COMMISSIONERS:
Collin Bruner, Chair
Eduardo Curry, Vice Chair
Michelle Brandt
Lisa King
Mattese Lecque
Teddy Manos
Brad Taggart
David Bennett, Executive Director

Commission Update
__________________________________________________________________________________
November 10, 2021
Important Dates
Commission Regular Meeting – Monday, November 15, 2021 CCPRC Headquarters at 5:30 pm & online at www.charlestoncountyparks.com
Commission Meeting Agenda Highlights
Old Business:
None
New Business:
Planning and Capital Projects Update:
An overall update on the Planning and Capital Projects will be presented.
Action Items:
Besides the meeting minutes, there are two additional items that will require Commission
action on Monday evening (supplemental information attached).

861 Riverland Drive  Charleston, South Carolina 29412  (843) 762-2172  FAX (843) 762-2683
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CHARLESTON COUNTY PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION
REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING
861 RIVERLAND DRIVE, CHARLESTON, SC, 29412
ONLINE AT WWW.CHARLESTONCOUNTYPARKS.COM
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 15, 2021
AGENDA
I.Call To Order And Welcome

Bruner

A. Introduction of Guests and Notification to Media
II.

Public Comments & Presentations

Bruner/Bennett

A. None
III.

Approval of Minutes

Bruner

A. (ACTION) Approval of October 18, 2021 Regular Commission Meeting Minutes
IV.

Old Business
A. None

V.

New Business
A. Planning and Development Update

Bowie

B. Financial Report

McManus

a. (ACTION) Federal Historic Preservation Grant - Amendment for Additional Funding
b. (ACTION) Wannamaker County Park’s Whirlin Waters Walk-in Freezer Purchase

VI.

C. Baker Site Discussion

Bennett

D. Commission Highlight: Marketing Annual Report

Dickinson

Next Meeting
A. Regular Commission Meeting, Monday, December 13, 2021, 5:30pm at CCPRC Headquarters, Charleston, SC
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UNAPPROVED MINUTES
CHARLESTON COUNTY PARK & RECREATION COMMISSION (CCPRC)
REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING
861 RIVERLAND DRIVE, CHARLESTON, SC, 29412
MONDAY, OCTOBER 18, 2021

Commission Members Present: Mr. Collin Bruner, Ms. Michelle Brandt, Ms. Lisa King (via teleconference), Ms.
Mattese Lecque, and Mr. Brad Taggart.
Commission Members Not Present:. Mr. Eduardo Curry and Mr. Teddy Manos.
Staff Present: Mr. David Bennett, Mr. Kevin Bowie, Mr. Charlie McManus, Mr. Phil Macchia, Ms. Gina EllisStrother, Ms. Christine Volousky, Ms. Patty Newshutz, Mr. Steve Hutton (via teleconference), Mr.
Tommy Hale (via teleconference), Ms. Shanté Ellis, Ms. Marcie Chiappone, Ms. Lisa Knisley-White
(via teleconference), and Mr. Adam Ronan.
Legal Counsel Not Present: Mr. Dwayne Green
Guests Present: None
I.

Call to Order and Welcome
A. Introduction of Guests and Notification to Media
The Charleston County Park & Recreation Commission met on Monday, October 18, 2021 at the
CCPRC Headquarters, Charleston, SC. Mr. Bruner, Commission Chair, called the meeting to order
and welcomed those in attendance. Mr. Bruner informed those present that notification of the
meeting was sent to the local news media and others requesting notification.

II.

Public Comments and Presentations
A. None

III.

Approval of Minutes
A. (ACTION) Approval of September 27, 2021 Regular Commission Meeting Minutes
Motion to approve the minutes of the September 27, 2021 Regular Commission Meeting was made by
Ms. Lecque, seconded by Ms. Brandt, and approved by the Commission. (#020-2122)

IV.

Old Business
A. None

V.

New Business
A. Planning and Development (P&D) Update
Mr. Bowie presented an update on the following Commission approved Capital Projects:
•

Sk8 Charleston hosted their first event called Grind for Life on October 2. Staff are looking
forward to hosting the event again next year. This event travels throughout the US and is a
501(c)(3) that raises funds for those that have cancer and covers travel expenses for treatments.
The founder of the event is a two-time cancer survivor. Ms. Lecque noted that she saw a large
crowd as she drove past SK8 Charleston that weekend. Mr. Macchia noted that it was a fantastic
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•

event with a large turnout. He noted that the event host stated that this event holds their record
for the most pre-registered participants. Mr. Bennett asked if the event had any injuries. Mr.
Macchia confirmed that no injuries were reported. Mr. Macchia mentioned that it was pretty
impressive to watch a recent 14-year old Olympic Skater that was also at the event.
Publicly Advertised Bids:
o Request for Qualification ▪ Consulting Services for the New Park Center Design at North Charleston
Wannamaker County Park
o Invitation for Bid (IFB) ▪ Construction of the Folly River Paddle Sport Access at the Folly River Boat Ramp
o Request for Proposals (RFP) –
▪ Old Town Creek County Park – Phase I Development

•

Folly Beach Fishing Pier
o The new diamond pilings are underway. Staff are pleased with the project and weather is
cooperating.

•

Comprehensive Plan Consultant – Recreation for All 2033
o The consultant contract has been signed and meetings are underway.

•

Highway 41 Corridor Improvements
o The new traffic circle hugs the boundary of Laurel Hill County Park (Laurel Hill Parkway
heading towards Dunes West). This project will overtake a small edge of Laurel Hill. The
roadway will be a two-lane instead of the four originally proposed. Staff have had
successful meetings with the County. Staff have spoken with the highway project’s
consultant to discuss the viability of the park entrance and determine options on Highway
41 or Laurel Hill Parkway. Mr. Bruner asked to clarify where the roundabout is located
and the highway at the bottom of the map. Mr. Bowie noted that the roundabout is on
the outskirts of the park on Laurel Hill Parkway and the bottom highway is Highway 41.
Mr. Bennett stated that this was certainly the best option that was on the table for the
county park. Ms. Lecque asked how this will impact the Phillips Community. Mr. Bowie
stated that this is the compromise to the major four lane highway going through the
Phillips Community. He noted that there are some community impacts, but it is a lot less
than what was originally proposed. Mr. Bowie reminded the Commission that the agency
does not own Laurel Hill County Park. He stated that it is in a trust with Wells Fargo.
The trustees are Newberry College and the Franke Home. The agency is about 10 years
into its 100-year lease on the property. As the County continues to pursue this project
and the condemnation process, they will be in talks with Wells Fargo. However, there is
a little piece of CCPRC land involved with the change. This small portion of land was
donated to us via a developer.

•

Isle of Palms ADA Project Phase 1
o Mr. Bowie stated that a motion will be brought in the Finance section of the meeting to
discuss bringing on a consultant to oversee the construction administration of Phase I &
II approach of an ADA project at the Isle of Palms County Park. Phase I will create more
ADA parking spaces, stairs, and ramp to restrooms. The consultant would hold the
construction vendor accountable to their drawing/design. Phase II intends to create
accessible showers and enhance beach access. The permits are currently in review because
staff are asking Ocean and Coastal Resource Management (OCRM) to be more flexible
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with their current regulations to accommodate the current ADA standards. There is a
natural conflict between how they manage the beach and how CCPRC wants to give
people with accessibility needs access to the beach. Folly Beach currently has an
exemption, but IOP and Beachwalker County Park do not have a similar exemption. Mr.
Bennett noted that this is the first major ADA Transition Plan Project and staff will
diligently pursue all options to accommodate and enhance access to all of the agency’s
facilities. Ms. Brandt asked if the Commission were to get sued for lack of beach access,
would the agency be liable or OCRM? Mr. Bowie clarified that the defense would be that
we pursued a permit to grant access, but it was denied. He noted, however, the results of
the case would be unable to be pre-determined. Mr. Bennett confirmed that PRC could
be a party to the suit.
B.

Financial Report
Mr. McManus presented and reviewed the checks over $7500 and financial reports for the month of
August. There was a much better start to the first quarter compared to last year. One change in fund
balance is due to the month when the transfers were done compared to last year. There were no further
questions from the Commission.
a. (ACTION) Change Order – Isle of Palms (IOP) ADA Improvement Project
Motion to approve a change order with Collins Engineering, in the amount of $37,280.00, with
funds coming the approved CIP budget was made by Ms. Lecque, seconded by Ms. Brandt, and
approved by the Commission. (#021-2122)
b. (ACTION) Contract Award - IOP ADA Improvements- Phase I
Motion to enter into a contract with MedPro Systems, LLC for the construction of Parking and
Park Center ADA Improvements- Phase I in the amount of $151,045.66 with the funds coming
from the approved CIP budget was made by Mr. Taggart, seconded by Ms. King, and approved
by the Commission. (#022-2122)

C.

(ACTION) Fees and Changes
Mr. Bennett and Mr. Macchia noted that the staff are trying to maintain the 50/50 balance of the
budget with revenue and taxes. Mr. Bennett noted that the agency is following the market/industry
standard in addition to offering accessibility options via the Foundation. Mr. Macchia noted that the
largest change is at the beach parks moving the weekend fee from $15 to $20. Mr. Macchia noted a $5
increase to the Gold Pass due to 4-5 new facilities and more recreational opportunities being added to
the pass. Mr. Macchia noted that Ms. Ellis-Strother gathered the data on how much the rate would be
to pay for every opportunity individually and the fee was astronomical. Mr. Macchia noted that the
waterpark admission fee will increase by $2. Mr. Bruner inquired about offering a waterpark family day
pass. Mr. Macchia noted that this option has been researched and reviewed by staff for several years,
but ultimately determined not to be the best practice. Ms. Lecque asked for clarification about the Gold
Pass partnership with the Charleston County Library (a program managed by the Foundation). Ms.
Ellis-Strother stated that the Foundation purchased five Gold Passes for each of the county libraries
that can be checked out for one week. Ms. Brandt asked when the last time the fees have changed. Mr.
Macchia noted that the answer depends on the item, but noted that all fees are reviewed annually. Mr.
Bowie noted that the access to the park’s basic amenities (fishing docks, playgrounds, trails, etc.) has
only been raised once in 50 years. Ms. King noted that the agency held strong on the dollar per person
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for years. Mr. Bowie stated that Mr. Macchia is reviewing staff wages via the budget process due to the
part-time wage market challenges that are being faced. Mr. Taggart inquired about the vacancy rate on
the pull-thru campsites that caused the recommendation for the rate increase of $4. He asked if there is
an opportunity to increase and charge more. Mr. Macchia stated that to stay competitive the rate is
raised over the years rather than a drastic increase. Mr. Bruner noted that campground visitors are
spending more while they’re staying within the park and amenities. Ms. King noted that she was on her
17th campground experience in two months and noted that the prices vary greatly based on location
and prime calendar dates.
Motion to approve the proposed fees and changes was made by Ms. Lecque, seconded by Ms.
Brandt, and approved by the Commission. (#023-2122)
D. Baker Site Discussion
Mr. Bruner noted that Mr. Bennett will review the Baker site history and current status. Mr. Bruner
noted that the site continues to garner lots of public interest in a public private/partnership. Mr.
Bennett noted that Baker is an undeveloped site +-98 acres and it’s sitting in a high development area
and has access to water. The site was donated by the Speedwell Foundation to turn it into a public park
with clear direction from the Commission to develop without spending any tax dollars. However, at the
time, staff determined that the only way to do anything with the property is to enter into a
public/private venture. Under the Commission’s direction, staff pursued a public request for proposal
for a joint venture that stipulated that the winner of the bid would have to develop the land and pay
CCPRC for a land lease for maintenance and upkeep. Two bids were received US Performance Center
and Top Golf. Top Golf required a devoted exit ramp to their location. After Executive Management
met with the SCDOT, this partnership wasn’t considered viable. US Performance Center won the
original lease and agreed to pursue the master plan of the site in return for a portion of the property to
pursue some other goals. Ultimately, after a few years the US Performance Center plan and financing
did not work out. The contract was terminated. The property returned to the Comprehensive Plan
queue for further evaluation. It has been less than a year since the contract was dissolved and there has
been lots of interest in the property. Mr. Bennett stated that the Commission can provide staff updated
direction. Staff have not met to re-discuss or evaluate the property. Staff don’t have a recommendation
at this time. It is being considered in the future master planning queue of the Comprehensive Plan. Mr.
Bruner and Mr. Bennett agreed that it could take 3-5 years to develop. Ms. King asked the Commission
to keep in mind the citizens of West Ashley and their requests for a county park near Bees Ferry Rd.
Mr. Bennett noted that we’ve gone through multiple development cycles and while the development of
Old Towne is underway a West Ashley County Park has been on the discussion table for a while as a
priority. Mr. Bruner asked if Bulow is out of the agency’s control at this moment. Mr. Bennett and Mr.
Bowie agreed that the Bulow County Park legal roadblocks are starting to ease. Mr. Bruner stated he
views Baker in a different light as it can have a public/private venture. Ms. Lecque noted that the
Commission must not forget the donors intention for the land to have public access. Ms. Brandt asked
for clarification on who decided that the land couldn’t be developed with tax dollars. Mr. Bennett
confirmed that it was a stipulation of the Commission at the time of the land donation acceptance, but
noted this direction can be changed at any time. Mr. Bruner and Mr. Bennett noted that the Baker site
is undeveloped land currently and the decision was to not spend tax dollars at that time to develop the
property if accepted as a donation. Mr. Bennett noted that there are at least two options on the table
currently; pursue a public/private venture or leave the land in the Master Plan queue. Mr. Taggart
stated that after a few tries of the public/private venture maybe it’s time to consider allowing it to come
through the queue. Mr. Bennett stated that staff have learned a lot during those public/private attempts
RFP and land lease. Ms. Newshutz noted that the Commission based their decision on the limited
funds that were available prior to the Bond funds and the agency’s current financial profile. Mr.
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Bennett stated that financial profile changes will always exist. Mr. Bruner clarified his question of
whether the Commission wants staff to develop an RFP to review to determine whether or not the
Commission wants to pursue a public/private venture again; or if it isn’t a desire to look into it as an
option. Ms. Brandt asked if the facility is managed by the private sector how would the agency manage
public access. Mr. Bruner and Mr. Bennett clarified that it would be stipulated in the agreement. Mr.
Bennett noted the challenges of putting out an RFP during the holidays. The Commission gave staff
the direction to bring back information on lessons learned with Baker and an update on Bulow during
the November meeting.
E.

Commission Highlight: Cemetery Management Plan Update
Ms. Newshutz, Planning and Development Director, introduced the agency’s Land Resource Planner,
Mr. Adam Ronan. She noted that Mr. Ronan is responsible for managing natural and cultural resources
during the development of a facility. Mr. Ronan reviewed his current project – CCPRC’s Historic
Cemeteries. Mr. Bennett reminded everyone that protecting natural and cultural resources is a part of the
agency’s vision. Mr. Ronan noted that preserving natural and cultural resources falls under the agency’s
stewardship core value. He noted that the agency’s Site Specific Cemetery Management Plans and
Cemetery Preservation Management Plan developed by New South Associates, Inc., PRC’s consultant,
were recently completed and added to the Cultural Resource Management Plan. The new Cemetery
Management Plan will offer broad recommendations on preserving, managing, and maintaining the
agency’s cemeteries. Mr. Ronan noted that the agency has eight cemeteries (Six Mile County Park’s
cemetery is a privately owned outparcel) including Bulow (Bulow Tract), Bethel AME Church &
Unnamed Probable Enslaved (Caw Caw Interpretive Center), Louisa Seaborn (Laurel Hill Tract),
McLeod Plantation (McLeod Plantation Historic Site), Old Towne (Old Towne Creek County Park), Red
Top (Red Top Tract-Edisto Island Park), and Cooks Old Field (Rifle Range Road Tract). The cemeteries
are primarily associated with historic African-American communities/churches. Mr. Ronan noted that
most of the cemeteries are naturally protected in the wooded sections of the facilities, but have seasonal
ornate plantings that indicate a burial site. CCPRC plans to engage the public and family descendants in
any future site-specific cemetery projects. The Bulow Cemetery is associated with the Red Top
Community and parks phosphate era mining village. It is a contributing cultural resource to the Ashley
River Historic District and is four acres with 15 known marked graves and over 300 depressions which
are indicative of burials. Bulow is the only cemetery with funerary artifacts such as pitchers, bottles, vases,
and other items associated with burials. The McLeod Cemetery is associated with the McLeod Plantation
and James Island African-American Community. It is seven acres and an early survey identified 34
marked gravesites with an additional 99 unmarked graves. The last known internment was in 1965. Staff
have prioritized the McLeod Cemetery as the first site-specific cemetery project with work to include
boundary delineation, burial mapping, ground penetrating radar, and collection of oral histories. The
importance of historic cemetery preservation/management has been recognized by South Carolina’s
Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) through two 50/50 matching grants awarded in 2020 and 2021.
2020’s Federal Preservation Grant project totaled $22, 834 and assisted with the development of the
CCPRC Cemetery Preservation Management Plan. The 2021 Federal Preservation Grant’s estimated cost
is $47,160 and will be presented for Commission consideration in November 2021. The 2021 grant
project would entail specific cemetery work for McLeod Plantation Historic Site.

VII.

Next Meeting

Regular Commission Meeting, Monday, November 15, 2021, 5:30 pm at CCPRC Headquarters, Charleston,
SC
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There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:38 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Collin Bruner, Chair

Shanté Ellis, Executive Administrative Manager
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September 2021 Checks over $7,500

Date

Check #

Vendor

Description

Amount

General Agency
9/2/2021 3038749 Tyler Technologies Inc

Tyler Munis Software Disaster Recovery

$

8,922.96

9/16/2021 3038855 Go Race Productions Inc

CSTS Race Timing

$

9,143.00

9/23/2021 3038913 This End Up Furniture Company

20 Bunkie Boards For Cottages

$

16,250.65

9/30/2021 3038950 Team Phun Llc

2600 Promo Animal Bags (marketing)

$

8,246.94

Capital Improvement Projects
Applied Technology & Management Inc
A/E Consultant Service for CRM
Cape Romain Contractors Inc
FBFP Pier Replacement Construction
Wantman Group Inc
FBFP Pier Replacement

$
$
$

30,797.82
774,275.40
16,525.60

9/16/2021
9/16/2021
9/16/2021

31
32
34
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Combined General Agency Operations
September, 2021

Combined Revenues
Support Services
Park Services
Recreation Services
Total Revenue

Prior YTD Actuals
420,925
4,459,885
167,093
5,047,903

Year To date Actuals
323,553
5,725,978
445,338
6,494,869

Total Expenses
Net Operating Income

2,550,547
4,318,065
815,141
7,683,753
(2,635,850)

2,463,580
4,480,542
993,318
7,937,440
(1,442,571)

Transfers In
Transfers Out
Change in Fund Balance

‐
‐
(2,635,850)

‐
2,000,000
(3,442,571)

121,500
2,000,000
(559,112)

Fund Balance Statement
Change in Fund Balance
Fund Balance‐ Beginning of Year
Ending Fund Balance

(2,635,850)
20,334,393
17,698,543

(3,442,571)
18,036,272
14,593,701

(559,112)
18,036,272
17,477,160

Combined Expenses
Support Services
Park Services
Recreation Services
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Current Year Budget
18,620,985
15,370,490
1,803,591
35,795,066

10,284,858
19,119,793
5,071,027
34,475,678
1,319,388

% of Budget
2%
37%
25%
18%

24%
23%
20%
23%

0%
100%

Support Services
September, 2021
Revenues
Administration Millage
Administration‐ Other
Total Revenue

Prior YTD Actuals
393,309
27,616
420,925

Year To date Actuals
288,533
35,020
323,553

Expenses
Administration
Executive
Financial Services
Human Resources
Information Technology
Marketing
Park and Program Services
Planning and Development
Safety
Total Expenses
Net Operating Income

1,048,459
276,416
182,369
144,788
283,203
226,506
125,193
188,507
75,108
2,550,549
(2,129,624)

840,489
307,138
165,745
117,094
372,539
267,760
115,957
182,180
94,678
2,463,580
(2,140,027)

1,147,850
1,571,811
960,550
873,896
1,958,345
1,241,478
617,256
1,439,182
474,489
10,284,857
8,336,128

73%
20%
17%
13%
19%
22%
19%
13%
20%
24%

0
2,000,000

121,500
2,000,000

0%
100%

(4,140,027)

6,457,628

Transfers In
Transfers Out
Change in Fund Balance

0
0
(2,129,624)
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Current Year Budget
18,400,000
220,985
18,620,985

% of Budget
2%
16%
2%

Park Services
September, 2021
Revenues
Prior YTD Actuals
Administration
4,787
Caw Caw Interpretive Center
14,540
Cooper River Marina
688,770
Folly Beach County Park
243,975
Folly Beach Fishing Pier
474,974
Isle of Palms County Park
422,951
James Island County Park
1,021,524
Johns Island County Park
25,505
Kiawah Beachwalker Park
165,539
Lake House at Bulow
10,150
Laurel Hill Plantation
394
McLeod Plantation
66,118
Mount Pleasant Palmetto Islands County Park
161,474
Mount Pleasant Pier
99,722
North Charleston Wannamaker County Park
1,014,522
Old Towne Creek County Park
0
SK8 Charleston
38,691
Stono River Park
2,219
West County Aquatics Center
4,031
Total Revenue
4,459,886
Expenses
Administration
Caw Caw Interpretive Center
Cooper River Marina
Folly Beach County Park
Folly Beach Fishing Pier
Isle of Palms County Park
James Island County Park
Johns Island County Park
Kiawah Beachwalker Park
Lake House at Bulow
Laurel Hill Plantation
McLeod Plantation
Mount Pleasant Palmetto Islands County Park
Mount Pleasant Pier
North Charleston Wannamaker County Park
Old Towne Creek County Park
SK8 Charleston
Stono River Park
Undeveloped Properties & HQ Maintenance
West County Aquatics Center
Total Expenses
Change in Fund Balance

281,701
67,173
87,342
122,662
335,145
238,571
988,739
108,383
124,063
20,548
3,612
61,407
298,482
118,592
970,618
2,220
50,168
4,771
371,738
62,128
4,318,063
141,823
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Year To date Actuals Current Year Budget
4,926
43,000
19,373
53,157
364,898
916,048
354,054
611,429
198,907
937,326
475,830
886,919
1,259,651
5,894,992
16,517
108,448
192,995
339,305
27,550
152,610
1,006
7,772
180,374
555,425
297,840
736,533
154,319
348,984
2,139,495
3,613,043
0
0
29,986
145,124
3,792
9,000
4,463
11,375
5,725,976
15,370,490

277,971
73,183
80,465
166,410
286,337
209,638
1,156,340
80,169
128,602
24,138
3,737
62,732
311,625
117,046
1,029,758
2,253
60,608
7,788
347,185
54,556
4,480,541
1,245,435

1,259,518
325,423
645,312
440,869
1,184,726
719,571
5,076,166
482,170
451,172
160,364
48,344
338,773
1,332,671
553,674
3,481,795
39,401
279,666
32,914
2,089,248
178,016
19,119,793
(3,749,303)

% of Budget
11%
36%
40%
58%
21%
54%
21%
15%
57%
18%
13%
32%
40%
44%
59%
0%
21%
42%
39%
37%

22%
22%
12%
38%
24%
29%
23%
17%
29%
15%
8%
19%
23%
21%
30%
6%
22%
24%
17%
31%
23%

Recreation Services
September, 2021
Revenue
Accessibility
Community Recreation
Interpretive
Outdoor
Special Events
Runs, Races & Fitness
Total Revenue

Expenses
Administration
Accessibility
Community Recreation
Interpretive
Outdoor
Special Events
Runs, Races & Fitness
Total Expenses
Change in Fund Balance

Prior YTD Actuals
0
0
7,716
104,353
28,933
26,091
167,093

Year To date Actuals
600
43,750
22,111
247,244
73,336
58,297
445,338

Current Year Budget
4,780
214,000
126,920
817,534
417,937
222,420
1,803,591

% of Budget
13%
20%
17%
30%
18%
26%
25%

146,636
7,185
142,732
151,609
242,410
56,230
68,339
815,141
(648,048)

136,303
1,531
245,942
147,553
267,948
103,020
91,021
993,318
(547,980)

698,876
33,789
1,194,747
829,267
1,387,175
544,082
383,091
5,071,027
(3,267,436)

20%
5%
21%
18%
19%
19%
24%
20%
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MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:
RE:

David Bennett
Charles McManus
November 9, 2021
Federal Historic Preservation Grant - Amendment for Additional Funding

In August 2020, the Commission approved a 2020 Federal Historic Preservation Grant,
administered by the SC Department of Archives and History (SCDAH), in the amount of
$22,834. SCDAH is offering to amend the 2020 grant to provide additional time and funding.
The federal grant is a 50-50 match grant that will be used to support site-specific cemetery work
and national register update for McLeod Plantation Historic Site.
The additional $51,388 in funds brings the new total to $74,222, with $37,111 provided by the
Grant and the remaining $37,111 constituting the Commission’s matching funds.
Recommend acceptance of the funding amendment to the FY2020 Federal Historic
Preservation Grant award in the amount of $51,388, bringing the new total to $74,222 with
CCPRC’s 50% match of $37,111 coming from Planning & Development’s General Agency
Budget.
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MEMORANDUM

TO:
FROM:
DATE:
RE:

David Bennett
Charlie McManus
November 9, 2021
Wannamaker County Park’s Whirlin' Waters Walk-in Freezer Purchase

During the 2021-2022 budget process, the Commission approved the allocation of funds
for a replacement walk-in freezer for Whirlin’ Waters at Wannamaker County Park. Quotes
were obtained and FRS Charleston submitted the lowest price at $61,223.17.
The purchase is budgeted to come from the Whirlin’ Waters General Agency Budget line:
12600303-82530- 0000.
Recommend approval to purchase a replacement walk-in freezer for Whirlin’ Waters at
Wannamaker County Park inthe amount of $61,223.17 with the funds coming from the
approved General Agency Operating Budget Line.
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On its 100th birthday, Poetry Society of South Carolina gets a romp of a read
By Maura Hogan mhogan@postandcourier.com
Oct 21, 2021
In the organization’s early days, the author, known for works
like “The Doctor to the Dead: Grotesque Legends and Folk
Tales of Old Charleston,” often took to his Underwood typewriter to bemoan his martyrdom to the cause, particularly
when it came to the annual “Poetry Society of South Carolina
Yearbook.”

In a word, it’s poetry.
When the Poetry Society of South Carolina launched in 1920,

its founders chose poetry as the organization’s defining
pursuit. But if you think that limits its scope to tweedy meter
junkies amidst piles of chapbooks, you’ll miss out on more
than a few well-crafted, lofty notions. You’ll also miss out on a

“They wanted it to be read all throughout the country, but it
took a whole lot of work,” Lundy said of the publication.
“They’re members of the upper echelon of Charleston society.
They were not interested in a job spending all their time
making this a nationally important journal, and so the Yearbook’s kind of collapsing under its own weight.”

rubbernecker of a read that reveals how poetry, personality
and a fair amount of privilege converged at a time when
Charleston was keen to position itself as a cultural hotspot.
The forces literary and otherwise that came together 100
years ago to form the Poetry Society of South Carolina are, to

On one occasion, Bennett shared his sentiments on famed
writer Josephine Pinckney’s management of it with fellow
member Thomas Waring, then the editor of The Evening Post.

a one, compelling ink.
And they pack the pages of “The History of the Poetry Society
of South Carolina, 1920 to 2021,” a new book by James J.
Lundy Jr. timed with the organization’s centennial.

“As editor-in-chief our friend (Pinckney) is a complete
washout. If you were not aware of this, deep in your kindly
heart, it is time someone told you. Hence this present
explosion from your indignant, irritated, but truly affectionate
friend.”

Along with the boldface names of wordsmiths near and far,
Lundy happily indulges the reader with regular jaw drops,
demonstrating that truth in Charleston has long been stranger
than verse.

While many members brandish choice words for publication or
otherwise, Lundy, is as concerned with how those words
chronicle the ebbs and flows of the organization through the
course of time.

“I tried to make the book as funny as I possibly could,” Lundy
said.
Pointed pens

To wit: This is not the book for those seeking stanzas, or a
celebration of the poetry put forth by society members over
the past century. But by his own characterization, Lundy is
more into the history than the poetry, an inclination evident
from the inclusion of a sole poem, “In a Rose Garden” by John
Bennett, in the 330-page work, which is available on
amazon.com.

Case in point is the
peevish,
if
precise,
personal correspondence
of
longtime,
longsuffering group President
John Bennett.

This month in SC history: Author DuBose Heyward is born. DuBose Heyward with his wife Dorothy Heyward. The author served as president of

“If I had to identify myself, in the
order of 1 to 10, the number 1

the Poetry Society of South Carolina, which celebrates its centennial in
2021. File/Provided

cover photo: McLeod Plantation Historic Site by Vanessa Kauffmann
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Poetry society — continued

would be preservationist,” said Lundy, the current president of
the organization who has been involved with
it for around 16 years, drawn in by its long
history.

A-list poets in Charleston

The society’s history is resplendent with highprofile poets, with venues and programming
varying based on the Society’s coffers and the
availability of touring talent.

The book idea formed when he was tasked
with writing Poetry Society newsletters, and
began sharing some of its history. It’s his first
foray into writing (and self-publishing) a book,
timed with the centennial.

Consider its early years alone. Irish scribe
Padraic Colum spoke repeatedly, as did others
from the Irish literary renaissance. In 1929,
Robert Frost spoke on his philosophy of
writing. In 1934, Edna St. Vincent Millay
wowed the crowds in a green velvet gown and
black cape, reading poems from her new
collection, “Wine from These Grapes.” In 1937,
Sherwood Anderson spoke on “A New
Conception of Realism.”

’The History of the Poetry Society of South Carolina:
1920 - 2021″ is a new book by James Lundy that
chronicles the first 100 years of the organization on

the occasion of its centennial. James Lundy/Provided

Location, location, location

Drama, too

Given his penchant for preservation, the author frequently
includes addresses in the book, citing exact locations. With
Google Maps on hand, readers can quickly identify the historic
homes connected to members.

With members and speakers alike, there were more than a
few shocking interludes. Lundy takes evident pleasure in
producing a scandal-riddled read, which demonstrates that no
matter how much starch is in its finery, there’s never a dull
moment in Charleston.

Its office for a long stretch, complete with donated mohair
chairs, was at 62 Broad St. Member residences include Laura
Bragg’s at 38 Chalmers
St. Villa Margherita on 4
South Battery St. is
where Gertrude Stein
and Alice B. Toklas
stayed when Stein gave
her presentation comparing poetry and prose.
Legare Street was home
to members such as the
Bennetts at 37.

There was writer and educator Hervey Allen’s abrupt,
definitive exit from Charleston in 1924, with accounts of
serious misdeeds involving students and others. During a tour
of Magnolia Gardens given to Edna St. Vincent Millay and her
husband by Sara Simons Hastie, the hostess recalled advances
from both. There was the 1928 murder of a member, the Right
Rev. William Guerry, bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of the
eastern half of the state, by the Rev. J. Herbert Woodward.

Lundy often tops off cameo appearances by detailing the
individual’s tragic and untimely demise, among the causes
dementia-induced self-defenestration, peritonitis via toothpick
and rip tides. It’s as if to suggest that poetry
Gertrude Stein and Alice B. Toklas stayed at 4 South
may be good for the soul, but the body is
Battery, Villa Margherita. File/Charlotte Nottingham
quite another matter.
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Poetry society — continued

A local organization, year by year

Joseph L. O’Brien, founder of Bishop England High School.

At the same time, Lundy paces through the minutiae of each
operating year, regularly, meticulously detailing its featured
readers, financials, membership counts, contest winners and
venue changes to provide a rare overview of a local cultural
organization that has managed to weather challenges, citing
key leaders, or “saviors,” who helped keep the Society afloat.
That includes some organizational skirmishes amidst the
housekeeping.

Laura Bragg, who would ascend to the top spot at Charleston
Museum, was in on it from the beginning. Susan Pringle Frost,
founder of the Preservation Society of Charleston, joined the
second year.

James Lundy

And there were many of the established Charleston names,
like Smythe and Ravenel and Sass and Dill and Mazyck and
Hastie, so many from the social register swell set that a quip
dating back to at least 1930 goes, “The Poetry Society is
one-tenth poetry and nine-tenths society.”

“The first half of the nineteen twenties was really an amazing
time where this little organization had national and
international stature as trailblazing … but it was also collapsing
under its own weight and the volunteers. Bennett kept on
resigning and nobody wanted to do anything, “ Lundy said.

As Lundy sees it, the survival of the organization is a story of
perseverance. Give or take a wartime hiatus, it has contended
with all manner of events that have tested its mettle, among
them war, economic crisis, social shifts, leadership styles, not
to mention an ever-fluctuating public interest in poetry.

That history offers a glimpse into more than the state’s gifted
wordsmiths. It offers a beat on a moment in Charleston, as
cultural leaders converged to uplift the city.

Poetry over progress
The author levels his gaze at the organization’s past
recalcitrance in embracing diversity as it held fast to its White,
conservative foundation. Lundy recounts a few choice
maneuvers to play to this base.

In its first years it boasted a hotbed of Charleston’s cultural
leaders: DuBose Heyward, author of the novel “Porgy,” upon
which George Gershwin based “Porgy and Bess”; Pinckney,
who would later pen her popular novel “Three O’Clock Dinner”; as well as Bennett and Waring.

The organization admitted Jean Toomer, a poet and novelist
who was a seminal figure in the Harlem Renaissance soon to
be known for the 1923 “Cane.” When the Poetry Society
caught wind of his mixed-race background, they omitted his
accomplishments from their annual “Yearbook,” and
neglected to send him a dues renewal notice for the following
year.

Poet and educator
Allen rallied around the
group, along with other
leading educators including William Steen
Gaud, founder and
headmaster of the
Gaud School, Mary
Vardrine McBee of
Ashley
Hall
and

During the civil rights era, Lundy observes a doubling down on
exclusion, with bylaws tightened up to seemingly suppress
integration.

The group finally did host a reading featuring a Black speaker
in 1981, presenting Septima Clark along with James Dickey.
Lundy credits that programming to
Laura Bragg was among the first members of the Poetry
the College of Charleston, then its
Society of South Carolina, which was founded in 1920. File/Provided
partner.
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Poetry society — continued

But he points to Carol Furtwangler, president in the 1990s, as
particularly productive in furthering racial diversity, citing the
appointment of a Black board member, Hermine Stanyard,
who worked with Alice Cabaniss on the Sundown Poetry Series
and breaking that color barrier.
It was not until 1993 that Carrie Allen McCray would be the
first Black poet “chosen, paid for and reading” to the Society,
followed in 1999 by a second reader, Carolyn Beard Whitlow.
Full circle
Today, the all-volunteer organization abides, with hopes of
riding the current wave of interest in poetry to swell its ranks.

James Lundy is the author of “The History of the Poetry Society of South Carolina:
1920 to 2021,” which he wrote for the occasion of the organization’s centennial.
Photo by Rebeccah Williams Connelly/provided

According to Lundy, achieving racial diversity remains a
priority. Efforts like Poetry at McLeod, a collaborative project

with McLeod Plantation Historic Site, promote African
American poets.
Community partnerships continue, such as the Piccolo Spoleto
Sundown Poetry Series, which was founded in 1979 in
conjunction with the city of Charleston. New initiatives
respond to the current times, like the successful Zoom event
offerings that were created in the midst of the pandemic.
And there’s that sense that poetry is having a moment, one
that could benefit the Poetry Society as it did 100 years ago. In
his epilogue, Lundy cites rising stars like Amanda Gorman.
Popular local festivals like Free Verse Poetry Festival are
testament, as well.
Lundy conjectures that the Poetry Society of South Carolina
will continue to “wax and wane.” Given our whirling world,
there are bound to be highs and lows. There will be dark days
and light ones. There will likely be some similes and metaphors
as well.

The Confederate Home and College was once the office of
the Poetry Society of South Carolina. File/Provided

There will certainly be more words, and perhaps a few
characters, too, as for richer and poorer, for better and worse,
the Poetry Society of South Carolina perseveres into its next
century.
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Photos: Grind for Life series comes to SK8 Charleston
Oct 2, 2021

Photos: Grind for Life series comes to SK8 Charleston | Multimedia | postandcourier.com

Skaters came from all over the United States for the Grind for
Life Series, a nationally recognized bowl and street

skateboarding competition, at SK8 Charleston on Saturday,
Oct. 2, 2021. A portion of entry fees from the event will be
donated to the Grind for Life Organization, a 501(c)(3) that
raises money to assist cancer patients with travel expenses for
treatment that are not usually covered by health insurance.
This was the first time that Charleston has hosted the
competition.

Tyson Brown, 12, of Outer Banks NC, gets air as he competes in the
bowl during the Grind For Life Series at SK8 Charleston on Saturday Oct
2, 2021. This is the first years that the Grind for Life Series, a nationally
recognized street and bowl skate competition, has been hosted in
Charleston. “We usually have to travel pretty far,” said Brown, who
was excited that the competition was being hosted closer to his home.
BY LAUREN PETRACCA POST AND COURIER STAFF

Lexy Cassell, 19, of Long Island, NY does a kick flip while competing in the
women’s street division of the Grind For Life Series at SK8 Charleston on
Saturday Oct 2, 2021. Cassell ended up taking the 1st place for the division.
A portion of entry fees from the event will be donated to the Grind For Life
Organization, a 501(C)(3) that raised money to assist cancer patients with travel
expenses for treatment that are not usually covered by health insurance.
BY LAUREN PETRACCA POST AND COURIER STAFF

Skaters watch as Messiah Massey, 11. of Atlanta, GA, competes in the street division during the Grind For Life Series at SK8 Charleston on Saturday Oct 2, 2021. BY LAUREN PETRACCA POST AND COURIER STAFF
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Grind for Life — continued

Lilly Erickson, 11, of Hau’ula, HI competes in the
women’s bowl division of the Grind For Life Series at
SK8 Charleston on Saturday Oct 2, 2021. This was
Erickson’s first time competing in the Grind For Life
Series, though she does travel for other competitions.
BY LAUREN PETRACCA POST AND COURIER STAFF

Parker Gragg, right, of Charleston fists bumps
Lexy Cassell after watching her compete in the
women’s street division of the Grind For Life Series at
SK8 Charleston on Saturday Oct 2, 2021.
BY LAUREN PETRACCA POST AND COURIER STAFF

A young skater competes in the bowl competition at the
Grind For Life Series at SK8 Charleston on Saturday Oct 2,
2021. BY LAUREN PETRACCA POST AND COURIER STAFF
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Grind for Life — continued

Elijah Fox, 12, of Atlanta, GA competes in the
street division of the Grind For Life Series at SK8
Charleston on Saturday Oct 2, 2021.
BY LAUREN PETRACCA POST AND COURIER STAFF

MaryClaire Morgan, 14, of Mount Pleasant competes in the
women’s bowl division of the Grind For Life Series at SK8
Charleston on Saturday Oct 2, 2021.
BY LAUREN PETRACCA POST AND COURIER STAFF

Skaters cheer on Ezekiel Costa, 6, of Charleston as he gets
ready to drop in for a bowl competition at the Grind For
Life Series at SK8 Charleston on Saturday Oct 2, 2021. BY
LAUREN PETRACCA POST AND COURIER STAFF
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Grind for Life — continued

Lilly Erickson, 11, of Hau’ula, HI competes in the
women’s bowl division of the Grind For Life Series at
SK8 Charleston on Saturday Oct 2, 2021. This was
Erickson’s first time competing in the Grind For Life
Series, though she does travel for other competitions.
BY LAUREN PETRACCA POST AND COURIER STAFF

Parker Gragg, right, of Charleston fists bumps
Lexy Cassell after watching her compete in the
women’s street division of the Grind For Life Series at
SK8 Charleston on Saturday Oct 2, 2021.
BY LAUREN PETRACCA POST AND COURIER STAFF

Five-year-old twins Greer, center, and Dagney Wiley of Mount
Pleasant meet Bombette Martin, a British-American skateboarder
who traveled to the Olympics for Great Britain this year, during the
Grind For Life Series at SK8 Charleston on Saturday Oct 2, 2021. the
twins started skateboarding at the park after coming to watch their
older brother skate. BY LAUREN PETRACCA POST AND COURIER STAFF
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Photos: Latin American Festival in North Charleston
Oct 10, 2021 l AWHITAKER@POSTANDCOURIER.COM
Photos: Latin American Festival in North Charleston | Photo Galleries | postandcourier.com
The Latin American Festival on Sunday, Oct. 10, 2021 at
Wannamaker County Park in North Charleston.

The flag of Venezuela is represented during the Latin
American Festival on Sunday, Oct. 10,2021 at
Wannamaker County Park in North Charleston.
Andrew J. Whitaker / STAFF

People dance to music during the Latin American Festival
on Sunday, Oct. 10,2021 at Wannamaker County Park in
North Charleston. Andrew J. Whitaker / STAFF

Regina Ravenel dances to music during the Latin American
Festival on Sunday, Oct. 10,2021 at Wannamaker County

Park in North Charleston. Andrew J. Whitaker / STAFF
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Latin American Festival — continued

Yilda Garrido holds up the Dominican Republic flag during the

Latin American Festival on Sunday, Oct. 10,2021 at Wannamaker County Park in North Charleston. Andrew J. Whitaker / STAFF

Melissa Myers, Alfonso Myers and Kratc Myers dance together during
the Latin American Festival on Sunday, Oct. 10,2021 at Wannamaker
County Park in North Charleston. Andrew J. Whitaker / STAFF

Grace Fairchild and Austin Snider dance during the Latin
American Festival on Sunday, Oct. 10,2021 at Wannamaker
County Park in North Charleston. Andrew J. Whitaker / STAFF
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Latin American Festival — continued

Noreidy Rodriguez and Destiny Langstrom dance while waiting in the food
line during the Latin American Festival on Sunday, Oct. 10,2021 at Wannamaker County Park in North Charleston. Andrew J. Whitaker / STAFF

Allan Flores runs behind his mom with a paper airplane during the
Latin American Festival on Sunday, Oct. 10,2021 at Wannamaker
County Park in North Charleston. Andrew J. Whitaker / STAFF

Fulantio performs during the Latin American Festival on
Sunday, Oct. 10,2021 at Wannamaker County Park in
North Charleston. Andrew J. Whitaker / STAFF
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Latin American Festival — continued

People dance to music during the Latin American Festival
on Sunday, Oct. 10,2021 at Wannamaker County Park in
North Charleston. Andrew J. Whitaker / STAFF
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Try to catch the biggest fish at CCPRC’s fishing tournament
Kenna Coe Oct 7, 2021
Cast your line at the Mount Pleasant Pier on Oct. 23 with
Charleston County Parks and Recreation Commission’s Cast Off
Fishing Tournament. The tournament is from 7 a.m. to 2 p.m.
and is held rain or shine.
Prizes awarded for biggest fish by weight in the following
categories: Adult angler, lady angler, youth angler, senior
angler and five fish aggregate.
No preregistration required; participants register onsite the
morning of the tournament. An adult chaperone is required
for participants ages 15 and under.
The fees for the tournament are: $10 for ages 13 & up, $9 for
military, $8 for youth (ages 3-12) and seniors (ages 60+) and
$5 for fishing pass members.
Fishing Tournament at Mount Pleasant Pier held on Oct. 23.
Provided
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CALENDAR: Latin American Festival is Oct. 10 in North Charleston
Charleston Currents· 10/04/2021 8:28 am

Staff reports | You can enjoy five hours of music on Oct. 10 at
Wannamaker County Park in North Charleston during this
year’s Latin American Festival
The non-stop music will include everything from the beats of
merengue, to reggaeton, bachata and salsa. Live bands will
play throughout the day with DJ Luigi Bravo spinning the
hottest hits between sets. This year’s live music lineup will
feature UltimaNota, Orquestra Mayor, and Fulanito. The
performance schedule is:


Noon – 12:30 p.m.: DJ Luigi



12:30 p.m – 1:30 p.m.: UltimaNota



1:40 p.m – 2:20 p.m.: DJ Luigi



2:30 p.m – 3:30 p.m.: Orquesta Mayor

Ongoing

 3:45 p.m – 5 p.m.: Fulanito
After visitors work up an appetite on the dance floor, they’re
invited to get a taste of cuisine from Mexico, Central and
South America, and the Caribbean – from flavorful empanadas
to tasty arroz con pollo – along with traditional festival foods
and beverages. Admission is $10. More info. No outside food,
alcohol or coolers permitted. No pets allowed.

Bird-watching at Caw Caw. Every Wednesday and Saturday —
particularly through the end of February — you can see a
plethora of birds at Caw Caw Interpretive Center in Ravenel as
they make their way through the Lowcountry. The two-hour
regular walks, which start at 8:30 a.m., are through distinct
habitats that allow participants to view and discuss a variety of
birds, butterflies, and other organisms. Registration is not
required. Participants are encouraged to bring their own
binoculars. A paid chaperone is required for participants ages
15 and under. Max. 10 participants. Fee: $9; free for Gold
Pass holders. Open to all ages. More: Caw Caw Interpretive
Center.

Also on the calendar:
Bird-watching at Caw Caw. Every Wednesday and Saturday —
particularly through the end of February — you can see a
plethora of birds at Caw Caw Interpretive Center in Ravenel as
they make their way through the Lowcountry. The two-hour
regular walks, which start at 8:30 a.m., are through distinct
habitats that allow participants to view and discuss a variety of
birds, butterflies, and other organisms. Registration is not
required. Participants are encouraged to bring their own
binoculars. A paid chaperone is required for participants ages
15 and under. Max. 10 participants. Fee: $9; free for Gold
Pass holders. Open to all ages. More: Caw Caw Interpretive
Center.
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CALENDAR: Holiday Festival of Lights returns in November
Charleston Currents· 10/18/2021 8:40 am

Tickets are priced based on “regular” and “peak” nights. It is
recommended that visitors purchase tickets in advance online.
Anyone interested in the fun run should register ahead of time
at charlestoncountyparks.com by Nov. 10. Race fees are $12
per participant. It is recommended that participants purchase
tickets early as they are expected to sell out quickly.
Also on the calendar:
Harvest Festival: 4 p.m. to 7 p.m., Oct. 23, Olde Village of
North Charleston on East Montague Avenue near Park Circle.
The 8th annual event will feature live music, an artist market,
costume contests, trick-or-treat on the street, a pop-up pumpkin patch, children’s activities, and more. More.
Ongoing

Staff reports | The annual Holiday Festival of Lights kicks off
this year with a two-day non-competitive fun run and walk on
Nov. 10-11. After the run, the 32nd annual Holiday Festival of
Lights will open in the James Island County Park Nov. 12 and
run through Dec. 31. Visitors can drive through the impressive
three-mile light spectacle with more than 750 illuminated
displays.

Bird-watching at Caw Caw. Every Wednesday and Saturday —
particularly through the end of February — you can see a
plethora of birds at Caw Caw Interpretive Center in Ravenel as
they make their way through the Lowcountry. The two-hour
regular walks, which start at 8:30 a.m., are through distinct
habitats that allow participants to view and discuss a variety of
birds, butterflies, and other organisms. Registration is not
required. Participants are encouraged to bring their own
binoculars. A paid chaperone is required for participants ages
15 and under. Max. 10 participants. Fee: $9; free for Gold
Pass holders. Open to all ages. More: Caw Caw Interpretive
Center.

Open nightly from 5:30 p.m. to 10 p.m., the festival also
includes other holiday activities like train rides, marshmallow
roasting, a climbing wall and more. There also will be a Winter
Wonderland, which features the area’s largest holiday sand
sculpture made from more than 50 tons of sand. You and your
family can also explore the shops, an enchanted walking trail
and the amazing dancing light display.
Starting Nov. 19 through Dec. 23, you can take photos with
Santa, who will greet guests in Santa’s Village. While here,
take a spin on the old-fashioned carousel, roast up some
marshmallows for s’mores and check out the greeting card
designs submitted by students in the area as a part of the
annual holiday art competition.
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LOCAL NEWS

Weekend Rundown: What’s happening the second weekend in October
by: Dianté Gibbs Oct 6, 2021 / 12:28 PM EDT
MOUNT PLEASANT, S.C. (WCBD) – From Oktoberfest and Latin
heritage to 5Ks and DIY workshops, check out these special
events happening this weekend in the Lowcountry.
Go for a run!
Avondale 5K Walk + Run for Special Kids
The Avondale 5K Walk + Run for Special Kids is returning on
October 9th. Proceeds from the race go towards the Charles
Webb Center non-profit that serves children ages six weeks to
10 years old who have developmental mental disabilities and
special needs. Runners in this race will journey through the
pleasant streets of the Avondale neighborhood in West
Ashley. Following the race will be an after-party at the Triangle
Char and Bar with music, all-inclusive food, and drinks. If you
missed online registration, you can register during packet pickup the day before at 4 p.m., or the morning of the race at 7
a.m. The race begins at 8 a.m.

be White Claw, Brunch Punch, beer, and wine offerings, and
live music to kick back and enjoy. Tickets are $50 ($60 the day
of the event) and includes entry, entertainment, a souvenir
cup, and all drinks from 1 p.m. to 4:45 p.m. The first 500 only
pay $35!

Turtle Trek 5K
Take a run with the turtles on the beautiful Isle of Palms on
October 9th. Proceeds from the Turtle Trek go towards the Sea
Turtle Care Center at the South Carolina Aquarium. Registration is required and includes some free goodies, whether you
choose to run in-person or remotely. The race is set to start at
3 p.m.

Bay Street Biergarten Oktoberfest
Oktoberfest is back at the eclectic Bay Street Biergarten for its
eighth year! There will be new games and activities such as a
huge Velcro Wall, live music by the Houk Brothers and Buffalo
Dreamsicle, and lots of food to dig into. Come out to this free
beer festival set for October 9th, from 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.

Lowcountry Trail Half Marathon & 5K
Those who pre-registered for this run are sure to enjoy the
beautiful foliage and oaks at Johns Island County Park. Packets
will be available for pick-up on race day. The course will have
two water stations, however, personal water bottles are highly
recommended. The half marathon begins at 8 a.m., and the 5K
is set to start at 8:30 a.m. on October 9th.

St. Clare Oktoberfest
The St. Clare of Assisi Church will have its Oktoberfest on October 10th, from 3 p.m. to 7 p.m. The event will happen in the
Courtyard and Commons at Bishop England High School. Advance ticket purchases are required, and it includes different
food offerings, desserts, and two servings of beer or wine. You
will also enjoy some Oktoberfest music, a commemorative
Beer Stein, and some time to chill in the festival tent. Tickets
are $35 for adults, $18 for adults not drinking any alcohol, $14
for those ages 12 to 21, $100 for VIP, and children ages 11 and

Cheers! Charleston Mimosa Festival
The Charleston Mimosa Festival returns to The Bend this
weekend on October 9th. Try out some of the best mimosas
and bloody marys the Lowcountry has to offer. There will also
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Weekend rundown—continued

under are admitted free. Space is limited to 300 participants so
get your tickets now!

Need some Halloween crafts?
Family-Friendly Halloween Make & Take Workshop

Celebrate Latin Heritage

Board & Brush Creative Studio is having a DIY Halloween craft
workshop on October 10th, 2 p.m. to 3 p.m. Materials will be
provided in addition to step-by-step instructions to make
beautiful pieces for your home or for a gift. Registration for
the workshop is $15.

Latin American Festival
Come out and celebrate Latin American and Caribbean traditions and cultures at the Latin American Festival on October
10th at Wannamaker County Park. The event will be full of
music, art, food, and activities for everyone. The festival will
be held from 12 p.m. to 5 p.m. with live entertainment playing
the latest hits from merengue to reggaeton, bachata, and
salsa. Visitors can also taste cuisines from Mexico, Central and
South America, and the Caribbean. Admission to the festival is
$10. College students and military members receive a
discounted rate of $5 with a valid ID. Gold Pass holders and
children ages 12 and under are free. Fetter Health will also be
onsite offering vaccines for attendees.
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HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH
by: Tim Renaud l Posted: Oct 6, 2021 / 01:33 PM
Sunday, October 10: Latin American Festival
The Annual Latin American Festival will take place October
10th from 12:00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m. at Wannamaker County
Park in North Charleston.
Celebrate Latin and Caribbean cultures through non-stop merengue, reggaeton, bachata and salsa music; folkloric artwork
and crafts; and authentic Latin American and Caribbean staples – from flavorful empanadas to tasty arroz con pollo.

CHARLESTON, S.C. (WCBD) – News 2 is honoring Hispanic
Heritage Month during October. Below, you’ll find a list of

>>https://www.ccprc.com/1699/Latin-American-Festival

events happening across the tri-county from food to fun, mu-

Wednesday, October 13: Latin food trucks, DJ Luigi of Latin

sic and more!
Saturday, October 9

Groove Radio with Salsa, Merengue, Reggaeton and bachata
& 16: Caja de Cuerdas at the

music. The event will also feature a salsa dance introduction

Commodore.

with Georgia of Holy City Salsa.

One of Charleston’s leading Latin jazz bands, Caja de Cuerdas,

>>

will perform 7:00 p.m.– 9:00 p.m. Saturday, October 9th and

celebration/

16th at The Commodore, located at 504 Meeting Street.

http://charlestonarts.org/event/hispanic-heritage-month-

Saturday, October 16: Enjoy a viewing of the James Bond

Charleston Mayor John Tecklenburg will accompany the group

movie ‘No Time to Die’ in Spanish hosted by the Charleston

on piano at the October 9th performance.

Hispanic Association. Tickets cost $10 and can be purchased by
calling 843-814-9191.

>> http://charlestonarts.org/event/live-latin-music-with-cajade-cuerdas/2021-10-09/

>> https://www.facebook.com/CharlestonHispanicAssociation
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Working Wednesdays: Holiday Festival of Lights hiring holiday helpers
The festival runs Nov. 12 - Dec. 31 this year at James Island County Park
By Ann McGill l Published: Oct. 6, 2021 at 12:16 PM EDT
Positions include food servers, park attendants, train drivers,
and of course, Santa. The pay varies from $10.25 to $30.25.

Click here to apply. The event runs Nov. 12 through Dec. 31 at
James Island County Park.
Working Wednesdays is a weekly segment that focuses on
employment

opportunities.

Viewers

will

learn

about

companies around the Lowcountry, and the current and
future positions they have available. The interview will live
stream at 1p.m. on Live 5 Facebook, Live5News.com and
Apple, Amazon Fire and Roku tv.
Ann McGill will talk with representatives from the companies
to get in depth information about the types of services and

Who wants to work at one of the Lowcountry’s most popular holiday

attractions? The Holiday Festival of Lights is five weeks away, and appli-

products they provide, as well as training, benefits and other

cants can get a job right now to help make the festival a success. (Live 5)

information to help you decide if it’s a company you might
want to work for.

CHARLESTON, S.C. (WCSC) - Who wants to work at one of the
Lowcountry’s most popular holiday attractions? The Holiday

Once the livestream is finished, it will be shared right here at

Festival of Lights is five weeks away, and applicants can get a

Live5News.com and on Live 5 Facebook.

job right now to help make the festival a success.

Any business that would like to share job information through

A representative with Charleston County Park & Recreation

this format, send an email to amcgill@live5news.com and be

Commission will be the guest on Working Wednesdays to talk

sure to put ‘Working Wednesdays’ in the subject line.

about job openings for this year’s festival.
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17 essential things to do in Charleston, South Carolina
AMY C. BALFOUR
OCTOBER 28, 2021
Charleston has upped its game. Carriage tours still

streets, which were laid out in the 1670s. Highlights include

clip-clop through the historic district and ferries still shuttle

the colorful homes of Rainbow Row and the Battery and White

crowds to Fort Sumter, but new attractions and revamped

Point Gardens on the waterfront at the southern tip of the

old

peninsula. Pick up a map at the visitor center.

favorites

are

keeping

the

Holy

City

relevant – and fun.

Culinary Adventures
With its seafood shacks, quirky mainstays and a dizzying array
of “must-try” restaurants from wunderkind chefs, Charleston
has enjoyed a culinary hot streak for a decade. Many menus
are built around Lowcountry dishes and seafood, but creative
interpretations of old favorites keep the dining scene fresh.
Beyond shrimp and grits, top regional fare includes oysters,
pimento cheese, fried green tomatoes, she-crab soup, and a
Lowcountry boil (shrimp, corn, potatoes, sausage and
seasoning).
Tried-and-true stalwarts include Mike Lata’s FIG, oysters at the
Ordinary and food that’s both fast & French at Gaulart &
Maliclet. Barbecue is also hot, with Home Team BBQ and Lewis
Barbecue getting consistent local kudos. Top-notch Interna-

The city of Charleston is a unique blend of historic charm and modern

tional options are plentiful too.

entertainment © Getty Images

Rooftop bars, innovative breweries and small-batch distilleries

Immerse in Gullah Culture

keep opening their doors while plantations and historic homes

Enslaved people brought from West Africa to the Lowcountry

are digging deep into Charleston’s diverse and complicated

held onto many of their homeland traditions after slavery

history. And foodies take note: Debates about the city’s best

ended. The resulting Gullah culture (Geechee in Georgia) has

barbecue are just as passionate these days as debates about

its own language and traditions, including amazing storytelling,

shrimp and grits.

art and music. Learn their history at McLeod Plantation on

This list of Charleston’s best things to do offers a mix of the old

James Island, where tours describe the daily lives of enslaved

and new.

people on a cotton plantation and trace the emergence of the
Gullah culture. Their culture is celebrated annually in late May

Stroll the Historic District

at the Gullah Festival in nearby Beaufort. Gullah Tours visits
Two teenage girls on the street of Charleston, South Carolina

historic sites in and around Charleston.

Historic Charleston feels like one big living museum, and it's

Sample locally sourced spirits

easily explored by foot. Antebellum homes, grand churches,
Sweet tea is a distinctly Southern beverage, and according to

weathered cemeteries and brilliant gardens – often tucked

state lore the popular drink was created in South Carolina. The

behind wrought-iron gates – hug the straight and narrow
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17 top things to do — continued
team at Firefly Distillery embraces this heritage with its sweet
tea-flavored vodka, which is made with tea from the
Charleston Tea Garden. High Wire Distilling uses ingredients
and heirloom grains from across the Lowcountry and South

Carolina for its popular spirits. Tastings are available at both
distilleries. Tours are offered Thursday through Saturday art
High Wire.
Explore Historic Homes
The Historic Charleston Foundation protects historic buildings

The city of Charleston is surrounded by creeks, marshes,

in the city and advocates for the preservation of gardens,

rivers and the Atlantic Ocean. ©Daniela Duncan/Getty Images

parks and neighborhoods. The foundation manages two
historic buildings: The Aiken-Rhett House and the Nathaniel

Tour the only tea garden in the US

Russell House. Tours of the former, a townhouse that has

Attempts to grow tea commercially in the US began in the

been preserved but not restored, share details about past

1820s in southeastern South Carolina, where the sandy soil,

owners as well as the enslaved people who worked there. A

sub-tropical weather and frequent rainfall were well-suited for

self-supporting spiral staircase anchors the Nathaniel Russell

tea plants. In the 1960s wild tea plants from one of these early

House, a meticulously restored 1808 Federal Style-house.

plantations were harvested and successfully re-planted on

First Sumter National Monument

Wadmalaw Island 30 miles southwest of Charleston. Today

The shelling of Union-held Fort Sumter by Confederate forces

Charleston Tea Garden offers tours of its tea factory (free) and

in 1861 triggered the Civil War. The fort, which occupies a

trolley tours of its acres of hardy tea plants.

small pentagon-shaped island in Charleston Harbor, sees a

Get out on the water

steady stream of visitors, especially in summer. But even with

Flanked by creeks, marshes, rivers and the Atlantic Ocean, the

the crowds, it’s easy to immerse in the chaotic confusion of

Lowcountry is an ideal place for paddling trips and boat

that historic day thanks to the remote setting – a ferry ride is

excursions. Wildlife and gorgeous coastal views abound. Keep

required – and an engaging ranger talk that spotlights the his-

it simple with a ride on the Charleston Water Taxi between

toric clash.

Charleston and Mount Pleasant or scan for dolphins during the

Walk the Arthur Ravenel Jr Bridge

boat ride to Fort Sumter. Adventure Harbor Tours runs sunsets

Burn off last night’s shrimp and grits with a power walk over

cruises and trips to uninhabited Morris Island. Numerous

the graceful Arthur J Ravenel Bridge, which links the town of

outfitters offer paddling trips through Shem Creek and

Mount Pleasant and the Charleston Historic District. The 2.5-

Lowcountry creeks and marshes.

mile pedestrian path over the cable-stayed bridge rises about

Wander the Gardens at Middleton Place

200ft above the Cooper River and provides gorgeous views of

Designed in 1741, the elegant gardens at Middleton Place are

both communities. There's a parking lot with access to the

the oldest landscaped gardens in America. Today they are also

pedestrian path in Mount Pleasant. The view from the span is

home to more than 100,000 azaleas. One of three historic

especially nice at sunset.

plantations along the Ashley River northwest of downtown,
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17 top things to do — continued
Middleton Place owes its early beauty to the work of the

Visit the Old Slave Mart Museum

enslaved people who spent years developing and maintaining

In the heart of the Historic District, this small but hard-hitting

the land. Their stories are shared onsite. Lowcountry fare is on

museum occupies the site of a former open-air market that

the menu at the popular restaurant here.

auctioned African Americans in the mid-1800s. Text-driven

Ride the Charleston Beer Trolley

exhibits provide an unflinching look at the cruelties and
horrors of the slave trade. Compelling oral histories from for-

A free trolley swings through the Charleston Beer District in

mer enslaved people and a handful of chilling artifacts also

downtown Charleston on Saturdays, stopping at ten breweries

make a powerful impression.

between 1pm and 9pm. You can visit them by hopping on and
off. Revelry Brewery has a fire pit on its rooftop while

History Prep at the Charleston Museum

Edmund’s Oast has 20 house-brewer beers on tap. Check the

History hurtles at you from every direction in Charleston,

Charleston Brewery District Facebook page for the current

which played a pivotal role in America’s past as a busy port

trolley schedule.

city and center of trade. For a quick history primer, spend an

Explore Mount Pleasant

hour or two in the Charleston Museum. Exhibits dedicated to
the city’s early development and its role in the Revolutionary

For a break from the historic district, board a water taxi at

and Civil Wars provide helpful background and context.

Waterfront Park and cross the Cooper River to Patriots Point in

Artifacts highlight diverse experiences, including those of

Mount Pleasant. At the Naval and Maritime Museum you can

Native Americans, enslaved African Americans and influential

tour the USS Yorktown, an enormous decommissioned aircraft

politicians.

carrier used in WWII. You’ll need your car to visit Boone Hall
Plantation and its striking Avenue of Oaks, planted in 1743.

Sip Cocktails on a Rooftop Bar

The most compelling buildings here are the original slave

Swanky rooftop bars with sweeping views of downtown are

cabins. Explore charming Old Village then make your way to

plentiful. They are also easy to find – just ride the elevator to

lovely Shem Creek for dinner by the water. Look for dolphins

the top of the trendiest hotels. Twinkling views of city lights

and party boats.

and Charleston Harbor bring crowds to the iconic Rooftop Bar

Find family fun Downtown

at the art-themed Vendue. You’ll find an infinity pool,

illuminated umbrellas and more stunning city views at the

If your kids dig spooky attractions, it’s hard to get much

Pavilion Bar atop the Market Pavilion Hotel.

creepier than the dungeon at the Old Exchange & Provost
Dungeon in the Historic District. The British held American

Shopping on King Street

patriots in the cramped space here during the Revolutionary

King Street is the historic district’s prime shopping corridor.

War. The 385,000-gallon ocean tank and the sea turtle rehabil-

With

itation hospital lure in kids for a closer look at the South

numerous

stores

selling

home

furnishings

and

housewares, Upper King is considered the design district while

Carolina Aquarium. The Kidstory area at the Charleston

Middle King is the fashion district, home of well-known

Museum explores the city’s history with hands-on exhibits.

clothing stores as well as high-end boutiques. The southern-

Enormous skeletons of prehistoric creatures keep things real

most stretch, Lower King, is dotted with antique stores. Pop

in the natural history gallery. For skateboarding, head to SK8

into Blue Bicycle Books for new and used books, many with a

Charleston, a 32,000ft concrete skatepark in North Charleston.

focus on the South.
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Family-friendly events in the Charleston area for the week of Oct. 15—21
Ashley McGee Oct 13, 2021
Saturday, Oct. 16

Scarecrows, and pumpkins, and ghosts, oh my! This coming
week is jam packed with fall festivals and other family-friendly

This fall, test your mettle at Charleston County Parks’ High

activities. Check out our recommendations for the ones you

Ropes Experience! Courageous souls can walk on air, swing

won’t want to miss.

from the rafters, and fly high. Enjoy pulse-racing fun, complete
with safety gear and expert course staff. Traverse across two

Friday, Oct. 15

to four of our team high element challenges with your friends
Celebrate Earth Science week from 10 to 11:30 a.m. at Folly

or family (ages 10 and up), and travel down our tandem

Beach County Park. During Earth Explorers: Marvelous Maps,

zip-line. Average climbing time is 2 to 3 hours. Registration is

attendees will learn to read and create types of geologic maps

$30. ccprc.com/calendar

using the beach then use their knowledge to solve geologic
map puzzles. This program is suitable for ages 7-12.
Registration is $10. ccprc.com/calendar

19 Can’t Miss Family-Friendly Events Around the Lowcountry
Oct 20, 2021
senior angler, and five-fish aggregate. No pre-registration is

Family-Friendly Events Around the Lowcountry

required. Register on-site the morning of each tournament.
It’s a jam-packed weekend in the Lowcountry with fall festi-

Tournament fees are $5 for fishing pass members, $8 for

vals, trick-or-treating, the return of Stingrays hockey and

youth (ages 3-12) and seniors (ages 60+), $9 for military, and

more. Check out our picks for family-friendly events you won’t

$10 for ages 13 and up. An adult chaperone is required for

want to miss!

participants ages 15 and under. ccprc.com/calendar

Saturday, Oct. 23

*Please note – While we make every effort to provide current links and event
details, we always encourage you to confirm details with event organizers

There’s plenty of fish to be caught during the Cast Off Fishing

before making final plans.

Tournament Series at the Mount Pleasant Pier from 7 a.m. to
2 p.m. Prizes will be awarded for biggest fish by weight in the
following categories: adult angler, lady angler, youth angler,
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Lowcountry Arts and Events
Oct 3, 2021
EDITOR’S NOTE: These calendar listings include Lowcountry arts and

Saturday

entertainment events that will be held both in online and in-person formats. To

Lowcountry Trail Run

submit an event, go to www.postandcourier.com/events

What: Runners age 10 and up will race on the scenic trails of

Today

Johns Island County Park. Participants must register by

McLeod Project

Monday, Oct. 4.

What: Enjoy an evening at McLeod Plantation Historic Site

When: 8 a.m. Oct. 9

with drinks, heavy hors d’oeuvres prepared by Chef BJ Dennis

Where: Johns Island County Park, 2662 Mullet Hall Road

and a performance by a Charleston Symphony Orchestra brass

Price: $35 5K, $45 half-marathon

quintet. The fundraiser event will support the McLeod Project,

More Info: 5K: bit.ly/3outedt; half-marathon: bit.ly/3AL3EnA

which aids cultural and historical research and education with
an emphasis on underrepresented histories throughout

Poetry at McLeod

Charleston County Parks.

What: African American poet Grace Ocasio will reclaim the

When: 4-7 p.m. Oct. 3

plantation landscape with a reading of her poems exploring

Where: McLeod Plantation Historic Site, 325 Country Club
Drive, Charleston

themes of pain, suffering, survival and perseverance. Free site

admission for the first 50 guests.

Price: $75

When: 11 a.m. Oct. 9

More Info: 843-795-4386, bit.ly/39KfrGW

Where: McLeod Plantation Historic Site, 325 Country Club
Drive, Charleston
Price: Free with admission
More Info: bit.ly/2XZCUSp

Lowcountry Arts and Events
Oct 10, 2021
Today

Latin American Festival
What: Celebrate Charleston’s Latin and Caribbean cultures
with music, artwork, crafts, food and beverages.
When: Noon Oct. 10
Where: Wannamaker County Park, 8888 University Blvd.,
North Charleston
Price: $10
More Info: 843-795-4386, bit.ly/3l6T5WE

25

Lowcountry Arts and Events
Oct 17, 2021
Thursday
Black History All Year Long
What: Charleston County Parks’ virtual discussion series
concludes with “Final Resting Places.” Join leading women in
the community for a virtual tour of local burial sites and a
conversation about public policy and accessibility of Black
burial spaces.
When: 6 p.m. Oct. 21
Price: Free
More Info: 843-795-4386, bit.ly/3kzg38k

Liberty Hill cemetery cross: Discuss the preservation, accessibility and public policy issues surrounding Black burial sites in the conclusion of Charleston County
Parks’ Black History All Year Long virtual series on Thursday, Oct. 21. These sites have been the focus of community-lead preservation efforts, such as the Liberty Hill
Improvement Council’s grant project establishing a community garden and collecting oral histories at the St. Peters AME Church cemetery. Grace Beahm Alford/Staff
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FEATURES

Weekend Getaways: Charleston, South Carolina, Grapples With Centuries of
Slavery
A plantation tour can be an uncomfortable experience. But McLeod Plantation Historic Site is trying to connect people to the lives of the enslaved.
Laura Arenschield l November 2, 2021 at 9:00 a.m. EDT
The site that has perhaps done the best job of this is McLeod
Plantation Historic Site, a 37-acre former Sea Island cotton
plantation on James Island. McLeod opened in 2015 as a museum that focuses on the lives of the people who were enslaved there. Some 63 names of those enslaved people are
listed on McCleod’s website and noted throughout the plantation’s grounds; the cabins where those enslaved people lived
still stand on the site and are open to tours.
The curators’ efforts have paid off: Visitors hear profound and
transparent stories about the lives of enslaved people at
McLeod, and often connect those stories with the lives of the
Gullah Geechee, the descendants of West Africans enslaved by
Europeans and others to help build what would become the
Slave quarters at McLeod Plantation File/Provided

United States. The Gullah Geechee remain important people
to the culture of the South. In 2019, McLeod Plantation was

A plantation tour can be an uncomfortable experience. Grand

named an International Site of Conscience, a designation given

homes built by people who were forced—brutally—to

to museums and sites that connect historic brutalities with

construct them. Wide, sprawling fields, where crops were

human rights issues today.

planted and harvested by people who were forced—again,
brutally—to grow them. The knowledge that you might not be

getting the whole story, depending on who is doing the telling.
Charleston, South Carolina, has spent years grappling with this
reality. Six plantations still exist in the area, and over the last
few years, as police killings of Black people prompted longoverdue debates about racism in the United States, the people
who tell the stories of those plantations have begun to focus—
rightly—on the people who were forced to build them and
work the land.
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The Charleston County Parks Foundation held the first ever “Evening of Remembrance” on October 3, 2021. The event was held at
the McLeod Plantation Historic Site and featured the Charleston Symphony Orchestra and Chef BJ Dennis.
A Charleston Symphony brass ensemble accompanied by the Mount Zion Spiritual Singers focused on music from spirituals/hymns
created by enslaved people and musical influence these hymns had through the great migration. BJ Dennis provided light Hors
d’oeuvres for the event, focusing on food from West Africa and the Lowcountry. Around 100 people attended
“Evening of Remembrance”, and the Foundation raised nearly $8,500 for the McLeod Plantation Historic Project.

The project is focused on raising money for these 3 initiatives: “The Arts at McLeod” Currently hosting a poetry series, by
people of African descent interpreting their history, past, present and future. “Engaging Descendant Communities” A “descendant
community” includes people whose ancestors were enslaved and/or whose descendants lived at a particular site. “The Sankofa
Memorial Garden”, Preserving and memorializing a sacred burial ground for African American ancestors; one of the oldest African
and African American cemeteries in Charleston.
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The Charleston County Parks Foundation hosted their most productive Strategic Planning Meeting on October 5. The Board was
able to finalize a three year plan. Below is a letter to the community from David Bennett.
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The Leadership Core Committee held the first ever CCPRC Supervisors Academy on Thursday, October 28th from 9am-5pm at the
Cooper River Room in Mount Pleasant. The Leadership
Committee has spent more than a year working with CCPRC
Human Resources defining, designing, crafting and
implementing a supervisors training course that will help
prepare CCPRC managers/supervisors lead high functioning
and productive teams throughout the agency.

The following topics were presented in an interactive and
engaging format to 17 current CCPRC managers/supervisors:
Effective Communication Skills, Vital Human Resources Topics,
Social-Emotional Learning, Leadership and Influence, Conflict
Management and Building and Strong Team.
The Leadership Core Value Team plans to hold a 3-4 trainings a
year for new hires and existing supervisors/managers.

The Leadership Core Value Committee: Beth Kempton (Chair) James
Guglielmo (Co-Chair), Roger Greer, Jan Coulter, Sonja Kohser, Karen
Thompson, Matthew Rosebrock, Elizabeth Tamasa and Nikki Bowie

Supervisors Academy Initial Participants: Melissa Bernhardt, Kathryn Z.
Brinker, Beth Burkett, Davilson Castro, Laura Edwards, Lynn Jenness, Phil
Macchia,
Talmadge
McCaskill,
Matthew C. Moldenhauer, Ande
Oliver Mindy Perrault, Eric Richards,
Ryan Smith, Charlie Vance, Lisa Knisley-White, Kelly Campbell and Lauren Keane
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I tried the class but because of nerve damage I tipped over twice and didn’t finish. Afterwards, Charlie told us
he’d look into a modified kayak, we were then contacted by Josh who located a modified kayak
and offered a private session for us. I’m beyond impressed and appreciative with the extra effort
and follow through with Charlie and especially Josh, being able to kayak without worrying about going overboard was great.
Custom Paddlesports Program: Essentials of Kayaking for Boomers 50+ Participant – James Island County Park

I had a great experience and found the lesson to be fun and a great introduction to archery.
It was extremely well-run having the perfect combination of small class size, well-set up targets and great teaching staff.
Lowcountry Senior Series: Archery Participant – James Island County Park

We are new to Charleston and finding the CCPRC has been a blessing. So many amazing programs and the facilities are phenomenal. At Toast Under the Oaks, we enjoyed an evening of music in a gorgeous setting…we will definitely do this again!
Toast Under the Oaks Participant – Johns Island County Park

The program was informative, inclusive of all participants.
The leader was knowledgeable, enthusiastic and patient (especially to me, a first-time birder)
Early Morning Bird Walk at Caw Caw Participant – Caw Caw Interpretive Center

Always a great event. I look forward to it every year. Staff does a great job.
Food and drink from sponsors were great. Thanks for organizing!
Lowcountry Trail 5K and Half Marathon Participant – Johns Island County Park

Easy to register, easy to get bib, facilities were great. I was happy there were more water stations
throughout the course than I expected. The course itself got somewhat boring running 3 loops,
but overall I enjoyed the race and would run it again!
Lowcountry Trail 5K and Half Marathon Participant – Johns Island County Park
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Latin American Festival
Thanks to the beautiful weather, we had a great crowd for Latin American Festival on Sunday, October 10th. We had 3,115 people
enjoy the sights and sounds of Latin America at North Charleston Wannamaker County Park. Three bands along with a DJ kept the
dance floor busy throughout the event. People flocked to see the headliner band Fulanito, a four-time Grammy nominated artist.
Fetter Health was also onsite during the event to provide a COVID-19 vaccination clinic and health screenings.

Yappy Hour
Yappy Hour at North Charleston Wannamaker County Park was held on Thursday, September 10 th. 102 guests came out to
experience the dog park over the course of the two-hour event. Live music was provided by David Collins, and adults were able to
enjoy beer and wine while they listened to the performer.
James Island County Park held their Yappy Hour on Thursday, October 14 th and had 266 patrons and their furry friends attend the
event. Music was provided by Matt Jordan. It was great to see people out and enjoying the parks, and there is already much
excitement about Yappy Hours returning in the spring!
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Lowcountry Trail Run Half Marathon & 5K
The threat of rain during our Lowcountry Trail Run at Johns Island County Park did not deter our loyal trail racers. The temperature
and the partly sunny skies provided the perfect backdrop for the race. The course also did not disappoint; a little mud, uneven
terrain, shaded tree-lined trails, and open fields provided a trail runner’s dreamlike conditions.

Starlight Yoga
We were excited to head to North Charleston for our October Starlight
Yoga at Wannamaker County Park. The sun quickly set behind the trees,
and participants were led through a peaceful flow under the stars by
instructor Ji Hwang. We welcomed the addition of our first Starlight
Yoga sponsor, MalaMaya Bead Co. Participants took the opportunity to
browse and purchase MalaMaya’s artisanal products during the event.

Save the Date
Chili 5K Trail Run
We are thrilled to venture over to Laurel Hill County Park in Mount Pleasant for the upcoming Chili 5K Trail Run on November 6th!
Runners will get to explore the beautiful trails, large oak trees, lake, and wildlife in the park. Let’s hope it doesn’t get too chilly out
there!

Starlight Yoga at the Holiday Festival of Lights
Our last Starlight Yoga of 2021 is coming up at James Island County Park on November 8 th! This edition of Starlight Yoga will take
place by the lake, allowing participants to enjoy spectacular views of the Holiday Festival of Lights. Ji Hwang will be leading the flow
under the glow!

Holiday Festival of Lights Fun Run
We’re excited to return to James Island County Park with the Holiday Festival of Lights Fun Run and Walk on November 10th and
11th! This event is hosted on two nights and has already sold out! During the run/walk, participants get an exclusive preview of the
light displays. It truly is a magical way to see the lights!
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Outdoor Recreation
College of Charleston Weeks of Welcome
Recently, CCPRC hosted the College of Charleston’s Weeks of Welcome series. Weeks of Welcome aims to engage students, faculty,
and staff in the multifaceted culture of the College of Charleston during the first six weeks of the year in an attempt to foster a
sense of community, student engagement, and transformative learning. The Outdoor Recreation staff led activities including
Climbing, Stand Up Paddleboarding, Crate Climbs, Leap of Faith, Catwalk, and Archery. Students also had the opportunity to enjoy
other park offerings such as Disc Golf, Fishing, Volleyball, and our trail system. With these combined efforts we were able to
welcome 87 students into the park and provide a memorable experience while helping them form connections that will support
them as they transition into college life.
A couple of our favorite quotes from customers include:
“The staff was nice, funny, and understanding. Had an amazing experience.”
“Such a great set up. The instructors were brilliant and it was a fun day out.”
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SCDNR stocked the lake at James Island County Park in
October.

One thousand Arkansas catfish fingerlings were

released.

Stocking the lake now should give them enough

time to grow to an acceptable size before warm weather
fishing returns in the spring.

The end of October brought HGTV to the Mt. Pleasant Pier. They shot footage for an episode of the Rock the Block TV show, to air
in spring/summer 2022. This photo shoot generated increased revenue for the Pier in spite of the wind and considerably cooler
weather, of which the crew was unprepared for. The cast and crew did a good bit of gift shopping, as well as, purchasing several
hundred dollars in food. Ty Pennington, host of the show, (wearing the wide-brimmed hat in the picture), was on site and was
very personable and kind.
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SK8 Charleston hosted a contest in the “Grind for Life Series”
October 2nd. The GFL Series is a national series, which assists
cancer patients with travel expenses for treatment. The event
had a fantastic turnout with over 700 people in attendance.
Contestants and spectators observed some of the highest skill
level skating the park has ever witnessed.

Competitors

included skaters from Hawaii, Costa Rica and Arizona, just to
name a few.

Olympian, Bombette Martin, and a crew of

skaters from NYC, also competed. SK8 Charleston’s event set a
number of records for the 8-year history of this series
including: most competitors, most first time skaters, as well as,
most women skaters and highest number of entries for any of
their contests. Our event raised $3,700, also the most raised
for the organization this year. We have been asked to host the
event again next year.

SK8 Charleston continues to gain

recognition throughout the skateboarding community, both
near and far.

Total Calls In:

4,653

Average Talk Time:

2.55

Average Wait Time:

0.18

Percentage Answered:

92.00%
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Discounted Gold Passes sold through Corporate Online Pass Sales:
• 180 Gold Passes
• 28 participating companies

Sponsored October Events:
• Grind for Life: Salty Dog, Parrot Surf Shop, Flight Adventure Park, and The Boardriders Group
• Lowcountry Trail Half: Food Lion, Athleta, Java Java, SeaCoast Sports & Outfitters, The Foot Store, and

Bohemian Bull
• Latin American Festival: Presented by: Bleecker Family Law and George Sink Law Firm and Supported by:

Coke, Charleston Animal Society, Michelob Ultra, El Informador Newspaper, La Raza 103.9 FM, Absolute Total
Care, Boeing, Flight Adventure Park, Papa John’s, SCFCU, Nuestro Estado, Direct Auto, CSL Plasma,
McElveen Buick GMC, Roden Law, Dominion energy, and Universal Latin News
• Yappy Hours at JICP: Pet Helpers, Coke, HYLO Fitness, and Autobell Car Wash
• Starlight Yoga: MalaMaya Bead Co.
• Shaggin’ on the Cooper: Dasani, Restore at Carolina Park, Costco, and 102.1 FM They City

Latin American Festival Sponsors: George Sink Law and Dominion Energy
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Yappy Hour: Autobell Car Wash

This report shows the total number of programs offered, implemented and overall attendance for CCPRC’s programs.
The report will compare each month to the same month from the prior year. We hope this additional information helps
show a more complete picture of ways CCPRC improves lives for our customers.
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CCPRC ATTENDANCE REPORT
SEPTEMBER 2021 vs SEPTEMBER 2020

2021 Attendance
0

0

CAMP

178

52

230

CHALLENGE COURSE

260

689

949

CLIMBING WALL

712

0

712

COMMUNITY RECREATION

760

884

1,644

CULTURAL HISTORY

230

50

280

EDUCATION

1,460

1,727

3,187

59

100

159

9

0

9

1

659

660

NATURAL HISTORY

8

20

28

OUTDOOR MISCELLANEOUS

136

45

181

PADDLESPORTS

3,813

4,226

8,039

TOTAL

ATTENDANCE FOR PROGRAMS

2020 Attendance
0

FESTIVALS AND EVENTS HEALTH AND WELLNESS INCLUSIVE RECREATION

Variance

CLIMBING WALL
3

COMMUNITY RECREATION
109

CULTURAL HISTORY

9

EDUCATION

11

1

1

25

NATURAL HISTORY

5

OUTDOOR MISCELLANEOUS

17

PADDLESPORTS

193

TOTAL

PUBLIC PROGRAMS
CHALLENGE COURSE
3

FESTIVALS AND EVENTS HEALTH AND WELLNESS INCLUSIVE RECREATION

CAMP
9

95%

0

100%

251

2021 Programs Offered

100%

15

190

183
96%

6

13

76%

17
100%

28

4

87%

5
100%

0

23

67%

24
91%

1

0

82%

1
100%

12

1

0%

1
98%

10

6

100%

10

100%

156

10

50%

9

67%
3

126

100%

107

44%
8

1

81%

3

0%
12
5

33%

2

% Implemented 2021
0
1
63%

4

2020 Programs Offered
0
8%

0

2020 Programs Implemented
0%

2021 Programs Implemented

% Implemented 2020

2021 Programs Implemented
0

0

CAMP

4

3

7

CHALLENGE COURSE

7

1

8

CLIMBING WALL

0

0

0

COMMUNITY RECREATION

0

0

0

CULTURAL HISTORY

13

0

13

EDUCATION

0

0

0

-1

1

0

0

0

0

3

1

4

NATURAL HISTORY

0

0

0

OUTDOOR MISCELLANEOUS

7

0

7

PADDLESPORTS

33

6

39

TOTAL

CUSTOM PROGRAMS

2020 Programs Implemented

0

FESTIVALS AND EVENTS HEALTH AND WELLNESS INCLUSIVE RECREATION

Variance

*Attendance for the Climbing Wall reflects daily facility attendance as well as program attendance.
**Some departments primarily offer Custom Programs, while others departments rarely offer Custom Programs.
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12,316

YTD 2122
76,362
Attendance

YTD 2021
64,046
Attendance

PICP

55,468

224,557

169,089

JICP

104,637

213,225

108,588

WCP

-1,099

8,635

9,734

CAW

63%

2,293

5,942

3,649

JoICP

-52%

-94,793

86,986

181,779

FB Pier

12%

12,495

119,767

107,272

MP Pier

6%

2,818

53,996

51,178

BWP

9%

8,006

98,063

90,057

FBCP

32%

33,446

136,634

103,188

IOP

167%

552

882

330

Bulow

13%

74

631

557

-45%

-540

661

1201

107%

7,121

13,779

6,658

Laurel Hill Old Towne McLeod

-5%

-2,220

43,196

45,416

LIHP

-15%

-1,962

11,404

13,366

SK8

41%

1,966

6,809

4,843

WCAC

-49%

-7,720

8,143

15,863

Stono River

Total Facility Attendance 21-22 vs. 20-21

Variance
-11%

all facilities continued

W North Trail* Meggett*

TOTAL

96%

TOTAL

33%

IOP

19%
FBCP

%
BWP

1,110,366

TOTAL

118

132,474

WW

576

-

14%

SZ

YTD 2122
Attendance

-

---

SI

121,192

Variance

---

977,892
50,710

10,323

%

134
47,509

5,254

9%

944
22,973

1,138

12%

YTD 2021
Attendance

YTD 2122
Vehicles

3,931

2%

110,869

165,929

Variance

21%

45,456

103,739
101,696

%

46,371

64,502
158%

19,042

42,252

164%

YTD 2021
Vehicles

YTD 2122
19,938
Attendance
26,160

Marina

64,233

11,034
163%

76%

39,237

Variance

Campsites Cottages

124%

58%

84%

16,092

%

81%

65%

8,904

YTD 2021
Attendance
82%

YTD 2021
Attendance

YTD 2122
Attendance
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Digital Marketing Summary
WEBSITE ANALYTICS
Visits

Unique visitors

113,821

Oct 1, 2021 - Oct 31, 2021

Pageviews

106,000

Bounce Rate

193,824

▼

Searches

55.52%

1,393

Trended Visits (Year-to-Date, Compared YoY)
Visits

Visits (previous year)

10K

5K

0
Jan 1

Feb 3

Mar 8

Apr 10

May 13

Jun 15

Jul 18

Aug 20

Top Landing Pages

Sep 22

Oct 25

Nov 27

Dec 30

Top Referral Sites

Label

Unique Pageviews

Label

▼

Visits

▼

1.

James Island County Park | Charlesto…

9,093

1.

m.facebook.com

4,940

2.

McLeod Plantation Historic Site | Charl…

8,494

2.

www.charlestoncvb.com

1,356

3.

Camping & Lodging | Charleston Coun…

8,143

3.

l.facebook.com

755

EMAIL MARKETING
Total Emails Sent

Open Rate

373,358
Campaign Name

32.06%
Sent

▼

Bounce Rate

Unsubscribe Rate

2.83%

0.09%

Open Rate

Click Through Rate

Bounce Rate

Unsubscribe Rate

1.

October 2021 Events

48,542

28.7%

3.3%

3%

0.1%

2.

October 6, 2021 Weekly Email

48,507

25.2%

1.5%

3%

0.1%

3.

October 13, 2021 Weekly Email

48,456

27.7%

2%

3%

0.1%

Top Performing Email Content
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Digital Marketing Summary
SOCIAL MEDIA
Facebook

Oct 1, 2021 - Oct 31, 2021

Instagram
Likes

Followers

61,162

Engagements

26,168

4,603

Twitter
Followers

Impressions

8,230

27,607

Engagements

826

Top Performing Posts

PAID SOCIAL MEDIA
Amount Spent (USD)

$747.15

People Reached

Impressions

207,479

249,143
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Clicks to the Website

4,678

▼

HUMAN RESOURCES UPDATE

Diversity Mission Statement: The Charleston County Park and Recreation Commission will provide
high quality park facilities, programs, and services to the ever-changing community we serve by
recruiting, training, and retaining a qualified and diverse staff.

Current Staff Statistics:
October EEO Information
FULL TIME
EMPLOYEES
175

PART TIME
EMPLOYEES
829

TOTAL OF ALL
EMPLOYEES
1,004

145

604

75%

Hispanic

6

28

3%

African American

16

98

11%

Asian

0

11

1%

Indian

1

1

<1%

Two or more Races

2

38

4%

Prefer not to Provide

0

43

4%

Male

94

310

40%

Female

81

507

59%

Prefer not to Provide

0

9

<1%

Number of Employees
White
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HUMAN RESOURCES UPDATE
Volunteer Coordinator Report
October 2021
Activity Category
VOLUNTEERS IN PARKS @ VARIOUS LOCATIONS
DAY PARK VOLUNTEERS
EVENING OF REMEMBRANCE @ McLeod Plantation Historical Site
THE GREEN TEAM
HOLIDAY FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS @ JAMES ISLAND COUNTY PARK
LATIN AMERICAN FESTIVAL @ WANNAMAKER COUNTY PARK
LOWCOUNTRY TRAIL HALF MARATHON & 5K @ MULLET HALL
EQUESTRIAN CENTER
MCLEOD PLANTATION
MULLET HAUL 5K & 10K TRAIL RUN @MULLET HALL EQUESTRIAN
CENTER (Johns Island County Park)
PADDLESPORTS AND OUTDOOR CLUBS
SHAGGIN' ON THE COOPER @ THE MT. PLEASANT PIER
STARLIGHT YOGA @ WANNAMAKER COUNTY PARK
TOAST UNDER THE OAKS @ Johns Island County Park
VOLUNTEER PARK AMBASSADORS
YAPPY HOUR @ James Island County Park
YAPPY HOUR@ Wannamaker County Park

Total Volunteer Hours:
Current Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Hours:
Previous Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Hours:
Current vs Previous Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Hours:

Hours
45
7
24
13
78
120
66

Volunteers
9
1
5
2
16
16
11

56
15

5
3

7
24
8
4
6
9
3

1
7
4
1
2
3
1

485
2787.11
907
1880.11

Value of Volunteer Hours
Total Volunteer Full-time Employee Equivalent:
Current Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Full-time Employee Equivalent:
Previous Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Full-time Employee Equivalent
Current vs Previous Fiscal YTD Volunteer Full-time Employee Equivalent:

2.98
17.15
5.58
11.57

Value of Volunteer Hours Formula:
# volunteer hours / 162.5 (equivalent of one full time employee) = # full-time employee equivalent

Monthly Employee Cost Savings
Total Volunteer Hours Value:
11,928.94
Current Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Hours Value:
68,651.45
Previous Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Hours: Value
22,336.74
Current vs Previous Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Hours Value:
46,314.71
Monthly Employee Cost Savings Formula:
$4003 (monthly cost with salary and benefits for a specialist level full time employee) x # of full-time employee equivalent
= Monthly Employee Cost Savings
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Planning & Capital Projects Update – November 2021

Folly Beach Fishing Pier—Replacement Project Update
Cape Romain, CCPRC’s pier replacement contractor, is constructing the diamond head portion of the new pier. The first concrete
piles driven were the outermost tip and the southeast and southwest wings of the diamond head. Cape Romain has been waiting for
galvanized rebar delivery to be able to continue cast-in-place pile cap construction. Simultaneously stinger piles (69’ 6” long
concrete piles with 32’ length I-beams welded at the bottom), wooden deck panels, and future pile template fabrication is all ongoing. Completion of the construction of the new pier is anticipated in the spring of 2023.

Image:
Diamond Head Outermost Piles

Image: Pile Cap Survey
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Planning & Capital Projects Update – November 2021 cont’d
South Santee Community Center– Project Update
The third recipient of the Small Grant Program, the South Santee Senior and Community Center, has received a grant from CCPRC
to replace their playground equipment & signage and renovate their outdoor basketball court. The playground is partially paid for
via the Park and Recreation Development (PARD) Grant. New signage has been installed. Installation of the playground
equipment will begin this month.
Image:
New playground to
be installed in
November/
December 2021.

Images:
Newly installed park
signage

Wiltown Community Center Recreation — Update
The Steering Committee met in October and approved the Outdoor Shelter final design, which will include a third restroom at the
sacrifice of a more minimum-sized and featured catering kitchenette. A final design concept illustrative will hang in the Wiltown
Community Center Building. The presentation board is being prepared by ESP Associates along with the permit and 50% of the
construction documents. Planning & Development staff will share the final design concept during the December Commission
meeting.
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Planning & Capital Projects Update – November 2021 cont’d

Isle of Palms ADA Improvement Projects – Update
MedPro Systems (MPS), the construction contractor, and
CCPRC held a pre-construction meeting on October 29, 2021.
The project is expected to begin on November 9, 2021 and
continue until mid-February 2022. The first phase of the
project will address the parking lot with the demolition of
some of the existing asphalt ADA parking spaces, and replacing
them with fully compliant concrete parking pads which include
five car and four van-accessible parking spaces. When the
parking phase is complete, IOP will have seven car and four
van accessible parking spaces and six additional compact car
parking spaces.

Design Review—Approvals
P & D staff provides design assistance with the planning of some projects and facilities through the agency’s Design Review Process.
The following are projects that were reviewed and approved:
August & September 2021:
No applications
October 2021:
JICP—Gate House Deck Replacement

47

3

