COMMISSIONERS:
Collin Bruner, Chair
Eduardo Curry, Vice Chair
Michelle Brandt
Lisa King
Mattese Lecque
Teddy Manos
Brad Taggart
David Bennett, Executive Director

Commission Update
__________________________________________________________________________________

January 19, 2022
Important Dates
Commission Regular Meeting – Monday, January 24, 2022 CCPRC Headquarters at 5:30 pm & online at www.charlestoncountyparks.com
Commission Meeting Agenda Highlights
New Business:
Planning and Capital Projects Update:
An overall update on the Planning and Capital Projects will be presented.
Action Items:
Besides the meeting minutes, there are five additional items that will require Commission
action on Monday evening (supplemental information attached).
Election of Officers:
The Commission will elect a Chair, Vice-Chair, and Secretary-Treasurer.
Highlight:
An update on the success of the 2021 Holiday Festival of Lights will be presented.

861 Riverland Drive  Charleston, South Carolina 29412  (843) 762-2172  FAX (843) 762-2683
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CHARLESTON COUNTY PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION
REGULAR COMMISSION MEETING
861 RIVERLAND DRIVE, CHARLESTON, SC, 29412
ONLINE AT WWW.CHARLESTONCOUNTYPARKS.COM
MONDAY, JANUARY 24, 2022

AGENDA
I.

Call to Order & Welcome
A.

II.

Introduction of Guests and Notification to Media

Public Comments & Presentations
A.

III.

Bruner

Bruner/Bennett

None

Approval of Minutes

Bruner

A. (ACTION) Approval of December 13, 2021 Regular Commission Meeting Minutes
IV.

Old Business
A. None

V.

New Business
A. Planning and Development Update

Bowie

B. Financial Report

McManus

a. (ACTION) Splash Zone Mechanical Building Roof Replacement
b. (ACTION) Rural Recreation Ball Court Repairs

VI.

c. (ACTION) Wannamaker County Park Portable Restroom Purchase
d. (ACTION) 2022 Bond Direct Placement
C. (ACTION) Election of Officers

Bruner

D. Commission Highlight: 2021 Holiday Festival of Lights

Macchia

E. Executive Session: Legal Matters

Bruner

Next Meeting
A. Regular Commission Meeting, Monday, February 28, 2022, 5:30pm at CCPRC Headquarters,
Charleston, SC
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Unapproved Minutes
Charleston County Park & Recreation Commission (CCPRC)
Regular Commission Meeting
861 Riverland Drive, Charleston, SC, 29412
Monday, December 13, 2021
Commission Members Present: Mr. Collin Bruner, Mr. Eduardo Curry, Ms. Michelle Brandt, Ms. Lisa
King, Ms. Mattese Lecque, Mr. Teddy Manos, and Mr. Brad Taggart.
Commission Members Not Present:
Staff Present: Mr. David Bennett, Mr. Kevin Bowie, Mr. Charlie McManus, Mr. Phil Macchia, Ms. Gina
Ellis-Strother, Ms. Christine Volousky (via teleconference), Ms. Patty Newshutz (via teleconference), Ms.
Renee Dickinson, Mr. Steve Hutton (via teleconference), Mr. Tommy Hale, Ms. Shanté Ellis, Ms. Marcie
Chiappone, Ms. Lisa Knisley-White (via teleconference), and Ms. Melissa Muse (via teleconference).
Legal Counsel Present: Mr. Dwayne Green.
Guests Present: Mr. Trey Scott.
I.

Call to Order and Welcome
A.

Introduction of Guests and Notification to Media
The Charleston County Park & Recreation Commission met on Monday, December 13, 2021 at
the CCPRC Headquarters, Charleston, SC. Mr. Bruner, Commission Chair, called the meeting to
order and welcomed those in attendance. Mr. Bruner informed those present that notification
of the meeting was sent to the local news media and others requesting notification.

II.

Public Comments and Presentations
A.

III.

Mr. Bennett noted that the Commission Drop-In for staff was cancelled due to COVID19’s safe
gathering protocols. In lieu of the drop in, the Commission was given a holiday treat bag and
pier piling as a thanks from staff for the year-long support. Mr. Bennett also stated that
Foundation donation request cards were available for the Commissioners to distribute to their
family and friends during the giving season.

Approval of Minutes
A.

(ACTION) Approval of November 15, 2021 Regular Commission Meeting Minutes
Motion to approve the minutes of the November 15, 2021 Regular Commission Meeting was
made by Ms. Lecque, seconded by Mr. Manos, and approved by the Commission. (#029-2122)

IV.

New Business
A.

Audit Report
Mr. McManus introduced Mr. Trey Scott from Mauldin & Jenkins (CCPRC’s current independent
auditor) who oversaw the audit of the June 30, 2021 financial statements. He distributed 2021
financial statements and Auditor’s Discussion & Analysis document. On-screen, Mr. Scott
reviewed the highlights of the documents and confirmed that CCPRC received an unmodified
opinion and no findings of deficient internal procedures or management points. The equity net
position and fund balance are strong and in line with policy. He commended CCPRC’s Finance
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Department for their hard work. He stated that not having any audit finding or management
point is rare in his industry and the agency should be proud of the work the Finance team has
done. He gave an overview of the required communications and upcoming changes in
governmental accounting. Mr. Scott commended the CCPRC and the staff for all their hard work.
Mr. McManus stated that it’s another fantastic year despite the current environment and
potential risks. He thanked the Commission and the Executive Team for their support.
The Commission and Mr. Bennett thanked Mr. Scott, Mr. McManus, and Mr. Hale for the
presentation and diligence.
B.

Planning and Development (P&D) Update
Mr. Bowie stated that due to time constraints of the last meeting the P&D presentation was
postponed until the December meeting.
a. Comprehensive Plan Update
The agency’s 10-year comprehensive plan is entitled “2033: Parks and Recreation for All”
(PARFA). The consultant will host a staff kickoff meeting on December 16. The Commission
will be invited to participate in the official Steering Committee Workshop in early 2022.
b. Folly Beach Pier Update
The length of the piles needed to be extended to 65.5’ concrete with a 30’ Steel I-Beam. Mr.
Bowie stated that the longer piles will cost more, but they will help to better sustain the life
of the pier.
c. South Santee Senior and Community Center
Mr. Bowie presented the drawing of the playground elements as the facility continues to be
constructed. Staff are happy with the progress being made on this project.
d. Bulow County Park Update
Mr. Bowie stated that Mr. Bruner asked for an update on Bulow County Park. He stated that
the Bulow property is 3.2 square miles (2100 acres) and reviewed the following acquisition
timeline:
•

2007 o Long Savannah (1,568 acres) purchased for $6.5M;
• 2011 o Thomas Tract (323.8 acres) purchased for $4.9M with $4.1M from the
Greenbelt fund; and
• 2015 o Rantowles Creek Marsh (209 acres) was gifted to the agency by Ducks
Unlimited.
Mr. Bowie stated that the following cultural resources can be found on the property:
•
•

Bulow Cemetery;
rice fields; and
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• phosphate mines & tram.
Mr. Bowie stated the property has the following permits:
•
•

United States Corp of Engineers (USACOE) 404 Permit – Clean Water Act
South Carolina Department of Health and Environmental Control (SCDHEC) Section
401 Water Quality Certification; and
• Ocean and Coastal Resource Management (OCRM) Coastal Zone Consistency Permit.
Mr. Bowie stated that in addition to CCPRC the following are parties to the permit(s):
• Long Savannah (LSLC); and
• Village Green.
Mr. Bowie reviewed the Bulow property timeline:
•

2016 –
o developer (Long Savannah Land Company) begins working with USACOE
o permitting agencies desire one permit for CCPRC, LSLC, and Village Green;
• 2017 –
o LSLC continues to reduce wetland impacts;
• 2018 –
o USACOE publishes “Public Notice of Intent to Issue a Permit”;
o the notice receives a public comment from Crosstown Church and an
objection from the United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA);
o LSLC works with USACOE, EPA, OCRM, and SCDHEC to revise the
development plan and continue reducing wetland impacts;
o December 13 – USACOE publishes its second public notice;
• 2019 –
o objection letters from Crosstown Church and Charleston Waterkeepers were
received;
o LSLC continues to work with regulatory agencies and makes more design
changes;
o December – LSLC begins working towards conservation easement as a
mitigation requirement;
• 2020 –
o SCDHEC issues certification for the permit on May 21, 2020.
o SCDHEC Board upholds staffs’ decision in August;
o the case was taken to SC Administrative Law Court by Charleston
Waterkeeper, Sierra Club, and South Carolina Wildlife Federation.
• 2021 –
o July 6 – settlement agreement was reached with petitioners agreeing to
allow the rest of the permitting process to move forward. The agreement is
confidential until the permit has been issued;
• Present
o final phase of the permitting process is underway with an anticipated permit
delivery by summer 2022 from USACOE.
e. 4583 River Rd TMS#213-00-00-036
Mr. Bowie stated that a property near Johns Island County Park is currently available, but
there’s a significant wetland between the park and the property. Staff discovered that there
5

Regular Commission Meeting
December 13, 2021
Page 4 of 7

are a few fields that are being farmed within the property for sale. The property owner would
like to donate the land after cleaning up the debris on the property. Mr. Bowie stated that
staff recommend requiring the removal of all structures and debris within 90 days of closing
in addition to the normal due diligence standards:
•
•
•

a clear title;
recent boundary survey; and
Environmental Site Assessment (ESA) Phase 1.

Motion to allow the Executive Director to undertake the appropriate due diligence and accept
the land donation of 4583 River Rd by December 31, 2021 provided that there is a clear title,
recent boundary survey, ESA Phase 1, and the removal of all structures and debris within 90
days of closing was made by Ms. King, seconded by Ms. Brandt, and approved by the
Commission. (#030-2122)
C.

Strategic Plan Update
Mr. Bowie stated as a part of maintaining the agency’s accreditation the Commission is required
to annually review the agency’s strategic plan. The 5-year plan is organized into the following
categories:
• enhance and maintain existing parkland;
• address service level gaps in rural recreation areas;
• increase and preserve water access;
• plan and develop undeveloped lands;
• maintain sustainable financial balance;
• increase and preserve trails and access;
• grow and evolve programming;
• advance operations & management with industry trends; and
• reintegrate the Parklands Foundation.
Mr. Bowie stated there was not much new news. Some categories correlate with the
comprehensive plan. However, Mr. Bowie explained, the Commission could add additional areas
for staff to focus on in the strategic plan. He reviewed the agency’s strategic alignment as an
inverted triangle as follows:
• mission;
• vision;
• values;
• comprehensive plan;
• strategic plan;
• budget; and finally
• SMART goals.
Mr. Bowie provided the following updates based on the plan’s categories:
•

enhance and maintain existing parkland o completed the ADA agency-wide assessment, needs prioritization and
secured project funding;
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•

•

•

•

•

•

o utilizing the best development and sustainability practices while prioritizing
capital improvement projects based on resources and pursuing alternate
funding opportunities;
o previously opened the new water attraction at Whirlin’ Waters;
o opened the Folly Beach County Park Dunes House;
o constructed a new dog park at Wannamaker County Park;
o started the Folly Beach Pier replacement; and
o added amenities to Johns Island County Park.
address service level gaps in rural recreation areas o previously opened West County Aquatic Center with programming
underway; and
o funding small projects in rural Charleston utilizing Park and Recreation
Development (PARD) Grant funding; and
o continuing to research an east county pool site.
increase and preserve water access –
o funded improvements and amenities to the Sol Legare Boat Landing;
o conducted an assessment and recommendation study for the Cooper River
Marina’s (now Cooper River County Park’s) infrastructure and updated its
master plan; and
o opened the Stono River County Park with visual access to the Stono River.
plan and develop undeveloped lands –
o continuing Bulow County Park’s pre-master planning process; and
o repaired and enhanced the levees at Bulow and Laurel Hill County Parks.
maintain sustainable financial balance –
o developed a fiscal balance between the net gain and loss by generating
revenue from approximately 50% millage and 50% user fees;
o maintaining a three- to six-month operating fund balance in order to
continue operations without revenue dependencies;
o increasing efficiencies by modernizing technology platforms that improve
automation and allow faster information access; and
o reinvesting in existing facilities while developing new properties.
increase and preserve trails and access –
o partnered with the Town of Mount Pleasant to create trails at Six-Mile
County Park;
o continuing to work with local and state governments to advocate connecting
parks to neighborhoods;
o continuing to work with local governments to connect the Stono River
County Park with the West Ashley Greenway; and
o opened and maintaining the Meggett County Park trail system.
grow and evolve programming –
o collecting and analyzing data to evaluate current program/service offerings;
o continuing industry trend research to identify opportunities for program
expansion/evolution;
o identifying underserved community needs;
o continuing to seek ways to maximize efficiencies and effectiveness through
partnerships and collaborations; and
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•

•

D.

o continuously seeking alternate funding sources to subsidize programming
cost for populations with proven financial needs.
advance operations & management with industry trends o maintain National Recreation and Park Association (NRPA)’s Commission for
Accreditation of Park and Recreation Agencies (CAPRA) standards;
o finished the employee compensation and classification study;
o regularly review organization structure to leverage the best Human Resource
practices;
o IT Governance Board reviews staff request monthly to prioritize staff needs
while working within approved budgets;
o implemented new back-up technology to secure data and ensure increase
business continuity;
o implemented Reserve America and POS solutions; and
o moved production servers to a co-location for a more secure and reliable
daily operations environment.
reintegrate the Parklands Foundation;
o dedicated CCPRC staff to support the Charleston County Parks Foundation;
o developed a strategic plan;
o continue to manage and develop board members; and
o creating more opportunities to raise funds to support the Foundation’s
projects.

Financial Report
Mr. McManus presented and reviewed the checks over $7500 and financial reports for the month
of October. There were no further questions from the Commission.
a. (ACTION) Shem Creek Boat Landing Parking Lot Renovation - Change Order Request
Motion to approve a change order increase of $11,600.00 with JMT for a total contract
amount of $44,900.00, with funds coming from the approved CIP Budget was made by Ms.
Lecque, seconded by Mr. Manos, and approved by the Commission. (#031-2122)
b. (ACTION) Consultant Services for New Park Center at North Charleston Wannamaker County
Park (NCWCP) - Award Contract
Motion to enter into a contract with Glick/Boehm & Associates Inc. for a total contract
amount of $101,625.00 with the funds coming from the approved CIP budget was made by
Mr. Manos, seconded by Mr. Curry, and approved by the Commission. (#032-2122)

V.

Old Business
A.

Commission Highlight: Marketing Annual Report
Ms. Dickinson re-distributed the Marketing Annual Report. She noted that the report is made
available to the public online. She stated that the theme for the report transitioned from pivot in
2020 to adapting in 2021. Ms. Dickinson provided the following summary:
•

Folly Pier Replacement project began;
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•
•
•
•
•
•
VI.

two dog parks were opened (one at Johns Island County Park and the other at
Wannamaker County Park);
opened the Sol Legare Playground with the PARD Grant;
established West County Aquatic Center’s Swim Club;
started online ticketing;
checking out Gold Passes at the Library; and
awarded the Chick-Fil-a True Inspiration Grant.

Next Meeting
Regular Commission Meeting, Monday, January 24, 2022, 5:30 pm at CCPRC Headquarters, Charleston,
SC

There being no further business, the meeting adjourned at 6:37 pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Collin Bruner, Chair

Shanté Ellis, Executive Administrative Manager
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November 2021 Checks over $7,500

Date

Check #

Vendor

Description

Amount

General Agency
11/4/2021 3039178 Atcom Inc

Atcom Phone Annual Services Invoice

$

30,419.50

11/4/2021 3039187 Deere & Company

BWP 6x4 Gator

$

11,606.43

11/4/2021 3039191 FRS Charleston

JICP Labor Cost to Install Walk In Freezer

$

22,537.92

11/9/2021 3039262 Soteria LLC

IT Security Assessment

$

16,778.88

11/18/2021 3039301 J Evans Services LLC

CCIC Resurface Roadway

$

19,000.00

11/18/2021 3039323 Sunbelt Rental

Lift Rental For HFOL

$

10,340.95

11/18/2021 3039324 Tencarva Machinery Co LLC

WCP WW Motor/Pump for Tube Slide

$

15,902.35

$
$
$
$

13,004.50
14,808.18
190,968.75
83,045.20

11/4/2021
11/4/2021
11/18/2021
11/23/2021

40
42
43
200

Capital Improvement Projects
Applied Technology & Management Inc
CRM A/E Consultant Service
Stantec Consulting Services Inc
Old Towne Creek County Park Master Plan
Cape Romain Contractors Inc
FBFP Replacement Construction
Rakes Building And Maintenance Contractors LLC CRM Dock Repairs Insurance
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Combined General Agency Operations
November, 2021

Combined Revenues
Support Services
Park Services
Recreation Services
Total Revenue

Prior YTD Actuals
1,382,229
5,861,531
244,266
7,488,026

Year To date Actuals
1,288,743
8,227,039
615,503
10,131,285

Total Expenses
Net Operating Income

3,779,048
6,536,457
1,369,315
11,684,820
(4,196,794)

3,802,990
6,924,291
1,612,078
12,339,359
(2,208,074)

Transfers In
Transfers Out
Change in Fund Balance

‐
‐
(4,196,794)

‐
2,000,000
(4,208,074)

121,500
2,000,000
(559,112)

Fund Balance Statement
Change in Fund Balance
Fund Balance‐ Beginning of Year
Ending Fund Balance

(4,196,794)
18,036,272
13,839,478

(4,208,074)
19,759,305
15,551,231

(559,112)
19,759,305
19,200,193

Combined Expenses
Support Services
Park Services
Recreation Services
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Current Year Budget
18,620,985
15,370,490
1,803,591
35,795,066

10,284,858
19,119,793
5,071,027
34,475,678
1,319,388

% of Budget
7%
54%
34%
28%

37%
36%
32%
36%

0%
100%

Support Services
November, 2021
Revenues
Administration Millage
Administration‐ Other
Total Revenue

Prior YTD Actuals
1,149,880
232,350
1,382,230

Year To date Actuals
1,222,925
65,818
1,288,743

Expenses
Administration
Executive
Financial Services
Human Resources
Information Technology
Marketing
Park and Program Services
Planning and Development
Safety
Total Expenses
Net Operating Income

1,178,855
484,934
307,580
270,874
473,012
403,783
204,664
341,038
114,308
3,779,048
(2,396,818)

932,424
540,558
331,657
205,859
694,137
445,508
195,116
327,442
130,290
3,802,991
(2,514,248)

1,147,850
1,571,811
960,550
873,896
1,958,345
1,241,478
617,256
1,439,182
474,489
10,284,857
8,336,128

81%
34%
35%
24%
35%
36%
32%
23%
27%
37%

0
2,000,000

121,500
2,000,000

0%
100%

(4,514,248)

6,457,628

Transfers In
Transfers Out
Change in Fund Balance

0
0
(2,396,818)
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Current Year Budget
18,400,000
220,985
18,620,985

% of Budget
7%
30%
7%

Park Services
November, 2021
Revenues
Prior YTD Actuals
Administration
5,174
Caw Caw Interpretive Center
24,848
Cooper River Marina
414,861
Folly Beach County Park
300,614
Folly Beach Fishing Pier
575,328
Isle of Palms County Park
464,370
James Island County Park
2,086,382
Johns Island County Park
39,486
Kiawah Beachwalker Park
187,693
Lake House at Bulow
41,650
Laurel Hill Plantation
1,850
McLeod Plantation
109,846
Mount Pleasant Palmetto Islands County Park
213,890
Mount Pleasant Pier
150,124
North Charleston Wannamaker County Park
1,146,486
Old Towne Creek County Park
19,988
SK8 Charleston
71,029
Stono River Park
3,881
West County Aquatics Center
4,031
Total Revenue
5,861,531
Expenses
Administration
Caw Caw Interpretive Center
Cooper River Marina
Folly Beach County Park
Folly Beach Fishing Pier
Isle of Palms County Park
James Island County Park
Johns Island County Park
Kiawah Beachwalker Park
Lake House at Bulow
Laurel Hill Plantation
McLeod Plantation
Mount Pleasant Palmetto Islands County Park
Mount Pleasant Pier
North Charleston Wannamaker County Park
Old Towne Creek County Park
SK8 Charleston
Stono River Park
Undeveloped Properties & HQ Maintenance
West County Aquatics Center
Total Expenses
Change in Fund Balance

496,133
123,003
156,047
171,613
459,515
309,774
1,595,288
168,942
167,886
40,569
6,134
101,307
431,252
201,483
1,332,159
5,077
86,270
10,046
606,648
67,312
6,536,458
(674,927)
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Year To date Actuals Current Year Budget
5,168
43,000
29,465
53,157
483,506
916,048
455,135
611,429
266,361
937,326
538,167
886,919
2,885,527
5,894,992
36,318
108,448
218,341
339,305
69,250
152,610
1,306
7,772
282,775
555,425
357,689
736,533
211,034
348,984
2,307,654
3,613,043
0
0
68,476
145,124
4,791
9,000
6,077
11,375
8,227,040
15,370,490

467,735
140,118
141,089
233,801
410,079
303,113
1,757,341
175,981
188,300
43,413
5,427
105,941
461,227
189,828
1,484,832
4,127
100,110
12,773
630,057
69,001
6,924,293
1,302,747

1,259,518
325,423
645,312
440,869
1,184,726
719,571
5,076,166
482,170
451,172
160,364
48,344
338,773
1,332,671
553,674
3,481,795
39,401
279,666
32,914
2,089,248
178,016
19,119,793
(3,749,303)

% of Budget
12%
55%
53%
74%
28%
61%
49%
33%
64%
45%
17%
51%
49%
60%
64%
0%
47%
53%
53%
54%

37%
43%
22%
53%
35%
42%
35%
36%
42%
27%
11%
31%
35%
34%
43%
10%
36%
39%
30%
39%
36%

Recreation Services
November, 2021
Revenue
Accessibility
Community Recreation
Interpretive
Outdoor
Special Events
Runs, Races & Fitness
Total Revenue

Expenses
Administration
Accessibility
Community Recreation
Interpretive
Outdoor
Special Events
Runs, Races & Fitness
Total Expenses
Change in Fund Balance

Prior YTD Actuals
0
840
13,413
135,683
46,792
47,538
244,266

Year To date Actuals
600
44,830
34,738
307,481
140,138
87,715
615,502

Current Year Budget
4,780
214,000
126,920
817,534
417,937
222,420
1,803,591

% of Budget
13%
21%
27%
38%
34%
39%
34%

251,588
2,095
267,372
273,325
358,267
107,904
108,764
1,369,315
(1,125,049)

236,222
1,681
385,688
275,443
395,478
182,593
134,975
1,612,080
(996,578)

698,876
33,789
1,194,747
829,267
1,387,175
544,082
383,091
5,071,027
(3,267,436)

34%
5%
32%
33%
29%
34%
35%
32%
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MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:
RE:

David Bennett
Charles McManus
January 18, 2022
Roof Replacement for Splash Zone Mechanical Building at
JICP– Award Contract

An Invitation for Bid was issued and publicly advertised for a Roof Replacement at the Splash
Zone Mechanical Building at JICP. Four firms responded.
IPW Construction Group, LLC, submitted the lowest qualified bid for $50,182.
The Project is budgeted to come from the CIP Self-Funded GL Line #21350000-90070-0000.
Recommend approval to enter into a contract with IPW Construction Group,
LLC for the Roof Replacement at the Splash Zone Mechanical Building at JICP in the
amount of $50,182.00 with the funds coming from the approved CIP budget.
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MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:
RE:

David Bennett
Charles McManus
January 19, 2022
Rural Recreation Ball Court Repairs

Quotes were obtained under State Contract for repairing and resurfacing the ball courts at the
Thompson Hill and Haut Gap Recreation Complexes. The total amount for the purchases is
$51,180.
The Project is budgeted to come from the CIP Self-Funded GL Line #21350000-90070-0000.

Recommend approval to enter into a contract with Carolina Sport Surfaces for the court
resurfacing and repairs at Thompson Hill and Haut Gap in the amount of $51,180.00 with
the funds coming from the approved CIP budget.
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MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:
RE:

David Bennett
Charles McManus
January 19, 2022
Portable Restroom Trailer Purchase

Staff is asking the Commission to approve the purchase of a Portable Restroom trailer which will
serve as the main restrooms at WCP Park Center until such a time as the new Park Center
building is complete. This will negate the need for renting units at a great cost to the Agency.
Quotes were obtained from vendors. NRT had the best production time and lowest bid. The
purchase includes freight and installation of the new unit. The total amount for the purchase is
$87,543.00.
The purchase will be charged to General Agency GL Line #12600300-82530-0000.
Recommend approval to purchase a Portable Restroom Trailer from NRT Sales in the
amount of $87,543.00 with the funds coming from the Wannamaker County Park
Operating Budget Line.
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MEMORANDUM
TO:
FROM:
DATE:
RE:

David Bennett
Charles McManus
January 18, 2022
Approval of 2022 Bond- Direct Placement

In order to meet the Commission’s continued Capital Plan requirements, as well as to manage
Debt Service Fund Balance levels, the Commission approved a direct bond placement of
$8,000,000 in the FYE June 30, 2022 Budget.
The first step in the process is to call for a public hearing to allow for input from the taxpayers
regarding the issuance of the debt. The hearing would be held prior to the February 28th
Commission meeting. A schedule of the steps involved and estimated time-frame of the process
has been included in the Commission packet.
The Commission is using existing Debt Service millage to pay back the bonds and is not
requesting a millage increase.
Recommend approval to request a public hearing on the issuance of direct placement
Bonds in an amount not to exceed $8,000,000.
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PROPOSED SCHEDULE
FOR OBTAINING APPROVAL FOR ISSUANCE OF
GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS OF
CHARLESTON COUNTY PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION
January 24

January 26, February 2 and 9
February 21
February 21
March 10
March 10
March 15
March 17, 24 and 31
March 31
April 5
April 5
April 7
April 26
May 10
May 12, 19 and 26
May 16
June 15

Resolution considered by the Commission calling for a
public hearing to be held in the District as required by
Resolution of Charleston County Council adopted
July 20, 1982.
Publication of Notice of Public Hearing to be held in the
District as required by the Resolution adopted July 20,
1982
Public hearing in the District
Following public hearing, Resolution adopted by the
Commission authorizing Petition to Charleston County
Council requesting that body to hold a public hearing
County staff recommendation to Finance Committee of
County Council
Petition to Charleston County Council presented at
Finance Committee of Charleston County Council
County Council considers Resolution calling for public
hearing as required by Section 6-11-830
Publication of Notice of Public Hearing as required by
Section 6-11-840
Finance Committee (for Ordinance)
Public Hearing conducted by County Council
Following public hearing, first reading given by County
Council to Ordinance approving the bond issue
Publication of Notice of Public Hearing for Ordinance
Second reading by County Council and public hearing
Third reading by County Council
Publication of Notice of Action Taken as required by
Section 6-11-870
Bond Resolution considered by the Commission
Expiration of twenty-day period following last
publication of Notice of Action Taken
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A RESOLUTION
CALLING FOR A PUBLIC HEARING TO BE HELD UPON THE QUESTION OF THE ISSUANCE OF
NOT EXCEEDING $8,000,000 OF GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS IN ONE OR MORE SERIES OF
CHARLESTON COUNTY PARK AND RECREATION DISTRICT AND TO PROVIDE FOR THE
PUBLICATION OF THE NOTICE OF SUCH HEARING.
BE IT RESOLVED, by the Charleston County Park and Recreation Commission (the
“Commission”), the governing body of the Charleston County Park and Recreation District, in Charleston
County, South Carolina (the “District”).
WHEREAS, the District is a special purpose district created prior to March 7, 1973 (having been
created by Act No. 1595 of 1972, hereinafter referred to as the “Enabling Act”), located entirely within
Charleston County. The Commission was charged with numerous powers chiefly relating to the responsibility
of establishing and operating “county parks, tourist attractions and other facilities of like nature.”
WHEREAS, the Commission has determined that it is necessary to order a public hearing to be held
upon the question of the issuance in one or more series of not exceeding $8,000,000 of general obligation
bonds of the District in order to defray the costs of improving, expanding and renovating existing and new
facilities and of undertaking other capital expenditures identified in the District’s capital improvement projects
plan, as well as to pay costs of issuance (collectively, the “Project”).
WHEREAS, this hearing is being held pursuant to the requirements and provisions of a Resolution
adopted July 20, 1982, by County Council of Charleston County (hereinafter called “County Council”) which
is the governing body of Charleston County, which Resolution is hereinafter referred to as the Resolution of
1982. The Resolution of 1982 provides that no proposed bond issue of any public body (excluding Charleston
County) requiring the approval of County Council shall be considered by County Council until a public
hearing is held by the body proposing to issue the bond and certain information is submitted to County
Council in writing.
SECTION 1.
The Commission finds that it may be in the interests of the District to raise moneys for the Project
and, in that connection hereby orders a public hearing to be held upon the question of the issuance in one or
more series and in one or more years of not exceeding $8,000,000 of general obligation bonds of the District.
SECTION 2.
A public hearing shall be held on the question of the issuance of general obligation bonds of the
District in an amount of not exceeding $8,000,000, which hearing will be held at the District Office, 861
Riverland Drive, on James Island, South Carolina, beginning at 5:30 P.M. on Monday, February 21, 2022, and
the Notice of such hearing attached hereto as Exhibit “A” shall be published once a week for three successive
weeks in The Post and Courier, which is a newspaper of general circulation in the County. The first such
publication shall not be less than 16 days prior to the hearing date.
SECTION 3.
The aforesaid hearing shall be conducted publicly at the time and place above stated and both
proponents and opponents of the proposed bond issue shall be given a full opportunity to be heard in person or
by counsel.
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SECTION 4.
Immediately following the above aforesaid public hearing, the Commission will hold a meeting to
determine whether and to what extent the proposed bonds should be issued.
SECTION 5.
The Chairman of the Commission is hereby authorized and empowered to take all necessary action to
provide for the holding of the aforesaid public hearing in accordance with the provisions of the Enabling Act.
DONE AT CHARLESTON, SOUTH CAROLINA, this 24th day of January, 2022.
___________________________________
Chairman, Charleston County Park and
Recreation Commission
ATTEST:
_______________________________
Secretary, Charleston County Park and
Recreation Commission
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EXHIBIT “A”
NOTICE OF HEARING ON THE PROPOSED ISSUE OF NOT EXCEEDING $8,000,000 OF GENERAL
OBLIGATION BONDS OF CHARLESTON COUNTY PARK AND RECREATION DISTRICT
Charleston County Park and Recreation Commission (hereinafter called the “Commission”) which is
the governing body of Charleston County Park and Recreation District (hereinafter called the “District”) a
public service district created by Act No. 1595 of the 1972 Acts of the General Assembly of South Carolina
(the “Enabling Act”) which is located entirely within Charleston County, has determined that it is in the best
interests of the District to raise moneys through the issuance of general obligation bonds of the District in one
or more series in the amount of not exceeding $8,000,000 in one or more series and in one or more years to
defray the costs of improving, expanding and renovating existing and new facilities and of undertaking other
capital expenditures identified in the District’s capital improvement projects plan, as well as to pay costs of
issuance (collectively, the “Project”), and has ordered a public hearing to be held upon the question of the
issuance of such bonds in accordance with the provisions of a Resolution adopted by Charleston County
Council on July 20, 1982 and Article 5, Chapter 11, Title 6, Code of Laws of South Carolina, 1976, as
amended (hereinafter collectively called the “Enabling Act”).
Accordingly, notice is hereby given that a public hearing will be held during a scheduled meeting at
the District Office, 861 Riverland Drive, on James Island, South Carolina, which meeting begins at 5:30 p.m.,
on the 21st day of February, 2022, on the question of the issuance of not exceeding $8,000,000 of general
obligation bonds of the District in one or more series and in one or more years, the proceeds of which will be
expended to defray the cost of the Project.
For the payment of principal and interest of such bonds as they respectively mature and for the
creation of such sinking fund as may be necessary therefor, the full faith, credit and taxing power of the
District shall be irrevocably pledged and there shall be levied annually a tax without limit on all taxable
property in the District sufficient to pay such principal and interest.
The District proposes the issuance of the bonds to provide county parks and tourist attractions for the
residents of the District as well as visitors.
The aforesaid hearing shall be conducted publicly and both proponents and opponents of the
proposed action shall be given full opportunity to be heard in person or by counsel and following the hearing,
the Commission shall, by resolution, make a finding as to whether the consensus of the hearing was in favor
of or opposed to the issuance of the proposed bonds and, if so determined, may authorize the Chairman and
the Secretary to execute on behalf of the Commission a petition to County Council to hold a hearing pursuant
to the Enabling Act and to take the other necessary steps to approve the issuance of each of said bonds.
The District is located entirely within Charleston County. The Enabling Act provides that bonds
issued thereunder must be authorized by the governing body of the County wherein the District is located.
CHARLESTON COUNTY PARK AND RECREATION COMMISSION
Publication Dates:
January 26, 2022
February 2, 2022
February 9, 2022
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STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA
COUNTY OF CHARLESTON
I, the undersigned, Secretary of the Charleston County Park and Recreation Commission (the
“Commission”), the governing body of the Charleston County Park and Recreation District, in Charleston
County, South Carolina (the “District”), DO HEREBY CERTIFY:
That the foregoing is a true, correct and verbatim copy of a Resolution which was unanimously
adopted by the said Commission at a duly called and regularly held meeting on January 24, 2022, at which
meeting all/a majority of the members were present and remained throughout, and the same is now in full
force and effect and has not been modified, amended, repealed or rescinded.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my Hand and the Seal of the District this 24th day of
January, 2022.
(SEAL)

________________________________________
Secretary, Charleston County Park and
Recreation Commission
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TRAVEL

2 Million Twinkling Lights Are Waiting For You at The Holiday Festival of Lights in
Charleston, SC
Posted on December 2nd, 2021 by Melanie Coblentz
Thinking about some holiday fun in Charleston, SC at the

whatever my expectations might have been, this far exceeded

Holiday Festival of Lights? Kidding Around’s Melanie recently

them!

spent 24 hours in the low country seeking out holiday fun, and

The Drive-Thru Holiday Lights

came back raving about this holiday light display! Find out
what makes her want to drive back to Charleston ASAP, to

Arrive early if you plan to go on a weekend, the line gets long

enjoy this for a second time this Christmas season.

and you’ll be waiting in traffic to enter the park I was warned
by Low Country natives. I was there on a weeknight and

The Upstate was heartbroken when the Holiday Lights at

thought I would arrive early just to be safe. The gate opens for

Roper Mountain came to an end, but the Holiday Festival of

the Holiday Festival of Lights at 5:30 pm, nightly and we

Lights might just fill that hole when you plan your holiday trip

arrived at 5 pm. We were the third car in line right at the

to Charleston, SC.

ranger plaza entrance.

For more info collected from Melanie’s adventures in

You can purchase your tickets in advance for a discount, and I

Charleston, check out the Kidding Around Travel Guide to

highly recommend this. There is no time minimum, so you can

Charleston, SC: Things to Do, Where to Stay and Places to Eat

do it from your car while you wait in line. It not only saves you
money, but it also gets you through the gate faster! Once you

Charleston Holiday Fun

are past the park rangers, the lights begin just around the

The Holiday Festival of Lights in Charleston, SC

corner! Cars go through the display in two-file lanes. be sure
to turn your parking lights on so the full effect of the holidays’

As a child, my father was mildly obsessed with Christmas light

lights can be enjoyed. Tune your radio to 102.5 for the local

displays. He was the Mexican answer to Clark Griswold and

non-stop holiday music station to enjoy during your visit.

would go above and beyond with holiday lights on my
childhood home most years. We also spent a fair amount of

Driving the full length of the route without traffic to stop you,

nights driving to light displays at other homes, and some of my

takes about 20 minutes. You are permitted to re-enter and

fondest childhood memories include these times.
I don’t think it would be a stretch to say that the holiday light
gene was passed on to me. Only it manifests itself in my being
the Kidding Around Holiday Light Editor-In-Charge (I just made
this title up). I have become consumed with collecting info on
light displays around the south. I spend hours curating our
annual Holiday Light Tour, I seek out displays we haven’t
overed in neighboring states, and across our own. That’s how I
came to find myself at the Holiday Festival of Lights in
Charleston recently. I had no idea what to expect, but

cover photo: Holiday Festival of Lights
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Celebrate Christmas — continued

view them as many times as your heart desires, and trust me

Santa’s elves will be standing by to add guests to a virtual

you will want to experience it more than once. At about

queue. When Santa is ready to give you his undivided

halfway through the route, the pull-off for the Winter

attention, guests will receive a text to their cell phone to notify

Wonderland will be on your left. I suggest you drive the entire

them. There is no fee to visit Santa, and souvenir professional

route once before you exit to experience the other activities.

photography packages range in price from $13.99 – $37.99.

There are several different themed sections, and one of our
Inclusive Santa Visits

favorites was the underwater-themed part.

Sunday, December 12th with an advance reservation,

While visiting during the week is less expensive, and the

differently tables guests and their families can visit with Santa

crowds are reduced, visiting on a weekend means you get to

during a special event. Santa will also be fluent in American

enjoy additional fun! The Holiday Festival of Lights weekend

Sign Language.

events includes live music, storytelling, and character meet
and greets. There is also a Dragon Boat event on select nights

For $20 per family of five, a professional photographer will

that you can sign up to participate in. Participants get included

take photos of your group with Santa. Included in the visit is

admission to the light festival after they cruise across the lake

one 5×7 souvenir photo of your visit with the option to

to view the lights at sunset.

purchase more copies. No personal photography will be
permitted at this event.

Winter Wonderland

KultureCity® bags will be available to accommodate guests

Once you’ve had your fill of the light displays you can loop

with sensory issues. The sensory bags include noise-canceling

back around to the Winter Wonderland to have more fun, and

headphones, fidget tools, and verbal cue cards. These are

possibly some smores! The Winter Wonderland area is a walk-

similar to the Sensory safety bags available at Bon Secours

around portion of the event, and it is stroller-friendly.

Wellness Arena events. In addition to the bags, a dedicated

Depending on how long you were in the car, if bathroom

sensory area will be available for guests who may feel over-

breaks are in order there are two available. One upstairs to

whelmed by meeting Santa and the event.

the left of the gift shop, and one behind the Smores firepits.

The Winter Wonderland building has several snack vendors,

Fun Extras To Experience at Holiday Festival of Lights

two gift shops, a sled photo op, and an ice cream shop.
The extra activities listed below are open from 6 – 10 PM
Visit With Santa

nightly. In addition to these activities that require a small
additional fee, there are other fun free things to see and do in

Santa pulls up his sleigh to the Holiday Festival of Lights to visit

the Winter Village!

with children from November 19th through December 23rd.
He will be checking his list nightly from 6 – 10 pm with a short

The Carousel

break to feed the reindeer at 8 PM. Blitzen gets really upset if
he’s not fed after-dinner snacks on time, and no one wants a

Take your child on a holiday carousel ride for just $1! Children

hangry reindeer flying around the park!

under 42″ must have an adult ride with them, but the adult
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Celebrate Christmas — continued

rides for free. Everyone else must have a ticket to board the

2021 Holiday Festival of lights Info

Carousel.



November 12th – December 31st, 2021



The display is open from 5:30 – 10PM nightly



Save on Ticket Prices – Purchase Tickets in advance



Weeknight admission per car

to purchase tickets before 9:40 PM, when ticket sales end.



$15 | Advance purchase

The Portable Rock Climbing Wall



$25 | Gate Purchase

Don’t worry, no experience is needed to climb! Guests can



Weekend Admission per car



$20 | Advance Purchase



$30 | Gate Purchase



2021 Map of the Holiday Light Festival



How To Get To James County Island Park

The Festival Express Train Ride
Hop on the Festival Express Train to view more lights from an
open-air tram ride. Tickets are just $3 per passenger, with
children 2 and under riding free on the lap of an adult. You can
purchase your tickets and hop on at your leisure, just be sure

climb the wall twice for $3 (3 X $1 tickets) Closed-toed shoes
are required if you want to climb the wall, and there are staff
members there to assist climbers.
Charleston holiday fun
Spending The Night At The Festival In James Island County Park
For the ultimate holiday experience, you can book a campsite
or cabin at James Island County Park, and have unlimited
access to the lights and all of the other fun, during your stay.
The park has cottages, full hook-up RV sites, primitive
camping, and campsites with water/power access. The most

popular option of campsites with utility access is $55 a night.
More information on camping options and booking availability
can be found on the James Island County Park website.
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LOCAL NEWS

Festival of Lights giant greeting card winners share inspiration, impact
By: Sophie Brams
Posted: Dec 16, 2021 / 11:49 AM EST
CHARLESTON, S.C. (WCBD)- The Holiday Festival of Lights is a
long-standing holiday tradition in Charleston, but lights aren’t
the only thing on display.

Card design took many forms with some teachers saying it was
inspired by their school’s mascot and others drawing
inspiration from the Lowcountry itself.

Head over to Santa’s Village and you’ll find a row of giant
greeting cards, each one specially designed and created by
students at schools across the Lowcountry.

Jean Fox from Summerville Catholic School said their first
place card was inspired by the surf and sand of Charleston’s
beaches, complete with Santa surfing the waves and a flip-flop
palmetto tree.

This year, 28 student groups from Charleston, Berkeley, and
Dorchester Counties competed in three different divisions:
elementary, middle, and high school.

“We try to keep everything, the last four years we’ve been
doing this card, something related to Charleston whether it be
significant places
in Charleston or
like this year we
decided to do
the
beach
theme,”
Fox
said.

This year’s winners are:
Elementary School Division:

1st Place: Harbor View Elementary School
2nd Place: James Island Elementary School
3rd Place: Live Oak Little School

Fox added that
students from all
grades participated in the
project,
each
contributing to a
different
element of their
beach scene.

Middle School Division:
1st Place: Summerville Catholic School
2nd Place: Camp Road Middle School
3rd Place: Charleston Christian School
High School Division:

1st Place: First Baptist School
2nd Place: North Charleston High School-Art Dept.

“The palm tree
has flip flops as
ornaments and K
-3 through 4th
grade designed
each one of the
ornaments for
the tree, so they
all had a little
part,” she said,

3rd Place: Crown Leadership Academy
Each participating group was given a blank piece of wood from
James Island County Park to use as their canvas and teachers
said the project took a little over a month to complete.
“We received the piece of plywood Sept 18 and turned our
gigantic greeting card to the park on Oct 23rd…so a little over
a month,” Harbor View Elementary School teacher Amber
McQueen said. “It’s completed by my fifth graders and they
just rotate down and around when we can get them in here.”
5

Harbor View Elementary School Card
(1st Place- Elementary School Division)

Winners — continued

adding that 4th and 5th graders painted the shells. “And then I
just select a few from middle school and they paint the bigger
pieces on the card.”

“It was super fun and I loved being with my favorite art teacher. I loved the idea and I can’t believe that we won.” -Ellie
Mathos (5th grade, Harbor View Elementary School)

Dreaming of a White Christmas? A look back at Charleston’s
greatest snowfalls

The Giant Greeting Cards are on display in Santa’s Village at
the James Island County Park Festival of Lights until Dec. 31.

Each school that places in the top three of their division
receives a trophy and a cash prize to use for their school’s art
program. McQueen said she plans to use the cash prize to
purchase new materials for her classroom.
“I started making my list today,” she laughed. “It’s important
because print making is something I’ve wanted to bring into
the classroom and the supplies are expensive so hopefully I
can get some jelly plates, maybe some rollers, and go from
there.”
A sense of pride, however, might be the biggest prize in the
eyes of teachers and students.
“I was just proud that they did it, you know a lot of times they
get fearful of putting their work out there and its just such an
awesome experience for them to complete this,” Jennifer
Connell, a teacher at North Charleston High School said. “They
worked as a team and it was just a great way for them to work
together and to complete something that represents the
school and the community so well.”

Students said they enjoyed working on the project and that it
feels to good to have their work recognized on the local stage.
“When I had heard that we won, it was just such good joy
knowing that I had a big part of it.” – Lindsey Burridge (8th
grade, Summerville Catholic School)
“It was an amazing experience. When Ms. Connell told me we
won I was like ‘what?!’ so yeah it was awesome.”- Fatima
Cuevas (11th grade, North Charleston High School)
“It makes me feel good to know that I helped make something
that represents our school.” -Abigail Barnett (5th grade,
Harbor View Elementary School)

Summerville Catholic School Card
(1st Place– Middle School Division)
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10 Reasons To Visit Charleston, South Carolina This Winter
Dec 16, 2021,08:18am EST|1,712 views
Irene S. Levine, Contributor / Travel



Enjoy the Festival of Lights when James Island County

Park is transformed into a winter wonderland with over
two million dazzling lights spread over three miles. In its
32nd year, the festival is open nightly until December
31st, 2021. You can drive through in your car or walk
along the paths, stopping for such highlights as
marshmallow roasting, train rides, carousel rides, and
more.


The 38th Annual Lowcountry Oyster Festival, the largest
oyster festival in the world, is scheduled to take place on
February 6th, 2022, amongst the moss-strewn oak trees

Waterfront Park Charleston

at Boone Hall Plantation. Enjoy fresh oysters by the

Charleston, South Carolina, USA at Waterfront Park. GETTY

bucket—as well as oyster eating and oyster shucking contests, live music, and plenty of wine and beer—at this

Charleston isn’t the first place people think of as a winter

family-friendly, charitable event sponsored by the Greater

getaway, but it can be a perfect destination for those seeking

Charleston Restaurant Foundation. The gardens at Boone

to escape the big chill of the Northeast or Midwest.

Hall, the oldest working plantation in the country, bloom

Compared to more popular warm-weather favorites—like

throughout the year.

Miami, Fort Lauderdale, Phoenix, or Scottsdale—hotel



accommodations and restaurant reservations are easier to

Nature lovers will enjoy the Southeastern Wildlife Exposition, which will take place between February 17-20, 2022.

come by in Charleston, and short-term winter rentals are

Held at various locations around Charleston, artists,

plentiful at more favorable rates.

craftsmen, collectors, and sporting enthusiasts with a

Admittedly, you aren’t likely to find beach weather in

shared passion for wildlife converge, showcasing fine art,

Charleston during January, February, and March. Still,

live entertainment, and special events.

temperatures hovering around 50-60℉ make it comfortable



enough to spend time outdoors without bundling up in warm

Fans of best-selling author Mary Alice Monroe can meet
the author and a few of her literary friends (Patti Callahan

winter jackets and gloves. In late December or early January,

(Henry), Kristin Harmel, and Kristy Woodson Harvey) at

the slight chance of passing snow flurries might even add a bit

the 18th annual Wild Dunes Author Series Event,

of pixie dust to the beauty of the city.

scheduled to take place on Sunday, January 16th, 2022 at

Most attractions and historic sites are open year-round,

Wild Dunes Resort, located in nearby Isle of Palms. Guests

complemented by unique seasonal festivals and events that

enjoy a book-signing, silent auction, signature cocktails,

woo winter tourists.

delectable hors d’oeuvres, and more.
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ATTRACTIONS

Wannamaker Park Is A Unique Dog-Friendly Destination In South Carolina
Perfect For An Outdoor Adventure
Posted in South Carolina Attractions December 15, 2021

Looking for a pawsome adventure to take with your pup this
season? Whether you and your pal are in the mood for an
extended road trip through South Carolina’s most beautiful
destinations, or barking for a more laidback approach to enjoying the Palmetto State, SC has you and your furry BFF covered!
In fact, when it comes to pet-friendly getaways, we’re spoiled
with

choices

here.

From

dog-loving

restaurants

and

pup-friendly hiking trails to neighborhood dog parks around
every corner, there are endless getaways to sniff out! But for a
sweet day spent in the Great Outdoors without the long trek,
Wannamaker Park has all the fixings for a perfect outing for
both you and your pup.
Charleston County Parks / Facebook / Seamon Whiteside

During these uncertain times, please keep safety in mind and
consider adding destinations to your bucket list to visit at a

Tucked on the west side of this expansive park is a pup

later date.

paradise with some shiny new upgrades to enjoy! Features

Wannamaker County Park is one of Charleston's largest parks,

include a dog wash area, canine-friendly water fountains, and

spanning well over 1,000 acres.

fenced green spaces for pups to run and fetch, leash-free.

Diverse woodland and wetland areas make this a unique

The new dog-only splash fountain, Splash Paw, is a definite hit

destination in the heart of Lowcountry.

during the dog-days of summer.
And the wide open grass areas are thoughtfully separated for
large and small dogs to safely get their zoomies out!

Charleston County Parks / Facebook
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Charleston County Parks / Facebook

Dog-friendly destination — continued
Healthy, well-behaved, vaccinated pups are free to frolic

Restrooms, bike rentals, and other necessities are available at

through the dog park from 8 a.m. to sunset. To keep the area

the park center.

safe and tidy, it's important that all two-legged visitors clean

For a longer, quieter adventure with your pup, the

up after their four-legged companions!

Wannamaker North Trail provides five different loops,

But this park isn't just for the dogs! Wannamaker is all about

including an eight-mile trek for the more experienced hiker.

nature, and features a fantastic blend of activities for families

A large ridge on the longest trail also a favorite among

and pets alike to have some outdoor fun in every season.

mountain bikers in the area. The trailhead is just off Westview

Here, you'll find multiple paved and boardwalk trails to

Boulevard in Goose Creek, although only part of it runs

explore. That means you, your best hiking buddy, and the

through Wannamaker County Park.

whole family can get an adventure fix without ever leaving
Charleston!

While the lagoon is off-limits to pups for safety purposes,

These short, easy biking and walking paths

there's plenty of terrain to explore nearby!

meander through the trees and along the water.

Charleston County Parks / Facebook

Carrie Fabel / Google

You're sure to spot alligators, turtles, deer, and other exciting
wildlife on your stroll! Of course, you know your pup best, so
please use your best judgment on whether or not to explore
these areas.
The main loop trail begins at the park office. You will circle the
central lagoon, as well as see multiple unmarked spur trails
that weave through shady wooded areas filled with pine,
sweet gum, and oak.
Charleston County Parks / Facebook
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Dog-friendly destination — continued

Of course, for two-legged visitors to Wannamaker, the

Pups are allowed to accompany pet parents throughout the

entertainment options are nearly endless as well.

park, with the exception of the water park, as long as they are
leashed (six-foot maximum).

You'll find a seasonal water park (Whirlin' Waters), disc golf,
fishing areas, multiple playgrounds, picnic and special event

Be sure to keep an eye out for annual Dog Days, where canine

areas, activities for the kids, and much more available through-

guests get the water park to themselves, and regular Yappy

out the year.

Hour special events! Bonus activity: outdoor movie nights!
Finally, when both dog and human are tuckered out, watching
the light fade over the water is a perfect way to end the day.
How's this for a picture-perfect spot?
Max tail wags and pupparazzi moments, coming right up! Keep
your nose on Wannamaker’s seasonal hours, updates, and
special events here and here.

Does your dog have a favorite spot to explore in SC? Let us
know!
Ready to plan your next road trip with your best adventure
bud? Check out some of our favorite South Carolina trips of all
time here.
Address: 8888 University Blvd, North Charleston, SC 29406

Charleston County Parks / Facebook
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Charleston Co. Parks parking pass no longer covers Folly Pier
By Live 5 Web Staff
Published: Dec. 18, 2021 at 12:53 PM EST
The Gold Pass costs between $55 and $85 per year and can be
used at multiple parking locations around the county.
Charleston County Parks responded to a request for comment
in a pair of statements saying the policy change isn’t new and
was done out of necessity.
“Due to limited parking, Charleston County Parks removed
parking at the Folly Beach Pier as a Gold Pass benefit over a
year ago, on Dec. 1, 2020, shortly after construction began on
the pier,” the statement reads. “Customers who purchased or
renewed their Gold Passes after this date were informed that
CHARLESTON, S.C. (WCSC) - A recent policy change from

the pier parking was no longer a benefit. Those who had

Charleston County Parks has raised concerns among some

purchased or renewed Gold Passes prior to Dec. 1, 2020, were

residents on Folly Beach.

still able to park at the pier until their annual pass expired.”

It now costs $5 to park at Folly Pier all day, but it was free with

The county says there are currently 34 parking spaces at the

the park’s Gold Pass.

pier and they want to accommodate as many people as
possible.

The county says the policy change is due to the ongoing
construction of the pier and the limited number of parking

“Free parking remains a Gold Pass benefit at Folly Beach

spaces available.

County Park, and with the opening of the Dunes House at that
park, guests enjoy many of the same amenities of the pier plus

Some residents are concerned that this is another step to limit

ample parking. In just the last few years, Charleston County

parking on the island and argue that you’re not getting what

Parks has also expanded the Gold Pass to include admission

you paid for when the pass was purchased.

and parking at several new parks: Stono River County Park,

“The gold pass was already free to park in places so I feel like

Meggett County Park and the West County Aquatic Center.

to randomly do that and with everything going on and the

Offering vehicle admission into 15 County Parks and several

construction has been going on for a while,” Alaina Rodriguez

special events, the Gold Pass is a great value,” the statement

said.

reads.

“You paid for it because you wanted to do that and they can’t
just change it without giving you a heads up,” Liliane Braun
said.
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New county park in the works for West Ashley
By Summer Huechtker
Published: Dec. 20, 2021 at 5:51 AM EST|
Moldenhauer says the existing entrance will be a pedestrian
and bike entrance and the car entrance will be added a little
further down the road.
The project is going to be broken into phases based on budget
and construction costs. But he says they hope to have phase
one break ground in 2022.
One of the first things the community can expect to see will be
a one-mile walking trail and a park center. Moldenhauer says
they want to incorporate historical elements of the area

CHARLESTON, S.C. (WCSC) - Charleston County Parks says it

throughout Old Towne Creek County Park.

hopes to break ground within the year on a new county park
that has been in the planning stages for years.

Moldenhauer says during the public comment periods, the top
thing people shared that they wanted to see here was

The 67-acre Old Towne Creek County Park will be just south of
Charles Towne Landing. Much of the park is protected land
and is currently only used for special events like the Wine
Down Wednesday events.

restroom facilities. Those will be included in phase one.
“But there’s so much to soak in here that’s already here,” he
says. “It’s hard to improve on that live oak tree back there. It’s
hard to improve on the surrounding landscape. We just want

“It’s kind of a hidden gem I guess is one way you could put it,”
Charleston County Parks Senior Planner Matt Moldenhauer
says. “We’re hidden behind these vine-covered brick gates.”

people to appreciate it for what it is.”
The master plans show they hope to eventually bring a playground and elevated ADA-accessible overlook over
Old Towne Creek.
Phase one is expected to be finished by 2024 at
the latest.
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Charleston Co. woman receives $111K payout after fall at Cooper River Marina
By Katie Kamin
Published: Dec. 31, 2021 at 4:00 PM EST

CHARLESTON, S.C. (WCSC) - A Charleston County woman

The suit claims Charleston County Parks and Recreation and

received tens of thousands of dollars after a lawsuit against

the marina knew about the metal cover and that it was

Charleston County Parks and Recreation and the Cooper River

dangerous because other people had asked them previously to

Marina.

fix the issue.

That lawsuit stems from an incident in 2018 when the plaintiff,

The lawsuit alleges the defendants had not fixed it and were

Cynthia Fouse, says she was badly injured at the marina

grossly negligent and careless by failing to make sure the

because of the defendants’ negligence.

metal cover was safe and failing to warn customers that it
existed.

Fouse received $111,000 dollars from the state’s Insurance
Reserve Fund more than two years after the lawsuit was filed.

Fouse got the payout from the fall in November.

According to the suit, back in August of 2018, Fouse was

Renee Dickinson with Charleston County Parks and Recreation

walking on the dock at the marina when she caught her foot

provided this statement about the payout:

on a metal cover over an electrical unit, fell and significantly

“In 2018, a customer was injured while walking on the dock at

injured her right arm.

the Cooper River Marina and filed a claim with our insurance

The lawsuit says because of the fall, Fouse fractured and

carrier, the Insurance Reserve Fund.

dislocated her elbow, had multiple invasive surgeries, lost

decided to settle the matter and end all legal processes

function of her arm and now suffers daily.

associated with the claim.”
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Recently, all parties
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Arts & Culture

Journey Along the Civil Rights Trail Gives White Travelers a Unique Perspective
of America's Race History
West Virginia Public Broadcasting | By Trey Kay, Todd Melby, Brad Stratton
Published December 9, 2021 at 1:00 AM EST

Travel is an activity some people use as a classroom. Leaving
the familiar lets us learn about culture, history, the
environment and many other topics.
Recently, a small group spent six days traveling America’s
southern states to learn about the country’s racial past and
the impact of the Civil Rights movement today. This immersive
tour took them across several states to places that have come
to define periods in America’s racial history—from Charleston,
South Carolina’s slave trade market to Ebenezer Baptist
Church in Atlanta.
The group visited sites that put this country’s racist history on
display, and Us & Them host Trey Kay was along to hear them
reflect on our nation and themselves.
This episode of Us & Them is presented with support from

McLeod Plantation is a former slave plantation located

the West Virginia Humanities Council and CRC Foundation.

on James Island, near Charleston, SC. / Trey Kay

Final resting place for Martin Luther King, Jr. and Coretta Scott

James Person, one of the original Freedom Riders, in Atlanta, GA,

King in Atlanta, GA./ Trey Kay

with Us & Them host Trey Kay / Trey Kay
15

Unique perspective — continued

Subscribe to Us & Them on Apple Podcasts, NPR One,
RadioPublic, Spotify, Stitcher and beyond.
Trey Kay
Radio journalist Trey Kay is host and producer of "Us & Them,"
a podcast devoted to telling stories from all sides of the Culture
Wars. He co-produces the podcast with West Virginia Public
Broadcasting.

Mejdi Tours' Civil Rights Journey stops at the site of the future International African American Museum in Charleston, SC. / Trey Kay

John Gardner stands in front of small cabins, which once house
enslaved people, and speaks about the history of the McLeod
Plantation and the slave trade in Charleston, SC. / Trey Kay
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I have been fortunate enough to attend all four of these programs. Each one was incredible in its own way but the common thread interwoven throughout was Toby Smith.
I have attended so many virtual programs in the past two years and there is something very different with these.
There is an "embrace" of sorts that is given through the computer by her
and I am still wondering how that is possible. The subject matter has been challenging
and I feel so thankful to learn and hopefully grow though a better understanding
of these issues thanks to the words that were spoken by all the treasured presenters that joined this series.
Thanks to everyone involved!! I look forward to more.....
Black History All Year Long: Focus on Women Participant – Virtual

We had a wonderful experience! Our tour guide was amazing!
He was knowledgeable, informative, and adapted well to our group of students with disabilities.
McLeod Plantation Group Tour Participant – McLeod Plantation Historic Site

Instructors well prepared, highly knowledgeable, hardy, well versed in teaching an adult class
of varied skill levels. Locations wondrous.
Master Naturalist Participant – Caw Caw Interpretive Center

It was absolutely wonderful! Everyone was so nice, we felt very welcomed and my child had the best possible experience.
The free pass to come back to see the lights was an unexpected added bonus! Thank you so much!!
Inclusive Santa Parent – James Island County Park

Awesome! Guides were professional but still fun. They took us through all the safety instructions carefully.
During the trip, they entertained us with fun facts about the Christmas lights at the park. We want to do it again!
Dragon Boat at the Holiday Festival of Lights Participant – James Island County Park

Lovely staff, so happy with the staff, very trustworthy, I feel safe having my child with them.
My daughter had a blast every day. I will definitely recommend this program and be continuing to participate!
Explorers Camp at Palmetto Islands: Winter Break Parent – Palmetto Islands County Park
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The 2021 Charleston County Parks Foundation Holiday Card was mailed the last
week of November to over 25,000 gold pass holders and CCPRC volunteers
informing them of the mission and soliciting a donation. As of January 10, the
Foundation’s holiday campaign has raised $23,025!



Holiday Festival of Lights customers were able to donate to the Foundation in
more ways than ever before. Methods included, adding a donation to your
online admission ticket purchase, tossing change into the sandcastle sculpture,
buying a CAUS Cup in the HFOL gift shop, and finally donating when purchasing
tasty treats and souvenirs throughout the festival. In an overwhelming
response, the Foundation raised over $7,694 during the 2021 event!



The Charleston County Parks Foundation purchased and

donated the following passes for Christmas presents: Pattison’s
Academy received 14 HFOL passes (picture attached), CCPRC
Community Recreation received 100 HFOL passes for distribution
in the rural areas of the county, Meeting Street Academy received
16 Gold Passes, and Courageous Kids received 3 super splash
passes. (Courageous Kids is a Non-Profit serving children with
Cancer).



The Foundation was awarded a $1679.85 grant from the Rotary
Club of North Charleston for the Pass It Forward Project!
These proceeds came from the annual Rotary Club Duck Race.
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OH WHAT FUN at the Holiday Festival of Lights!
On select evenings, family entertainment was offered in Santa’s Village! One of the crowd favorites was The Break Circuit.
The crowd anxiously gathered around while Kyle Johnson and his group jumped over patrons who were lined up sitting in chairs.
It was an exciting way to kick off the night!
There was a second night featuring a Meet and Greet with The Snow Sisters (Elsa and Anna). Children along with adults stood in

line as they waited to get a picture with their favorite Snow Sister.
Returning holiday classics included the Charleston Caroling Group, Power Brass band, and everyone’s favorite lady, Mrs. Claus
reading stories to all the good girls and boys.
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Winter in the Lowcountry is the perfect season to spend
time outdoors, and the Interpretation team is offering a
wide assortment of programs to encourage folks to visit
their county parks.

The family-friendly Fairy House

Festival at Palmetto

Islands County Park is back again in January and remains
as popular as ever. This year’s event continues to grow
with new partnerships and offerings for the young and
young at heart. As of the end of December, this event was
fully booked with a waiting list.
At the Caw Caw Interpretive Center, families learn about
nature through interpretive programming and have fun
while doing so. Programs like the Friday Night Hikes and
Owl Prowls are adventurous ways to become familiar with the nature all around us. Caw Caw also remains a place of spiritual and
mental recharge, and the Nature Rx: Forest Bathing Series is
designed for those looking for a peaceful way to experience the
park.
For those unable to visit the parks in-person, virtual programming in January and February keeps folks connected and
engaged. Your Parks, Your Classroom is a virtual field trip series
for children that teaches about local nature and history while
addressing South Carolina Learning Standards. A new cultural

history program will also debut this winter under the name
Exploring Culture in the Parks. This series tells the hidden stories
of the Gullah culture, the First Nation culture, and the history of
the area. With so much going on, there is something for everyone in our Charleston County Parks.
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In May, Dominion Energy began infrastructure upgrades in what is referred to as the Cainhoy-Horlbeck Creek Corridor.
The project included removing 70’s era wooden power poles and replacing them with the new steel poles we see today.

Palmetto Islands County Park was an integral part of the

transition plan as the park served as an access point to
reach the Wando River. The project came to completion in
December. The footprint has been drastically reduced in
the park, from six poles per location to two across the park's
scenic views.

Most importantly, according to DNR, our

osprey couples should return to their nesting sites on the
new poles this spring.

21

SK8 Charleston hosted its annual Ugly Sweater Christmas Party
the middle of December. This well attended event was filled
with festiveness and good cheer as patrons came decked out in
their finest holiday sweaters and attire. The mood for the
evening was anchored by good food and music.

Delicious

Japanese Soul Bowls were available for purchase by a local
food truck. Live music, by a local punk band, provided the
soundtrack for the night’s festivities. Skateboard competitions
included the ‘Best Trick’ on the Bump to Bar feature on the
street course, as well as, on the hip in the intermediate bowl.
Both competitions had great participation and very high skill
level skating. Prizes were provided by local sponsors.

Total Calls In:

5,362

Average Talk Time:

3.01

Average Wait Time:

0.14

Percentage Answered:

93.30 %
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Discounted Gold Passes sold through Corporate Online Pass Sales:
• 277 Gold Passes and 6 Super Splash Passes
• 28 participating companies

Sponsored December Event:
• Holiday Festival of Lights: Presented by Boeing and REV Federal Credit Union, and supported by

109 companies

Sponsor Highlights

Dog w/ Stocking Sponsored By:

Doves Sponsored By:

Flowering Girl Sponsored By;

Charleston Animal Society

Do Good, Be Good, Never Quit LLC

Dominion Energy
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CCPRC Recreation Division Program and Attendance Monthly Report
NOVEMBER 2021 vs NOVEMBER 2020
CAMP
169

CHALLENGE COURSE

687

716

CLIMBING WALL**

1,203

0

1,203

865

1,116

1,981

91

102

193

-492

492

0

2,132

928

3,060

-58

58

0

163

370

533

NATURAL HISTORY

-14

26

12

OUTDOOR MISCELLANEOUS

99

3

102

PADDLESPORTS

4,151

3,818

7,969

TOTAL

TOTAL ATTENDANCE FOR PROGRAMS

0
36
29

FESTIVALS AND EVENTS HEALTH AND WELLNESS INCLUSIVE RECREATION

2021 Attendance
0
133

EDUCATION

2020 Attendance
0

COMMUNITY RECREATION CULTURAL HISTORY

Variance

1

1

4

0

18

NATURAL HISTORY

3

OUTDOOR MISCELLANEOUS

9

PADDLESPORTS

146

TOTAL

TOTAL NUMBER OF PUBLIC PROGRAMS OFFERED AND IMPLEMENTED

98

FESTIVALS AND EVENTS HEALTH AND WELLNESS INCLUSIVE RECREATION

CLIMBING WALL
2

EDUCATION

CHALLENGE COURSE
1

COMMUNITY RECREATION CULTURAL HISTORY

CAMP
9

89%

0

44%

226

2021 Programs Offered

67%

2

177

130
83%

5

2

78%

4
0%

27

4

100%

2
100%

1

21

80%

15
0%

5

1

78%

0
100%

2

4

100%

4
99%

11

1

80%

0

100%

152

10

50%

1

100%

2

132

91%

97

44%
2

0

87%

2

0%
17
1

0%

1

% Implemented 2021
0
1

50%

4

2020 Programs Offered
0
6%

0

2020 Programs Implemented
0%

2021 Programs Implemented

% Implemented 2020

CAMP

9

CHALLENGE COURSE

0

10

CLIMBING WALL

0

0

0

-1

2

1

10

4

14

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

0

2

1

3

NATURAL HISTORY

0

0

0

OUTDOOR MISCELLANEOUS

2

0

2

PADDLESPORTS

29

10

39

TOTAL

TOTAL NUMBER OF CUSTOM PROGRAMS IMPLEMENTED*

0

3

10

FESTIVALS AND EVENTS HEALTH AND WELLNESS INCLUSIVE RECREATION

2021 Programs Implemented

0

6

EDUCATION

2020 Programs Implemented

0

COMMUNITY RECREATION CULTURAL HISTORY

Variance

*Attendance for the Climbing Wall reflects daily facility attendance as well as program attendance.
**Some departments primarily offer Custom Programs, while others departments rarely offer Custom Programs.
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23,927

YTD 2122
101,229
Attendance

YTD 2021
77,302
Attendance

PICP

280,697

530,291

249,594

JICP

94%

119,653

247,265

127,612

WCP

5%

592

13,490

12,898

CAW

103%

4,947

9,765

4,818

JoICP

-43%

-77,469

104,310

181,779

FB Pier

26%

33,429

164,272

130,843

MP Pier

8%

4,119

56,863

52,744

BWP

18%

18,390

119,594

101,204

FBCP

46%

47,975

152,389

104,414

IOP

41%

357

1227

870

Bulow

13%

133

1,121

988

-45%

-540

661

1201

128%

10,562

18,796

8,234

Laurel Hill Old Towne McLeod

4%

1,821

53,598

51,777

LIHP

-1%

-173

16,745

16,918

SK8

41%

1,966

6,809

4,843

WCAC

-22%

-3,437

12,426

15,863

Stono River

Total Facility Attendance 21-22 vs. 20-21

Variance
112%

all facilities continued

W North Trail* Meggett*

TOTAL

31%

TOTAL

%

IOP

1,612,043

FBCP

253

466,746

BWP

YTD 2021
Attendance

939

-

41%

TOTAL

YTD 2122
Attendance

-

---

WW

139,283

Variance

---

SZ

57,535

21,462

%

SI

57,489

11,564

18%

1,145,297

YTD 2021
Vehicles
24,259

5,223

25%

203

YTD 2122
Vehicles

4,675

10%

1,192

165,929

Variance

24%

117,821

103,739
101,696

%

45,971

64,502
158%

52,266

42,252

164%

19,584

YTD 2122
19,938
Attendance
26,160

Marina

64,233

11,034
163%

76%

39,237

Variance

Campsites Cottages

124%

58%

84%

16,092

%

81%

62%

8,904

YTD 2021
Attendance
83%

YTD 2021
Attendance

YTD 2122
Attendance
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Digital Marketing Summary
WEBSITE ANALYTICS
Visits

Unique visitors

228,138

Dec 1, 2021 - Dec 31, 2021

Pageviews

201,645

Bounce Rate

461,814

▼

Searches

50.45%

1,914

Trended Visits (Year-to-Date, Compared YoY)
Visits

Visits (previous year)

15K

10K

5K

0
Jan 1

Feb 3

Mar 8

Apr 10

May 13

Jun 15

Jul 18

Aug 20

Top Landing Pages

Sep 22

Oct 25

Nov 27

Dec 30

Top Referral Sites

Label

Unique Pageviews

Label

▼

Visits

▼

1.

Holiday Festival of Lights | Charleston …

90,698

1.

m.facebook.com

5,541

2.

Admission | Charleston County Parks …

62,895

2.

www.charlestoncvb.com

1,841

3.

Alert Center • Charleston • CivicEngage

26,710

3.

www.christmasincharles…

1,740

EMAIL MARKETING
Total Emails Sent

Open Rate

335,994
Campaign Name

Bounce Rate

42.60%
Sent

▼

Unsubscribe Rate

3.00%

0.10%

Open Rate

Click Through Rate

Bounce Rate

Unsubscribe Rate

1.

December 2021 Events

48,148

36%

2.6%

3.1%

0.1%

2.

December 1, 2021 Weekly Email

48,122

38.3%

3.1%

3.2%

0.1%

3.

December 8, 2021 Weekly Email

48,077

48%

2.1%

3.1%

0.1%

Top Performing Email Content
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Digital Marketing Summary
SOCIAL MEDIA
Facebook
People Reached

119,616

Dec 1, 2021 - Dec 31, 2021

Instagram
Engagements

Followers

15,582

Engagements

26,669

3,241

Twitter
Followers

Impressions

8,509

20,186

Engagements

397

Top Performing Posts

PAID SOCIAL MEDIA
Amount Spent (USD)

$1,511.58

People Reached

Impressions

266,159

310,334
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Clicks to the Website

5,369

▼

HUMAN RESOURCES UPDATE

Diversity Mission Statement: The Charleston County Park and Recreation Commission will provide
high quality park facilities, programs, and services to the ever-changing community we serve by
recruiting, training, and retaining a qualified and diverse staff.

Current Staff Statistics:
December EEO Information
FULL TIME
EMPLOYEES
172

PART TIME
EMPLOYEES
631

TOTAL OF ALL
EMPLOYEES
803

144

471

77%

Hispanic

5

15

2%

African American

15

85

12%

Asian

0

3

<1%

Indian

1

0

<1%

Two or more Races

2

23

3%

Prefer not to Provide

0

28

3%

Male

94

266

45%

Female

78

355

54%

Prefer not to Provide

0

10

1%

Number of Employees
White
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HUMAN RESOURCES UPDATE
Volunteer Coordinator Report
December 2021
Activity Category

Hours
30.0
1.42
2.50
156.25
41

VOLUNTEERS IN PARKS @ VARIOUS LOCATIONS
DAY PARK VOLUNTEERS
THE GREEN TEAM
HOLIDAY FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS @ JAMES ISLAND COUNTY PARK
MCLEOD PLANTATION

Total Volunteer Hours:
Current Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Hours:
Previous Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Hours:
Current vs Previous Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Hours:

Volunteers
6
1
2
18
7

231.17
3372.26
907
2465.26

Value of Volunteer Hours
Total Volunteer Full-time Employee Equivalent:
Current Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Full-time Employee Equivalent:
Previous Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Full-time Employee Equivalent
Current vs Previous Fiscal YTD Volunteer Full-time Employee Equivalent:

1.42
20.75
5.58
15.17

Value of Volunteer Hours Formula:
# volunteer hours / 162.5 (equivalent of one full time employee) = # full-time employee equivalent

Monthly Employee Cost Savings
Total Volunteer Hours Value:
5684.26
Current Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Hours Value:
83,062.25
Previous Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Hours: Value
22,336.74
Current vs Previous Fiscal Year to Date Volunteer Hours Value:
60,725.51
Monthly Employee Cost Savings Formula:
$4003 (monthly cost with salary and benefits for a specialist level full time employee) x # of full-time employee equivalent
= Monthly Employee Cost Savings
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Planning & Development Projects Update – January 2022

Folly Beach Fishing Pier—Replacement Project Update
The pier replacement contractor, Cape Romain, continues construction of the pier by adding concrete beams to the
diamond shaped pierhead this month.
Image Left: Rebar material for the "pile caps," A Pile
cap is a thick concrete cross beam that structurally
connects the boardwalk piles together at the top.

Image: Diamond Head concrete beams
Image: Concrete pile caps

Caw Caw Interpretive Center – Emergency Dike Repair
As recommended by our Environmental Consultants, Sabine & Waters, the
Planning and Development Division obtain proposals only from those with
extensive experience repairing and replacing failed water-controlled structures
(for example dikes and rice trunks). The investigation and construction to
complete such a project is a highly specialized field due to the low number of
dikes and rice trunks operating in public spaces today. CCPRC entered into contract to investigate and repair the triple trunk area with Folk Land Management. Folk Land Management has provided their services on Department
of Natural Resources (DNR) and other local municipalities projects similar to
the scope and size required to fix the broken rice trunks and dikes at Caw Caw
Interpretative Center.
Image Right: Triple Rice Trunk area in
need of emergency repair. First step of
the project will involve excavation to
expose the cause and extent of damage
to the structure.
30

1

Planning & Development Projects Update – January 2022 cont’d

South Santee Playground Update
The South Santee Playground Project is making progress. This project is partially funded by the Park and Recreation
Development (PARD) Grant and includes a new playground structure, swing set, teeter totter, renovated basketball
court, signage, and site furnishings (including picnic tables and trash receptacles). The playground and signage
installation phases have been completed. The project will be finished once the site furnishings have been installed and
the basketball court renovated.
Images: Previous Sign, Swing Set, Teeter Totter and Slide

Images: New Sign, Swing Set, Teeter Totter and Playground Structure

Isle of Palms ADA Improvement Projects – Update
The second phase of ADA improvements addressing the Isle of Palms County Park’s
Park Center stairs and ramp is almost complete. The manufacturer of the PVC railing
system that replaced the worn out hand rails had to close their production down
during the holiday due to a material shortage. The material shortage delay will push
the project’s completion date into the beginning of February. The contractor for the
project, MedPro Solutions (MPS) made adjustments using on-site materials allowing
both the ramp and stairs to remain open for visitors while the project awaits the
missing parts delivery.
Image: Stairs to the Park Center are almost complete, showing new style and
material handrails, utilizing long life and
lower maintenance materials.
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Planning & Development Projects Update – January 2022 cont’d

Project Assistance Update
The Planning & Development staff have been providing assistance to Park staff with planning and design for their winter
projects including a variety of projects at James Island, Wannamaker, and Folly Beach County Parks. The Design Review
Process provides guidance to these projects to ensure a smooth collaborative process resulting in good design and best
outcomes for park patron experiences.

Design Review—Approvals
Planning & Development staff provides design assistance
with the planning of some projects and facilities through
the agency’s Design Review Process. The following are
projects that were reviewed and approved.
December 2021-January 2022:
FBCP – Pelican Watch Oyster Table Removal (ADA)
JICP – SZ Concessions Deck Railing
JoICP - Entrance Enhancements (pay station)
WCP – Whirlin’ Waters Cabanas
Laurel Hill – Compass Course
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