38,062

BWP

177%

75,116

117,602

42,486

FBCP

14%

12,508

105,157

92,649

IOP

-17%

-262

1266

1528

Bulow

136%

678

1,178

500

-37%

-710

1201

1911

-35%

-5,164

9,709

14,873

McLeod

67%

27,586

68,832

41,246

LIHP

101%

10,405

20,687

10,282

SK8

-21%

-1,319

4,843

6,162

WCAC

---

-

27,333

-

Stono River

Total Facility Attendance 2021 vs. 1920

Variance
23%
WW
150,473

TOTAL

YTD 2021
Vehicles

YTD 1920
Vehicles

3,367

19,779

16,412

BWP

34,808

56,313

21,505

FBCP

8,045

46,283

38,238

IOP

46,220

122,375

76,155

TOTAL

Variance

YTD 2021
Attendance

YTD 1920
Attendance

---

-

1,381

-

---

-

265

17%

209,279

1,427,136

Laurel Hill Old Towne

%
SZ
87,003

64,233
Variance

%

all facilities continued
SI
40,094

39,237
-86,240

61%

TOTAL

23,376

16,092
-47,766

21%

W North Trail* Meggett*

YTD 1920
Attendance
8,904
-24,002

162%

1,217,857

YTD 2021
Attendance
-14,472

21%

*began tracking WCP Trail rev & Meggett rev in May 2020

-

Variance

%

Marina

-57%

Cottages

89%

-55%

Campsites
58%

75%

-60%

81%

55%

-62%

YTD 1920
Attendance

82%

%

YTD 2021
Attendance
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Digital Marketing Summary
WEBSITE ANALYTICS
Visits

Unique visitors

192,846

Dec 1, 2020 - Dec 31, 2020

Pageviews

171,296

Bounce Rate

360,179

Trended Visits (by Month)

▼

Searches

50.77%

1,660

Trended Visits (Fiscal Year-to-Date, Compared YoY)

Visits

Visits

10K

Visits (Jul 1, 2019 - Dec 31, 2019)

15K

10K

5K
5K

0
Dec 1

Dec 6

Dec 11

Dec 16

Dec 21

Dec 26

0
Jul 1

Dec 31

Top Landing Pages

Aug 1

Sep 1

Oct 2

Nov 2

Dec 3

Top Referral Sites

Label

Unique Pageviews

Label

▼

Visits

▼

1.

Holiday Festival of Lights | Charleston …

86,599

1.

m.facebook.com

2,264

2.

Admission | Charleston County Parks …

44,900

2.

www.sciway.net

1,414

3.

Charleston County Parks and Recreati…

20,237

3.

www.visit-historic-charle…

1,351

EMAIL MARKETING
Total Emails Sent

Open Rate

311,420
Campaign Name

31.26%
Sent

▼

Bounce Rate

Unsubscribe Rate

1.63%

0.07%

Open Rate

Click Through Rate

Bounce Rate

Unsubscribe Rate

1.

December 30, 2020-January 12, 2…

42,904

24.1%

10.8%

2.4%

0.1%

2.

December 23, 2020-January 5, 20…

42,870

22.9%

7.9%

2.3%

0.1%

3.

December 16-29, 2020

42,397

24.1%

8.9%

2.1%

0.1%

Top Performing Email Content
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Digital Marketing Summary
SOCIAL MEDIA

Facebook
Likes

59,253

Impressions

467,060

Instagram

Dec 1, 2020 - Dec 31, 2020

Engagements

17,670

Twitter
Followers

20,777

Engagements

Followers

6,840

8,219

Impressions

25,181

Top Performing Posts

PAID SOCIAL MEDIA
Amount Spent (USD)

$1,479.25

People Reached

Impressions

176,236

207,862
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Clicks to the Website

2,024

Engagements

892

▼

Diversity Mission Statement: The Charleston County Park and Recreation Commission will provide
high quality park facilities, programs, and services to the ever-changing community we serve by
recruiting, training, and retaining a qualified and diverse staff.

Current Staff Statistics:
January 2021 EEO Information
FULL TIME
EMPLOYEES

PART TIME
EMPLOYEES

TOTAL OF ALL
EMPLOYEES

Number of Employees

167

309

476

White

140

260

82%

Hispanic

5

3

2%

African American

15

43

12%

Asian

2

1

1%

Indian

1

1

1%

Two or more Races

4

1

2%

Male

94

148

51%

Female

73

161

49%
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Volunteer Coordinator Report
DECEMBER 2020
Activity Category

Hours
27
49
168
5
10

Total Volunteer Hours:

259
1991
5474
3483

Day Park Volunteers
Green Team
Holiday Festival of Lights
McLeod Plantation
Volunteer Park Ambassador

Current Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Hours:
Previous Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Hours:
Current vs Previous Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Hours:

Value of Volunteer Hours:

Total Volunteer Full-time Employee Equivalent:
Current Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Full-time Employee Equivalent:
Previous Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Full-time Employee Equivalent
Current vs Previous Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Full-time Employee
Equivalent:

Volunteers
8
8
17
2
1

1.59
2.04
6.41
3.57

Value of Volunteer Hours Formula:

# volunteer hours / 162.5 (equivalent of one full time employee) = # full-time employee equivalent

Monthly Employee Cost Savings
Total Volunteer Hours Value:

6,364.77
Current Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Hours Value: 48,996.72
Previous Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Hours: Value 153,955.38
Current vs Previous Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Hours Value: 104,958.66
Monthly Employee Cost Savings Formula:

$4003 (monthly cost with salary and benefits for a specialist level 207 full time employee) x # of full-time employee
equivalent
= Monthly Employee Cost Savings
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Planning & Capital Projects Update – January 2021

Folly Beach Fishing Pier—Replacement Project Update
Cape Romain, our pier replacement contractor, has completed the first two rows (bents) of concrete piles, pile caps, and beams. The
first two bents consist of 18 concrete piles each for a total of 36 piles now in place. Concrete pile caps hold the top of all the piles in
place and run parallel to the building. They also serve as structural supports for the beams placed on top and these beams run
perpendicular to the building. The beams will support the decking (final walking surface). Installation of support piles for the changing
stations and showers have also been driven as well as piles for the beach access walkway.
Cape Romain is continuing to drive piles for the third bent which will be the edge of the apron facing the ocean. This will be followed
by driving piles for bent #4, #5 and #6 which will be the pier’s 25ft-wide walkway going out towards the ocean. The goal is to have the
apron area complete and ready for re-opening by late spring.

Apron Pilings View from the Beach

Walkway Location for Showers &
Changing Station

Apron Pilings Side View
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Planning & Capital Projects Update – January 2021 cont’d

Cooper River Marina County Park—Marina Repairs Project Update
The issue with the previous brackets on the walkway has been resolved by BluTide, our marine contractor, and new brackets are now
in place along the connector pier walkway. Transworld, our electrical contractor, is scheduled to replace the electric cable from the
main panel to D-dock on January 11 then continue on by replacing pedestal breakers on B-dock. When Transworld is finished, all
electrical will be restored at the marina. On January 5, BluTide, ATM, our consultant, and Charleston County staff conducted a walkthru to inspect the repairs. There are some remaining punch list items along with a couple of areas on B-dock that need to be repaired
before the project is complete.

New Walkway Brackets

New Electrical Wire Run
under the Connector Pier
Walkway
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Planning & Capital Projects Update – January 2021 cont’d

Johns Island County Park—New Dog Park & Maintenance Sheds Project Update
The project is moving along with both maintenance sheds passing inspection in late December 2020. The Dog Park construction
continues to swiftly progress with the road and poured concrete pad finished. By the end of January, the shade structure and all the
chain link fencing will be installed.

Construction Images of the New Johns Island County Park Dog Park
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Planning & Capital Projects Update – January 2021 cont’d

Wood Duck Nesting Box Installation – Edisto Island “Red Top” Future County Park
P&D staff are working with forestry consultant (Sabine & Waters) to install two Wood Duck nesting boxes at PRC’s Edisto “Red Top”
property. The nesting boxes provides habitat for Wood Ducks who nest in the area in early winter. The nesting boxes were donated
by SC Department of Natural Resources as part of their program to support waterfowl populations. P&D will monitor installed
boxes at PRC’s undeveloped properties and work with Parks staff on installing and maintaining the boxes at other park properties.
Data, including the number and type of eggs produced in each box will be provided to SCDNR , Ducks Unlimited, and other
interested organizations.
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